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Community Center to be Renamed for Benjamin A. DeFonce
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

 At the Wednesday, November 17 Harrison 
Board of Trustees meeting, Mayor Ronald Bel-
mont requested that the Harrison Community 
Center be renamed the Benjamin A. DeFonce 
Community Center, in memory of Veterans Ser-
vice Officer DeFonce, 90, who passed away on Sep-
tember 18, 2021.  

This was overwhelmingly approved. Serv-
ing with the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 
DeFonce fought valiantly at Heartbreak Ridge in 
Korea, where he was wounded trying to help and 
support his fellow marines.  He was sent back to the 
front lines and was injured numerous times.  Due 
to his bravery he was awarded two Purple Hearts.

“We are overwhelmed by the generosity of 
this Town,” Debbie Mazza, Mr. DeFonce’s daugh-
ter  said. “With the honors that they have be-
stowed on him, it is amazing to think that they 
named the building after my father.  I wish that 
he was alive to see all of this.” 

Opening the meeting, Belmont requested 
a Moment of Silence for departed residents who 
passed away from COVID and other reasons. “As 
of today, 3,319 residents have been infected with 
35 active COVID cases but the good news is we had 
zero new cases since the day before. That is the 

first time in 19-20 months that it has been zero.”
 Next, Westchester Joint Water Works 

(WJWW) requested approval for Local Capital 
Project A 1383, in the amount of $400,000. 

Belmont reported that $8,411 has been re-
ceived for the Holiday Project; the Harrison Japa-
nese Committee donated a total of $4,900 to vari-
ous public organizations.

Mayor Belmont requested approval for the 
start-up operational budget of Troon/Indigo from 
November 2021 through January 31, 2022, totaling 
$331,042.30, needed for getting Harrison Mead-
ows Country Club operational for spring 2022; 
also A+ Technology & Security Solutions, Inc. in 
the amount $228,451.44 for complete surveillance 
and security system.

Family of the late Ben DeFonce, left to right:  Grandson, 
Michael Mazza; Daughter, Debbie Mazza; Husband, John 
Mazza.

Huge Attendance for 20th Annual Thanksgiving Diversity Breakfast
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

The 20th Annual American Jewish Committee 
{AJC} Westchester/Fairfield Thanksgiving Diversity 
Breakfast, Forging Community in a Time of Crisis, was 
held virtually on Thursday, November 18, 2021, featuring 
honorees Hearts and Homes for Refugees, represented 
by Founder and President Kathie O’Callaghan;  Organi-
zation of Chinese Americans (OCA)-Asian Pacific Amer-
ican Advocates, Westchester and Hudson Valley Chap-
ter, with former OCA President William Kaung and Dr. 
Mehnaz Afridi, Holocaust, Genocide and Interfaith Ed-
ucation Center, Manhattan College.   

“Earlier this year we inaugurated the Westches-
ter-Fairfield Community of Conscience, a body of in-
dividuals and organizations from every background 
and religion, with the ideals of justice, equality and op-
portunity for all, while rejecting hate, bigotry, violence 
and incendiary partisanship,” AJC Board of Governors 
member Cheryl Sachs stated.

Samsiah Abdul-Majid, Chaplain, Westchester 
Medical Center, Valhalla introduced the Keynote Speak-
er, Connecticut Attorney General William Tong, the first 
Asian-American to be elected in 2019.

Tong stressed that principal crises in this country 
are opioid and addiction, along with gun violence, men-

tioning the Tree of Life Syna-
gogue massacre on October 
27, 2018, in Pittsburgh that 
took 11 lives.   “Fast forward to 
Minneapolis, Minnesota in 
matter of George Floyd, con-
cerning racism and Police 
misconduct. 

“This has been hap-
pening to us for a very long 
time. You should know about 

the murder of Vincent Chin (1982), 
Chinese Exclusion Act and a person murdered in Mesa, 

Arizona because people thought he was Muslim.
“And 75 years ago, 125,000 Japanese Americans 

were interred. All of us need to understand the legacy of 
hatred in this country against Jewish immigrants, Asian 
American Pacific Islanders, Latinos and gay Americans.

“We created Civil Rights Enforcement in Office of 
Attorney General in Connecticut. Connecticut needed 
a law for me to enforce Civil Rights and make sure our 
laws protect all people.”

Finally, NYS District Attorney Mimi Rocah pointed 
to the Fresh Start Program in which low-level non-vio-
lent offenders facing incarceration would instead get 
support, guidance and mentorship. 

Kathie O'Callaghan
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Dr. Wool Continues Work on Behalf of 
Harrison’s Children

Harrison Central School District 
Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Louis 
Wool, signed an agreement with the 
Board of Education ensuring he will 
serve as superintendent in Harrison 
for the next five years. He has held the 
position since 2002 and is the longest 
serving superintendent in the Lower 
Hudson Valley.

School Board President Kelly 
Mulvoy Mangan shared a statement 
from the Board of Education to the 
Harrison community, “I cannot over-
state Dr. Wool’s impact on the Harri-
son School District and the thousands of children 
who have been educated here over the past two 
decades. Dr. Wool’s vision, expertise, and thought-
ful leadership have been invaluable not only to 
our community but also to neighboring school 
districts. His leadership is always focused on what 
is in the best interests of our students, faculty, and 
staff.”

Dr. Wool reached retirement eligibility in 
2020, which allows him to retire and be hired by 
any school district in or out of New York state. He 
has chosen to continue to lead Harrison Schools. 
During his nearly two decades as Superintendent 
of Schools, Dr. Wool has brought a lasting and 

unyielding commitment to children. 
He “opened doors” that dramatically 
increased participation and perfor-
mance in rigorous classes, and in-
sured support and opportunity for all 
students. 

Under his leadership, the Harri-
son School District implemented the 
International Baccalaureate Diploma 
and Middle Years Programs, a pro-
fessional development program for 
faculty and staff recognized as one 
of the most comprehensive in New 

York State, oversaw comprehensive, 
district-wide facility improvements to improve 
health, safety, and instructional spaces for stu-
dents. Through each initiative, Dr. Wool remained 
focused on what is most important – supporting 
the best interests of every student who attends 
Harrison schools.

Dr. Wool is grateful for the leadership team, 
faculty and staff, and the many Board members 
who have accomplished so much on behalf of chil-
dren over the past twenty years, “Every member 
of our school community demonstrates support in 
word and deed for the inherent wonder and possi-
bility in each child. I am fortunate to continue this 
important work here in Harrison.”

Dr. Louis N. Wool

Collaborative Climate Research 
Effort to Be Conducted

Governor Kathy Hochul has 
announced the launch of a multi-
year study, New York State Climate 
Impacts Assessment: Under-
standing and Preparing for Our 
Changing Climate, to explore how 
climate change affects communi-
ties, ecosystems, and the economy 
in New York State. This collabo-
rative climate research effort led 
by the New York State Energy Re-
search and Development Author-
ity's (NYSERDA) and conducted 
in partnership with academic in-
stitutions, science organizations, 
community leaders and industry representatives, 
among others, to better understand and document 
the current impact of climate change across the 
state, what future impacts may be, and how the state 
can better prepare for them. Taking action to adapt 
to future climate conditions supports the implemen-
tation of the State's Climate Leadership and Commu-
nity Protection Act.

"Climate change is here, it's real and no state 
has felt its impact more than New York," Governor 
Hochul said. "From hurricanes like Sandy and Ida, 

to seven feet of snow in Buffalo, we 
have seen our weather continue to 
grow more extreme each year. As 
we continue to rebuild in the wake 
of this pandemic, we must take a 
hard look at how climate change 
will impact our future and this 
study will serve as a key roadmap 
in informing how we can build a 
thriving New York in the midst of 
these challenges.

Doreen M. Harris, President 
and CEO, NYSERDA, "It is true that 
New York State, like many parts of 
the nation, is witnessing warmer 

average temperatures, more rampant flooding than 
ever before, and coastal erosion due to rising sea lev-
els, making clear the climate is changing more rap-
idly than we once even thought possible. To ensure 
we are prepared for what's to come, NYSERDA looks 
forward to working with our partners on this ambi-
tious and collaborative effort to help inform climate 
choices at all levels of decision making in the state."

Led by NYSERDA, the Assessment will provide 
a credible, science-based analysis of what to expect 

Governor Kathy Hochul

continued on page 11
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Governor Hochul Announces New Guidance and Resources to Support Vaccination of 
5-11-Year-Old Children in New York State

Governor Kathy Hochul announced the launch 
of a new website, clinical guidance and additional in-
formation and resources in the effort to vaccinate New 
York State’s 5-11-year-old children against COVID-19. 
The Pfizer-BioNTech pediatric COVID-19 vaccine, 
which has been authorized by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration for emergency use in the United States 
and recommended by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention as well as New York State’s Clinical 
Advisory Task Force, is already being administered by 
providers in the state.

“This is the moment all of us have been waiting 
for, the opportunity to protect more of our children 
from this dangerous virus,” Governor Hochul said. “As 
we head into the holiday season, I urge all parents and 
guardians to reach out to their pediatricians and family 
physicians to get their 5 - 11 year-olds vaccinated against 
COVID-19. We finally have this vaccine available to help 
keep our children, as well as our loved ones, safe and 
healthy, and it is critical that we take advantage of it.”

The New York State Clinical Advisory Task Force 
endorsed CDC’s statement and official recommenda-
tions this week, commending the thorough and trans-
parent process of our nation’s federal health agencies 
in delivering a safe and effective vaccine for children. 
The Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine—with 1/3 of 
the dosage than is given to adolescents and adults—
was found to be 90.7% effective in preventing COVID-19 

in children 5 through 11 years of age.
Dr. Emily Lutterloh, Director of Epidemiolo-

gy at the New York State Department of Health said, 
“As a parent of two children in the 5-11 age group, I’m 
relieved that this life-saving vaccine is now available 
to them. New York parents and guardians can rest 
assured that the vaccine is safe, effective and recom-
mended by the best health and medical experts in our 
nation and state. The Department of Health has been 

working hard to make sure New York State’s pediatri-
cians and providers are ready to do what they do best as 
doses arrive: vaccinate our kids to keep them protect-
ed, healthy and safe.”

The state’s vast network of pediatricians, fami-
ly physicians, county health departments, Federally 
Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs), rural health cen-
ters and pharmacies stands ready to vaccinate this 
newly eligible group, and the Department continues to 

enroll hundreds more pediatricians and other pediat-
ric healthcare providers across the state - ensuring the 
vaccine is free, readily available and accessible to all of 
New York’s children. Clinical guidance has been issued 
by the Department of Health to healthcare providers.

As part of these efforts, this comprehensive 
program includes a robust education campaign that 
builds upon the #GetTheVaxFacts campaign launched 
last week. The new website for parents and guardians 
includes new information, frequently asked questions 
and answers, and resources specifically designed for 
parents and guardians of this age group.

New Yorkers looking to schedule vaccine ap-
pointments for 5-11 year-old children are encouraged 
to contact their child’s pediatrician, family physician, 
county health departments, Federally Qualified Health 
Centers (FQHCs), rural health centers, or pharmacies 
that may be administering the vaccine for this age 
group. Parents and guardians can visit vaccines.gov, 
text their ZIP code to 438829, or call 1-800-232-0233 to 
find nearby locations. Make sure that the provider of-
fers the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine, as the oth-
er COVID-19 vaccines are not yet authorized for this age 
group. At this time, New York State’s mass vaccination 
sites are currently being utilized for people aged 12 and 
older, while our #VaxToSchool pop-ups are focused on 
12- to 17-year-olds. Additional programming and events 
focused on 5 - 11-year-olds will be announced soon.

 

Preparing Plumbing for Winter 
Weather

As colder temperatures set in across the re-
gion, SUEZ is encouraging its customers to pre-
pare for another winter by protecting their water 
pipes and meters from freezing.

“Winter weather can have significant and 
costly impacts on household plumbing,” said 
Chris Graziano, vice president and general man-
ager of SUEZ operations in New York. “Taking 
small steps to protect water meters and pipes 
from the cold can prevent potential water damage 
inside your home.”

SUEZ offers the following tips to help protect 
pipes and water meters from freezing:

 
Outside the home
• Disconnect and drain the garden hose connec-

tion and irrigation system.
• Close all outside vents, crawl spaces and doors 

so cold air doesn’t seep inside.
• Keep garage doors closed.

 
Inside the home
• Wrap the meter and water lines subject to 

freezing in insulation or heat tape (available at 
hardware stores).

• Make sure the shutoff valves on either side of 
the water meter are working properly. Place 
a tag on the main shutoff valve and make sure 
everyone knows where it is and how to use it 
during an emergency.

• Check the water meter periodically. Contact 
SUEZ if you notice any damage.

• If you have had problems in the past, you may 
want to keep a trickle of water running from 

the highest faucet during frigid weather. You 
will be billed for the water used, but this may 
help prevent costly plumbing repairs that re-
sult from broken pipes.

 
If you won’t be home
• If you’re going away for an extended period, 

keep a minimum amount of heat on in the 
house. This will help protect the pipes in case 
the temperature drops.

• If you plan to turn the heat off, drain all the wa-
ter from the pipes, toilets and water heater, and 
turn off the power source to the water heater.

 
If the pipes freeze
• If your pipes freeze, it’s important to clear 

blockages as soon as possible to minimize dam-
age. It may be best to call a licensed plumber.

• If a water pipe has burst, turn off the water at 
the main shutoff valve in the house.

• Open a nearby faucet slightly so the pipe can 
drain as it thaws.

• Do not use electrical appliances in areas of 
standing water.

• Never use hot water or a blowtorch on a frozen 
pipe or water meter.

 
SUEZ also advises that sub-freezing tem-

peratures can cause water mains to break and can 
cause water to cover roadways creating unsafe 
driving conditions. If you see a leak, or your water 
service is disrupted, please contact the company’s 
Customer Service Center at the phone number on 
your bill.

New Exhibits at The Neuberger 
Museum of Art

The Neuberger Museum of Art has an-
nounced the opening of two new exhibitions 
showcasing works from the permanent collection.

David Smith: Billiard Players is now on view 
until February 20, 2022.

Smith embarked upon a lifelong dialogue 
among drawing, painting and sculpture. Ide-
ations and observations were sketched on paper 
or arranged in metal on the floor of his studio. 
Paintings rendered volume. Sculpture outlined 
profile and motion. Each medium was chosen for 
its inherent qualities and potential to support the 
underlying ideas of a work. In this new focus exhi-
bition featuring objects executed during a crucial 
period in Smith’s artistic evolution, see the artist’s 
intriguing examination of billiard players as a way 
to advance open sculptural forms, sociopolitical 
subject matter, and the fluidity between repre-
sentation and abstraction in depicting volume, 
motion and time.

The Neuberger Museum of Art is grateful to 
Rebecca Smith, Candida Smith, and the entire Es-
tate of David Smith for supporting the restoration 
of The Billiard Player and for lending work to this 
exhibition, and to Audrey and David Mirvish for 
the loan of the seminal Billiard Player Construc-
tion.

David Smith: Billiard Players is curated by 
Curator Jacqueline Shilkoff and organized by the 
Neuberger Museum of Art. Generous support for 
this exhibition is provided by the Roy R. Neuberg-
er Legacy Program Endowment.

Also on view at the Museum until February 
20, 2022, is Following the Clues: The Roy R. Neu-

berger Collection Provenance Project. 
Stewarding an art collection requires not 

only the physical care of objects but also a lot of 
research. That detective work, using a wide range 
of tools, is critical for unraveling the chronology 

David Smith; The Billiard Player, 1945; steel; 28 1/2 x 23 x 
6 1/2 inches; Collection Neuberger Museum of Art, Purchase 
College, SUNY; Gift of Roy R. Neuberger; 1974.22.16; © 
2021 The Estate of David Smith / Licensed by VAGA at 
Artists Rights Society (ARS), NY. Photo by Jim Frank.

continued on page 17
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County Executive George Latimer

"Last Mile" of New England 
Thruway to Connecticut Border 
Completed

Governor Kathy Hochul has 
announced the completion of the 
$135 million infrastructure im-
provement project on a section of 
the New England Thruway (I-95) 
in Westchester County known as 
the "Last Mile." The project began 
in 2018.

During the past several 
decades, 14 miles of I-95 in the 
Bronx, Pelham, New Rochelle, 
Mamaroneck, Harrison and Rye 
have been reconstructed. This 
project focused on the final one 
mile stretch from Exit 22 (Port 
Chester - Rye - Midland Avenue) to 
the Connecticut state line, which 
serves more than 140,000 motor-
ists every day.

"With investments in critical projects like 
I-95's Last Mile, we are not only helping bolster 
New York's economy, but solidifying our role as 
a national leader in transportation infrastruc-
ture," Governor Hochul said. "These corridor im-
provements are essential in ensuring a safe and 
reliable highway system for both commuters and 
visitors to New York."

"The completion of the "Last Mile" project 
on I-95 demonstrates the Thruway Authority's 
commitment to investing in infrastructure and 
modernizing our transportation system," Thru-
way Authority Executive Director Matthew J. 
Driscoll said. "This stretch of I-95 is one of the 
busiest on the Thruway and it was long overdue 
for these needed upgrades to the mainline, the 
interchange system and local overpasses. With 
the completion of this project, motorists can now 
enjoy an improved travel experience in this area."

ECCO III Enterprises Inc. from Yonkers 
completed the Design-Bid-Build Best Value con-
tract.

The project included:
I-95 Reconstruction--The I-95 mainline 

(milepost 14.1 to milepost 15.0) in both directions 
was reconstructed along with safety upgrades 
such as wider shoulders, updated pavement 
markings and the installation of guiderails and 
barriers.

Ramp Upgrades--The area contains a six-
ramp interchange system with the Cross West-
chester Expressway (I-287) and Midland Avenue 
in the City of Rye and Village of Port Chester.

Several ramps were upgraded and reconfig-
ured to improve traffic flow:

• The I-287 eastbound to I-95 northbound 
ramp bridge was replaced and realigned.

• The ramp from Midland Avenue was re-
aligned to connect directly to I-95 northbound.

• I-95 southbound was widened to provide a 
two-lane exit ramp to I-287 westbound.

• Improvements were made to the I-95 
northbound/Midland Avenue interchange.

Bridge Replacement and Rehabilita-
tion--The project also included work on several 

bridges:
• The Grace Church Street 

bridge over I-95 (milepost 14.46) 
was replaced and opened in Sept. 
2020

• The Boston Post Road 
bridge (milepost 13.71), Purchase 
Street bridge (milepost 13.48), the 
Blind Brook culvert bridge (mile-
post 13.34) and the Byram River 
bridge (milepost 14.93) were reha-
bilitated.

Senator Shelley B. Mayer 
said, "An incredible amount of 
planning went into ensuring the 
construction on this critical, high 
volume stretch of the Thruway ad-
dressed safety and neighborhood 

concerns. I applaud the Thruway Authority for 
working with neighbors and municipal officials 
to make this project as least disruptive as possi-
ble, and I am confident they will continue to en-
gage the community moving forward. Congratu-
lations on the completion of the 'Last Mile.'"

"Congratulations to the Thruway Author-
ity, contractors and workers who have reached 
a major milestone towards completion of the 
Last Mile project. This project is one of the larg-
est reconstruction projects in the history of the 
Authority. It was planned for decades and was 
needed to address safety and neighborhood con-
cerns. A project of this scale involved disruption 
to communities, neighborhoods and motorists 
but from the local perspective the Thruway Au-
thority made adjustments in design and in the 
construction schedule to address issues raised 
along the way and continues to work with us on 
issues that arise. I appreciate the Authority's re-
sponsiveness in working with neighbors and mu-
nicipal officials which I have seen firsthand here 
and across the state," Assemblymember Steve 
Otis added.

Westchester County Executive George La-
timer said, "As someone who has traveled along 
the New England Thruway for most of my life, I 
am thrilled to see that we are finally nearing the 
finish line and completing the "last mile" on this 
long-awaited project. Having represented this 
very area since before the project's inception 
almost 20 years ago, I have witnessed all of the 
difficulties associated with it as well as the solu-
tions that have followed. This $135 million dollar 
infrastructure project, including the one-mile 
stretch from Port Chester and Rye to the Con-
necticut border, included necessary safety up-
grades such as the addition of wider shoulders, 
updated pavement markings, and the installation 
of safety guardrails and barriers. I want to thank 
our partners at the New York State Thruway Au-
thority for their work on several updates related 
to this project, including the Grace Church Street 
Bridge and the Boston Post Road Bridge, all of 
which have impacted Westchester County's com-
muters in a very positive way." 

Saint Joseph’s Medical Center Receives $250,000 
Grant from Westchester Community Foundation

Saint Joseph’s Medi-
cal Center announced that 
it has received a $250,000 
one-year grant to increase 
access to behavioral health 
crisis services and support 
the implementation of the 
new nationwide suicide 
hotline number, known 
as 988 Lifeline, at St. Vin-
cent’s Hospital Westches-
ter in Harrison. This grant 
was made possible by the 
Westchester Community 
Foundation, a division of 
The New York Community 
Trust. 

“The anxiety and 
isolation of the COVID-19 
pandemic have contributed 
to increases in depression, 
substance abuse, and sui-
cide ideation in Westchester 
County,” said Laura Rossi, Esq, Executive Director 
of Westchester Community Foundation. “With this 
grant we hope to get people the specialized help that 
they need and expand crisis prevention support. 
With this grant, we can save lives.”

The grant will be used to:  
• Provide 24/7 telephonic and video coverage for 

crisis services and expand the operations of the mo-
bile resource to evenings and weekends; 

• Make the Crisis Prevention and Response 
Team available as an alternative to, or as additional 
support for, 911 responders in cases where individu-
als are experiencing behavioral health symptoms;  

• Recruit and train staff to prepare for the July 
2022 launch of the national 988 Lifeline. 

“As one of the largest providers of behavioral 
health services in the New York Metro Region, we are 
very pleased to receive this generous grant from the 
Westchester Community Foundation,” said Michael 
Spicer, President and CEO of Saint Joseph’s Medical 

Center. “This grant will help increase our services at a 
time when they are most urgently needed.” 

Founded by the Sisters of Charity of New York in 
1879, the St. Vincent’s Hospital Westchester division 
of Saint Joseph’s Medical Center offers inpatient and 
outpatient mental health and addiction treatment ser-
vices at its campus in Harrison and at off-site locations 
in White Plains, Tuckahoe, and Port Chester. A divi-
sion of Saint Joseph’s Medical Center, St. Vincent’s also 
provides mobile crisis services for Westchester Coun-
ty, manages residential services for 1,016 individuals in 
Westchester County and New York City, and operates 
four opioid treatment centers in New York City. 

Westchester Community Foundation’s mission 
is to connect generous people to the causes they care 
about and invest in transformative ideas and organi-
zations to improve lives and strengthen the commu-
nity. WCF is a division of The New York Community 
Trust, one of the largest community foundations in 
the country, with assets of approximately $2.6 billion.

From left, Bernadette Kingham-Bez, Senior VP for Behavioral Health Services at Saint 
Joseph’s Medical Center and Executive Director of St. Vincent’s Hospital Westchester; 
Laura Rossi, Esq, Executive Director of Westchester Community Foundation, and Michael 
Spicer, President and CEO, Saint Joseph’s Medical Center

Holiday Programs for Adults and Teens 
at the Harrison Public Library

The Harrison Public Li-
brary hosts many December 
programs for Adults and Teens 
starting on Monday, December 6 
at 7 pm. Watch the Food Lit Book 
Club that will be sharing the His-
tory of Eggnog & Holiday Drinks. 

This special Holiday Food 
Lit talk on the history of eggnog 
and other favorite holiday drinks 
features Food Historian Sar-
ah Wassberg. All are welcome 
to share their favorite holiday 
treats and ask Sarah questions 
after her presentation.

Register at https://www.harrisonpl.org/events/harrison/17327 for this free online pro-
gram. continued on page 13
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December Events at Purchase Free Library
Register for the following events at www.

purchasefreelibrary.org or call (914) 948-0550. All 
library programs are free.

Holiday Concert.  Saturday, December 4, 
12:00 pm.  Families and friends within the com-
munity are invited to attend the library’s holiday 
concert showcasing The Quintessentials from 
Manhattanville College. Featured songs will in-
clude adult holiday classics from the 1940s to the 
1960s, as well as children’s tunes from past and 
present.  All ages. Call for location.

Knitting Circle. Thursdays, December 2, 9, 
and 16.  1:30 pm to 2:30 pm. The knitting circle has 
thirteen members, and are looking for more to 
join.  Beginners welcome.

Kids and Crafts with Miss Anna.  Friday, 
December 17, 4:00 pm.  A delightful afternoon 
of holiday crafts and music. A monthly program.  
Kindergarten to Grade 6.  

Bridge Club.  Only one more person is need-

ed to start the official bridge club!  Dates and time 
to be determined.

The Real Book Club. The adult book club 
will not meet in December.  For the January 2022 
book selection, check the library’s website in the 
weeks to come.

Story Hour.  To place your son/daughter on 
the list for storytime, call the library.  As soon as 
ten families enroll and commit to a traditional sto-
ry hour, the library will be able to schedule weekly 
or biweekly sessions!  Dates and time to be deter-
mined for ages 3 to 5.

TEENS:  Who are . . . theratpack?    \ rat-pak\ 
noun slang : a close-knit group of people with 
common interests, who participate in various rec-
reational activities together.   How do teenagers 
impact the world through libraries and literature?  
By joining theratpack.  Grade 7 to Grade 12.

The library will be closed on December 25 
and will close at noon on December 24 and 31.

Election Night in Harrison

The Harrison Republican’s held a party after the November 2 Harrison election. The winners pictured are: Michael Giordano, 
Gina Evangelista, Liz Brown, Rich Dionisio and Jackie Greer

Ribbon Cutting at White Plains Hospital for 
New Operating Room

Dr. Robert Michler, Surgeon-in-Chief and 
Chairman of Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery 
at Montefiore, joined Susan Fox, President and 
CEO of White Plains Hospital and other Hospital 
leaders in cutting the ribbon on OR 8.

White Plains Hospital recently announced 
that through its partnership with the Montefiore 
Health System, White Plains Hospital now has 
internationally renowned surgeons from Monte-

fiore Einstein performing complex cardiac proce-
dures — including aortic valve surgery, coronary 
artery bypass surgery and mitral valve repair and 
replacement  in Westchester. Until now, nearly 
80% of Westchester County patients who needed 
open-heart surgery had to leave Westchester for 
care. Hudson Valley residents now have access to 
a full suite of world-class comprehensive cardiac 
care right here in Westchester County. 

Jose Lam, Dr. Kaare Weber, Frances Bardoni, Leigh Anne Mc Mahon, Dr. Bill Jakobleff, Dr. Robert Michler, Susan Fox, 
Dr. Michael Palumbo, Dawn French, Joe Guarracino, Jaime Huggler, Steven Weintraub

County Executive Latimer 
Observes Veterans Day

On November 10, County Executive George Latimer and Veterans Service Agency Director Ronald 
C. Tocci led a Veterans Day Ceremony at Lasdon Park, Arboretum and Veterans Memorial in Katonah.

Bills to End Spam Robocalls Are Signed Into Law
Assemblymember Amy Paulin (D-Scarsdale) an-

nounces that two of her bills to stop the daily nuisance 
of spam robocalls have been signed into law by Gover-
nor Kathy Hochul. “This legislation is a significant step 
in ending the current and escalating scourge of rob-
ocalls,” said Paulin. “At the same time, they will help 
protect consumers from fraudulent and costly robo-
call schemes. Robocalls are a quality-of-life issue and 
with these new laws we are tackling them head-on.”

A585a/S4281a requires telecommunication 
companies to authenticate calls using STIR/SHAKEN 
technology in order to crack down on spam robocalls. 
The measure will prevent nuisance callers from using 
technology to “spoof” their identity with a fake, invalid 
number, while also making it easier for authorities to 
trace illegal calls back to their source.

A268a/S6267a requires telecommunication pro-
viders to block calls coming from numbers that are 
not valid North American numbering plan numbers, 
numbers that are valid but are not allocated to a pro-
vider, and valid numbers that are allocated to a provid-
er but are unused. The law also requires providers to 
block calls when the subscriber assigned to a number 
has requested that calls purporting to originate from 
such number be blocked because such number is only 
used for inbound calls. 

Robocalls present a significant nuisance for New 
Yorkers on a daily basis and are the top consumer 
complaint received by the Federal Communications 
Commission. Year over year the issue has worsened 
exponentially, and figures indicate that it will contin-

ue to worsen unless preventive measures are imple-
mented to combat the problem. Requiring telecom-
munication providers to block these calls will afford 
much needed safeguards to decrease the number of 
unwanted robocalls New Yorkers receive. 

“Robocalls are disruptive, pervasive, and serve 
no benefit to families and communities. Blocking 
robocalls can protect vulnerable consumer popu-
lations from predatory practices, in particular our 
seniors who have been targeted by scammers during 
the pandemic. I am proud to sponsor this legislation, 
which blocks the majority of robocalls and I am grate-
ful to Governor Hochul for taking this step to help New 
Yorkers feel safe when using their phones.”

In many instances robocalls are scams targeted 
at consumers. “The scams are all different, and there 
won’t be a single silver bullet to fix them all, but these 
new laws attack the problem from multiple angles,” 
said Paulin.

“Robocalls are a daily annoyance,” continued 
Paulin. “No one wants to answer the phone anymore. 
You can’t even trust calls from local numbers. By re-
quiring providers to utilize technology that prevents 
spoofed numbers and proactively block calls that 
are clearly illegitimate, these laws are a critical step 
towards ending this nuisance. It’s time to take back 
control of our phones and end this telephone harass-
ment.”

A585a/S4281a is sponsored in the New York Sen-
ate by Senator Todd Kaminsky and A268a/S6267a is 
sponsored by Senator Jeremy Cooney.
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39th Annual Senior Hall of Fame
Westchester County Exec-

utive George Latimer will join 
in honoring the achievements 
of 44 senior citizens from 
throughout the County at the 
39th Annual Senior Citizens 
Hall of Fame Awards on Friday, 
December 3 at 11:30 a.m.  This 
year’s program names Judy 
Fink of Purchase and Lloyd 
Cort of Greenburgh with top 
honors. This will be the second 
year that this event will be livestreamed virtually 
via the Westchester Public Private Partnership for 
Aging Services website.

Judy Fink, LCSW of Purchase, a certified 
social worker, has been with Westchester Jewish 
Community Services (WJCS) for 26 years, and for 
the past 15 years has been director of geriatric 
services where she provides care management to 
hundreds of Westchester seniors. She also served 
as coordinator of WJCS’ Project Time-Out, an in-
home respite program to give caregivers a break 
from their 24/7 responsibilities. She has received 
the UJA Federation Communal Award, the WJCS’ 
Leonard Rohmer Award for high professional 
achievement, and the Golden Harvest Award. 

Before joining WJCS, Fink worked many 
years in hospitals, providing services to cancer 
patients and their families. The ability of seniors 
to age safely at home is essential to their peace of 
mind, as well as their family and caregivers. Fink 

oversees WJCS's comprehen-
sive geriatric services, including 
in-home assessments, person-
alized care planning, on-going 
case management, guidance 
on senior living options, and 
information and referrals for 
seniors. The program enables 
older individuals to age safely 
in the homes and communities.

Latimer said, “It is my hon-
or to commend this active group of Westchester 
County residents and induct them into our Senior 
Citizens Hall of Fame for their dedication and 
commitment to our communities. This longstand-
ing tradition is a simple way for us to say thank 
you and recognize top honorees like Mr. Cort and 
Ms. Fink for their time, energy and promise to en-
hancing the quality of life of those around them.”

44 Westchester County residents ages 60 and 
older will be inducted into the Hall of Fame on Fri-
day during the virtual awards presentation. The 
Class of 2021 includes 18 nominees over the age of 
80, and 4 over the age of 90. The oldest nominee 
this year is 93.

DSPS Commissioner Mae Carpenter said the 
achievements of the Hall of Fame honorees show 
the importance of people giving back to their 
communities and to each other. Carpenter said, 
“The honorees show that age is never a deterrent 
to being a vital member of our society. In fact, it’s 

Judy Fink

continued on page 12

Harrison Residents Participate in 6th Annual 
FIDF Ride

More than 40 Friends 
of the Israel Defense Forces 
(FIDF) supporters from across 
the U.S., including Harrison 
residents, Paula Blumenfeld 
and Joseph Gantz, participated 
in the” 6th Annual FIDF Ride” 
– a challenging and exhilarat-
ing six-day bicycle adventure 
through Israel.

The ride encourages soli-
darity and support for the sol-
diers of the Israel Defense Forc-
es (IDF) while allowing riders to 
experience Israel from the seats 
of their bikes. Participants gain 
an exclusive perspective of IDF Bases, including a 
visit to Mount Hermon Army Base with soldiers 
from the Armored 46 Battalion, as well as the 91 
Gallil Division, which serves on the border with 
Lebanon.

Joining the American FIDF supporters for 
this cross-county ride were Israeli professional 
cyclists. Among them was Omer Goldstein, Israel 
cycling champion who rides for the UCI World-
Team Israel Start-Up Nation and also competes 
in Tour de France; and his brother Roy Goldstein, 
two-time Israel Cycling Champion and former Is-
rael Cycling Academy Member, who also designed 
this year’s cycling routes. FIDF National Director, 

Major General (Res.) Nadav Padan, also joined the 
Mission.

Also participating in the ride was a group of 
wounded Israeli combat veterans who have bene-
fited from FIDF rehabilitative programs and pros-
thetic devices. Among them was Shlomo Nimrodi, 
a former platoon commander in the elite Shaldag 
Unit in 1978, who lost his leg following an IED ex-
plosion. Another participant was Itzhik Gabbay, 
an esteemed IDF wounded veteran who served in 
the IDF for 25 years. Itzhik was the former com-
mander of a combat unit who lost his leg following 
a combat-related injury. Both Shlomo and Itzhik 

continued on page 12

Let Julia and Hope Guide You Home for the Holidays

Julia Brasesco GRI

Licensed Associate Broker
Serving NY & CT
m. 914.450.8338 
julia.brasesco@compass.com
JuliaBHomes.com

80 Theodore 
Fremd Ave. 
Rye, NY 10580

The Julia Brasesco Team is a team of real estate agents affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Infor-
mation is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are 
approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

Happy Holidays 
Julia Brasesco Team

We are extremely grateful for our clients, and look forward to a happy and hopeful 
2022. Thank you for your continued trust in us with your home search. In preparation 
of what is expected to be a busy spring market, please reach out to learn more about 
the proven strategies and stellar services of The Julia Brasesco Team.



Harrison Paint Supply
Established in 1946 “We Discount”

A Complete
Paint Center

Personalized Service Everyday
Benjamin Moore Paints   •   Olympic Stains
Household Hardware   •   Pittsburgh Paints
Cabot Stains   •   Computer Color Matching

Painters Pants & Overalls  •  Ladders  •  Equipment

Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30am - 5pm    Sat 7:30am - 2:30pm

59 Purdy St., Harrison, NY
www.harrisonpaintsupply.com

914-835-0830

Happy Holidays & a Wonderful New Year!
from everyone at the

Harrison Herald & Shoreline Publishing
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Always an Adventure Watercolor 
Paintings at the Library

The Harrison Council for the Arts 
presents "Always an Adventure!" watercol-
or paintings by Lynne Wesolowski on view 
until December 31 at the Harrison Public 
Library, 2 Bruce Avenue, Harrison. Meet 
the artist on December 5 from 2:00pm to 
4:00pm.  

Lynne came to the creative life well 
into her adult years. She had no interest, 
background or training in the arts while 
growing up. A mid-life revelation pushed 
her toward watercolor painting and opened 
a magical world. Based in New York and 
Florida now, she pursues creative experi-
ences in all media with her artistic groups 
both North and South.

“Non-objective and abstracted work 
is freeing to the artist and presents many 
opportunities to the viewer. We each bring 
our personal lens to a piece and filter our 
response through that. I paint for myself; 
however, I am thrilled when something 
resonates with a viewer. A connection be-
tween viewer and artwork makes it worth-
while. I feel fortunate to have this creative 
drive,” noted the artist.

For more information see http://www.
harrisonpl.org or call the Library at 914-
835-0324. 

HHREC Annual Fall Benefit 
Honors Real Estate Leader

The Holocaust & Hu-
man Rights Education Cen-
ter (HHREC) of White Plains, 
honored Andrew M. Green-
span, Principal, GHP Office 
Realty at their Annual Benefit 
on October 28th at Westches-
ter Country Club in Rye.

The annual event drew 
close to 200 people who came 
to honor Greenspan and 
hear a keynote speech from 
Scott Shay, Co-Founder and 
Chairman of Signature Bank. 
Attendees included Holo-
caust Survivors and Libera-
tors from the HHREC Speakers Bureau, and 
direct descendants who are HHREC Genera-
tions Forward speakers, a group of children 
and grandchildren of Holocaust survivors who 
meet throughout the year to work on ongoing 
projects and to speak at educational events and 
book clubs in the greater Westchester County 
area.

The Holocaust & Human Rights Education 
Center is a not-for-profit organization based 
in White Plains that serves Westchester, Fair-
field and neighboring counties. Their Mission 
is to enhance the teaching and learning of the 

lessons of the Holocaust and 
the right of all people to be 
treated with dignity and re-
spect. They encourage stu-
dents to speak up and act 
against all forms of bigotry 
and prejudice. Their work 
with students and teachers 
helps schools fulfill the New 
York State mandate that the 
Holocaust and other human 
rights abuses be included in 
their curriculum.

 Since 1994, they have 
brought the lessons of the 
Holocaust, genocide and hu-

man rights crimes to more than 1,500 teachers, 
and through them to thousands of middle and 
high school students. Through their volun-
teer Educators Program Committee, the Holo-
caust & Human Rights Education Center gives 
teachers the unique opportunity to develop 
programs for themselves and others. These 
programs not only enrich teachers' knowl-
edge about the Holocaust and related issues, 
but they   also provide the lens through which 
to view all other human rights violations. For 
more information call 914.696.0738 or email 
info@hhrecny.org 

 Scott Shay with Principal GHP Andrew 
Greenspan. Photo credit—Julie Rothschild

Shop Local this Holiday Season!!
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Calling all Huskies!

The market is strong.
Inventory is tight.
Now is the time to sell!

THE APRIL MAY AND JUNE TEAM 

914.882.3279 | aprilmayjune@compass.com 
Thinking of selling your home? Call to get started today!

100+
FAMILIES SERVED

44+
COMBINED YRS 
OF EXPERIENCE

33
COMBINED YRS 
LIVING IN HARRISON

Source: OneKey MLS, Office Exclusive Sales, Pending & Sold, Harrison Schools 1/1/2000-8/11/2021 by April Saxe, May Burke, June Hatch
The April May June Team is a team of real estate salespersons affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.
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MAGAZINE

MAGAZINE
             WINTER                                                                                                       2022

RESERVE 
YOUR SPOT
TODAY IN...

HOME  ∙  HEALTH  ∙  FAMILY  ∙  FOOD  ∙  BEAUTY  ∙  BUSINESS

START OFF THE NEW YEAR WITH US!!!
Westchester Women magazine is the perfect opportunity to showcase your business. The all-female 
run magazine’s mission is to inspire, educate and empower women. 

Westchester Women magazine is a COMPLIMENTARY publication mailed to ALL homes in 
Larchmont, Harrison, Purchase, Pelham, Pelham Manor and select areas of Mamaroneck, Bronxville 
and New Rochelle (30,000 mailed and distributed).

Westchester Women magazine is also available throughout these towns and online at 
westchester-women.com

FEATURING THE
2022 HEALTH, BEAUTY & FITNESS GUIDE
1/4 page ads receive 100 word editorial and photo space in the guide.
1/2 and full page ads receive 150 word editorial and photo space in the guide.

FOR DETAILS & TO RESERVE A SPACE CALL 914-738-7869

ADVERTISING DEADLINES:
ISSUE AD DEADLINE PUB DATE
WINTER Dec. 8 Jan. 5
SPRING March 8 April 6
SUMMER May 9 June 2
FALL Aug. 22 Sept. 7
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New Harrison Mixed-Use Project Under Construction
White Plains law firm McCullough, Gold-

berger & Staudt, LLP has been integral in helping 
obtain local land use and Westchester County IDA 
approvals, as well as assisting with the construc-
tion loan closing, for yet another project that is 
reshaping the I-287 corridor: the construction of 
a mixed-use project known as Alexan Harrison, 
with 450 units of rental housing and retail uses at 
3 Westchester Park Drive. 

3 WPD Apartments LLC, a joint venture 
between Marcus Partners, Inc. of Boston, and 
Trammell Crow Residential, have broken ground 
on construction of the project, consisting of two 
5-story buildings with 450 rental apartments and 
retail space on the 10.6-acre site in Harrison. The 
site is currently vacant, the former office building 
on the property having been demolished within 
the last year to prepare the site for construction 
of the new project. The apartment buildings will 
incorporate sustainable and green technologies to 
save energy and reduce carbon footprint. 

The project would be another step in the 
transformation of the area between Hutchinson 
River Parkway and Interstates 287 and 684 from 
historical office parks dating to the 1960s-1980s, 
to a diverse mix of uses including residential, rec-
reational, retail and medical facilities, as well as 
office buildings.

“We are grateful to McCullough, Goldberg-
er and Staudt, LLP for their assistance in help-
ing us to obtain the necessary approvals to make 
this project a reality,’’ said Andy Huntoon, TCR’s 
Northeast Managing Director. “Rental housing is a 
key component to the transformation of the I-287 

corridor, and we are confident that this project 
will be an asset, providing much-needed housing 
in an area that is attracting new development.”

The Town of Harrison Town Board and Plan-
ning Board granted the necessary Special Excep-
tion Use Permit, Site Plan, Freshwater Wetlands 
Permit and Slope Permit approvals for the project, 
which underwent local land use review between 
2018-2020.  In addition, the Westchester County 
Industrial Development Agency approved incen-
tives for the project, which is near the existing Life 
Time Athletic fitness center and the Wegmans 
Food Market that opened in 2020.

The project will feature green space, includ-
ing a walking path and gardens, as well as a fitness 
center and other amenities. A central road will 

bisect the apartment buildings and connect to 
the Carraway project and Wegmans on Corporate 
Park Drive.

Among the features of the project are:
• Retail and local services: Approximately 6,000 

square feet and up to four retail spaces
• Affordable housing: Five (5%) percent of resi-

dential units (23 units) will be available to res-
idents with household incomes of 80% AMI at 
30% for rent

• Broad range of residential amenities, two park-
ing garages and other improvements for use of 
residents

• Improved connectivity and public easement for 
pedestrian and vehicular access to Corporate 
Park Drive. 

McCullough, Goldberger & Staudt, LLP has re-
ceived accolades for its involvement in the 
repurposing of the I-287 Corridor from aging 
office parks to a mix of housing and retail uses. 
The firm has been integral in obtaining approv-
als for other projects including:

• The Life Time Fitness facility on Westches-
ter Park Drive, consisting of a new, attractive, 
approximately 209,000 square foot state-of-
the-art fitness facility, at the site of the former 
Gannett building, which was utilized as a news-
paper production and distribution facility for 
many years,

• Carraway The Toll Brothers/Normandy Real 
Estate Partners transformation of two obsolete 
office buildings along the I-287 corridor in Har-
rison into a multi-family residential develop-
ment with 421 rental apartments, including 42 
affordable units.

• Wegmans Food Markets, a Rochester based 
grocery store chain, opening a 125,000 square-
foot, stand-alone store on a 20-acre site on Cor-
porate Park Drive in Harrison adjacent to the 
new Carraway residential development. 

• Simone Development Companies and Monte-
fiore Health System, for the renovation of the 
now vacant four-story office building at 104 
Corporate Park Drive in Harrison, which will 
be turned into a 115,000-square-foot facility 
that will be leased to Montefiore. MGS obtained 
land use and Industrial Development Agency 
approvals that helped pave the way for the de-
velopment of a new pediatric specialty care fa-
cility.

Westchester Community College’s 2021 Cohort of 
Honors College Students includes Harrison Resident

Westchester Community College {WCC}, wel-
comed a new cohort of 18 students into its Honors 
College for the fall 2021 semester. This is the fifth 
entering cohort since the Honors College founding 
in 2017. These ambitious scholars are pursuing SUNY 
and NYSDE approved honors-designated degrees in 
one of two curricula: Liberal Arts and Sciences: So-
cial Science, or Liberal Arts and Sciences: Human-
ities. Honors College students are chosen following a 
rigorous selection process, including extensive appli-
cations, recommendations and interviews. 

Accepted students receive guaranteed tuition 
coverage and substantial textbook stipends from the 
WCC Foundation thanks to the generosity of an anon-
ymous donor. They will have to fulfill at least 40% of 
their program requirements at the honors level and 
maintain a 3.5 GPA to graduate with an honors-des-
ignated associate degree. These student scholars also 
have access to specialized co-curricular program-
ming, including the study abroad program offered in 
partnership with Cambridge University, the Philoso-
phia Honors Society, student conferences and sym-
posia, student publications, and internships.

“Westchester Community College is an in-
stitution where those with a passion to improve 
and achieve can find the resources and instruction 
needed to reach their goals,” said WCC President Dr. 
Belinda Miles. “Students from all walks of life, with a 
diverse array of needs and interests, seek their oppor-
tunity on our campus. Our most recent Honors Col-
lege students are not just an elite cohort; they exem-

plify the spirit of all our students. From the student 
whose life goal is to help teens in need of mental assis-
tance because she was told that adolescents like her 
shouldn’t have any mental issues to the immigrant 
student who plans to become a lawyer and advocate 
for human rights, WCC will be preparing a new gen-
eration of change-makers whose vision and devotion 
will help make our region – and our nation – a better 
place.

“We are proud of the opportunities we offer our 
high-achieving students, such as those in our Honors 
College. WCC offers these students a tremendous 
foundation for pursuing their academic goals at such 
four-year institutions as Harvard, Yale, Dartmouth, 
Columbia, Williams, NYU, Sarah Lawrence, as well as 
SUNY campuses and local colleges.”

Honors College Class of 2023 Cohort includes 
Razan Mustafa, a graduate of Harrison High School, 
now in Liberal Arts and Sciences: Social Science A.A., 
Honors Concentration at WCC.

Westchester Community College provides over 
31,000 full-time and part-time students with an edu-
cation taught by award-winning faculty at one of the 
lowest tuition rates in New York State. The college 
offers over 60 degree and certificate programs, in-
cluding innovative programs in such high-demand 
fields as cybersecurity, health information technolo-
gy, respiratory therapy, and digital filmmaking. The 
college reflects the rich diversity of its region and was 
the first SUNY campus to be designated a Hispanic 
Serving Institution. 

from climate change in New York under various sce-
narios and will seek to convey this information in 
ways that are actionable, relevant, and easy to under-
stand. Nearly 80 individuals representing more than 
60 different organizations across the United States 
and Canada will be involved in developing the Assess-
ment which will help residents, businesses, and deci-
sion makers across the state better plan and prepare 
for the impacts of climate change on our systems and 
infrastructure. The Assessment will incorporate the 
latest data, models, and scientific understanding of 
climate change.

 Specifically, it will include:
• Up-to-date projections of future climate condi-

tions in New York State;
• In-depth economic impact assessments;
• A peer-reviewed technical report on impacts and 

adaptation strategies; and
• Summaries and other materials designed for use 

by particular audiences.
These resources will be made publicly available 

on NYSERDA's website once the assessment is com-
pleted, which is expected in early 2023.

To ensure the final Assessment reflects a wide 
range of input and engagement, NYSERDA has as-
sembled a team of national climate science experts 
and representatives from diverse communities and 
constituencies from across New York State, other 
U.S. states - California, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
New Jersey, Indiana, and Texas - and Canada as well 
as members of indigenous communities to collabo-
rate on developing the Assessment. Eight technical 
working groups will lead much of the Assessment, 

including searching and critically reviewing the best 
available scientific literature, incorporating new 
projections, and developing the technical report. 
Each workgroup is led by two co-chairs and has been 
tasked with examining climate change impacts in one 
of the following eight sectors: agriculture, buildings, 
ecosystems, energy, human health and safety, society 
and economy, transportation, and water resources.

In addition to these sectors, the Assessment 
will address several cross-cutting perspectives such 
as equity and underserved communities, municipal 
government concerns, marine coastal zones, and the 
Great Lakes. Advisory groups comprised of represen-
tatives from communities and industries that are es-
pecially active in or impacted by sector activities will 
support the work of each technical working group 
to ensure that the final assessment captures the im-
pacts that matter most, the process is driven by the 
needs of people who will use this research, and the 
results are accessible and actionable. NYSERDA has 
selected Consensus Building Institute (CBI), Eastern 
Research Group (ERG), Columbia University, and 
Industrial Economics (IEc) to provide technical mod-
eling, administrative coordination and facilitation 
support for the assessment.

In New York, climate change is already having 
a profound impact on society, the economy, and nat-
ural ecosystems. The agricultural growing season is 
fluctuating, coastal and inland flooding is happening 
more often, populations of plants and wildlife are 
changing, catastrophic weather events are more like-
ly, and their costs to human life and infrastructure is 
increasing. 

Collaborative Climate Research Effort to Be Conducted
continued from page 3
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an advantage because of the life experiences they 
bring with them. Their generous contributions 
have helped to make Westchester County one of 
the most senior-friendly places in the world.”

The Senior Hall of Fame began as part the 
300th Anniversary of Westchester County’s found-
ing. Its purpose was to showcase how seniors have 
contributed to building the County. Almost 1250 
seniors have been inducted since.

Locally, Dr. Sudhir Vaidya of Purchase and 
Trevor Strayer of Harrison were also named to the 
Westchester Senior Citizens Hall of Fame – Class 
of 2021.

  Among this year’s award recipients, four se-
niors will receive Special Recognition: Dr. Sanat 
Dagli MD, of Irvington, Jim Dolan, of Verplanck, 
Ms. Joyce May Henery, of Yonkers and William (Bil-
ly) Thomas, of Mount Vernon will be recognized. 

The Senior Citizens Hall of Fame is spon-
sored by the Westchester County Department of 
Senior Programs and Services (DSPS); the West-
chester County Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Conservation; Westchester County Livable 
Communities and the Westchester Public/Private 
Partnership for Aging Services.

Event can be viewed from the www.west-
chesterpartnership.org website. 

To be nominated, seniors must have made 
significant and enduring contributions to en-
hance Westchester’s quality of life through their 
professional work, volunteer achievements or 
both. Nominations are made by members of the 
community, and the honorees are selected by a 
panel of judges. The names of past honorees are 
engraved on plaques that are permanently dis-
played at the DSPS office in Mount Vernon.

39th Annual Senior Hall of Fame
continued from page 7

received their sports prosthetic thanks to FIDF's 
Wounded Soldiers Program. 

FIDF helps disabled and newly injured Israe-
li combat soldiers reclaim their lives following a 
severe combat-related wound, injury, or trauma. 
The program includes soldier-to soldier mentor-
ing and emboldens wounded soldiers with a sense 
of community and personal empowerment. 

“The ride was an unforgettable journey, go-
ing from the Galilee and the Golan Heights all the 
way to Jerusalem,” said Gilbert Chalem of Miami 
who participated in his second mission ride. "We 
enjoyed 6 days of awesome cycling, great friend-
ships, and good moments to share, all for an im-
portant cause: supporting our soldiers and the 
future of Israel."

The U.S. and Israeli cyclists rode through 
around 300 miles and a total vertical climb of 
over 26,000 feet. Starting in the Jordan Valley, the 

group cycled on the side of the Afula Valley with 
a view of the Golan mountains and continued to 
ride along the border through the village of Ajar, 
which separates Israel and Lebanon and through 
Metula. The bike journey also took them to Ma-
sada where they continued to Hermonit – a for-
mer IDF military post, through Mount Bentel and 
along the Syrian border in Israel, as well as parts 
of the Golan Heights and Sea of Galilee. 

“We are extremely excited to be hosting our 
“6th Annual FIDF Ride” in Israel, which provided 
an incredible opportunity for FIDF supporters to 
spend time with Israeli soldiers, experience the 
land and explore Israel in a fun and challenging 
way,” said FIDF Midwest Executive Director Tamir 
Oppenheim. “Biking across Israel with wounded 
veterans also helps participants to really under-
stand the impact FIDF has on the lives of the brave 
men and women who benefit from our programs.”

Harrison Residents Participate in 6th Annual FIDF Ride
continued from page 7

Governor Announces Funding for 
Prepardness to Help Communities Statewide

Governor Kathy Hochul 
has announced more than 
$251 million in federal funding 
to support counterterrorism 
and emergency preparedness 
efforts across New York. The 
funding, provided by the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency through its FY2021 
Homeland Security Grant 
Program, supports regional 
homeland security prepared-
ness efforts, including plan-
ning, organization, equipment, 
training and exercise activities 
which are critical to sustaining and improving 
community prevention, protection, response, 
and recovery capabilities. The New York State 
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Services manages these programs in close coor-
dination with local stakeholders. 

"Keeping New Yorkers safe is one of our 
most critical responsibilities, and this funding 
will help localities and institutions prepare to 
defend against a variety threats, from natural 
disasters to threats of terror," Governor Ho-
chul said. "I thank the Biden Administration 
and our partners in Congress for working with 
us to make the necessary investments that will 
help us protect against the impacts of climate 
change, as well as those posed by the appalling 
hate-based acts of violence we have seen unfold 
across the nation."  

State Division Homeland Security and 
Emergency Services Executive Deputy Commis-
sioner Terence J. O'Leary said, "These funds will 
help counties and cities strengthen their coun-
terterrorism efforts against domestic and inter-
national threats, as well as enhance our secu-
rity along the northern border. The Division is 
committed to helping our local partners bolster 
their emergency preparedness posture and to 
protect New Yorkers against acts of terrorism."

FEMA's Homeland Security Grant Program 
is comprised of three separate risk-based grants 
aimed at assisting state, local and tribal efforts 
in preventing, preparing for, protecting against 

and responding to acts of ter-
rorism. Those programs are 
the State Homeland Security 
Program, the Urban Area Se-
curity Initiative and Operation 
Stonegarden. 

State Homeland Secu-
rity Program - $70.6 million 
The State Homeland Security 
Program provides funding to 
prevent, protect against, re-
spond to, and recover from 
acts of terrorism and other 
catastrophic disasters. Per 
federal guidelines, the Di-

vision of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Services awards 80% of this funding to local 
jurisdictions. This includes the list of awards 
below, as well as an additional suite of targeted 
grants which will be made available in the com-
ing months. The remaining 20% of funding is 
used by the state to further enhance New York's 
counterterrorism and emergency preparedness 
posture statewide. 

Investments were required to support the 
following priority areas to build statewide capa-
bilities: 
• Strengthening Intelligence and Informa-
tion-Sharing Capabilities 
• Enhancing Cyber Security Capabilities 
• Addressing Emerging Threats 
• Enhancing the Protection of Soft Targets/
Crowded Places 
• Combating Domestic Violent Extremism 

Executive Director of the New York State 
Conference of Mayors Peter A. Baynes said, 
"New York's mayors thank Governor Hochul 
for her concerted effort to get this critically 
important homeland security and emergency 
preparedness funding out to local governments 
throughout New York.  The top priority of every 
local leader is to protect the health, safety and 
welfare of their citizens and this funding will 
go a long way toward fulfilling that mission. 
NYCOM looks forward to continuing to work 
closely with Governor Hochul to forge a strong 
state-local partnership."

Over the past several years, The Harrison 
Holiday Project has collected funds for food and 
gifts to give to Harrison families in need. This 
initiative, which was created to spread holiday 
cheer to needy families in Harrison, West Har-
rison and Purchase, has become the 'feel-good' 
project of the year that many look forward to. It 
brings this community together to help one an-
other. As the 2021 Holiday Season approaches, 
this year has been more challenging in so many 
ways for the entire community and many neigh-
bors lost so much during the floods. Everyone 
likes to feel special during the    holiday season, 
no matter his or her age. As residents and past 
supporters of the Project help bring holiday joy 
to members of the community.

With the prolongation of difficult econom-
ic conditions brought on by the COVID-19 crisis 
and the recent devastating floods caused by Hur-
ricane Ida, the Harrison Department of Com-
munity Services continues to receive assistance 
requests from Harrison residents in need. With 
the public’s generosity, we will be able to provide 
during the holiday time for these individuals 
within our community. The Harrison Holiday 
Project families range from 1 to 10 people includ-
ing the elderly, single parents, and children, in-
fants to teens.

Last year, the recipients were extremely 
grateful for the gift cards. Again, this year, in lieu 

of purchasing physical gifts for each person, the 
organizers will be giving every individual a gift 
card to Target which will allow them to purchase 
toys, clothing, electronics, health/beauty items 
and much more. In addition, each individual will 
also receive a gift card to purchase food at a lo-
cal supermarket. This year, the Harrison Holiday 
Project is aiming to get the Target gift cards into 
the hands of those in need in time for them to do 
their holiday shopping.

To sponsor one or more families, send a 
check payable to "The Harrison Holiday Project" 
to The Harrison Holiday Project, P.O. Box 47, 
Harrison, NY 10528 or visit https://paypal.me/
HolidayProject2020 to make an online donation.

The average dollar amount that The Harri-
son Holiday Project gives to each family in need 
is $150.  All monies collected will help purchase 
the gift cards as well as support the Harrison 
Food Pantry. Any donation, large or small, will be 
greatly appreciated.

This is the perfect time of year to focus on 
giving rather than receiving. Demonstrate why it     
is great to live in Harrison by helping your neigh-
bors feel the joy of this year's holiday season.

If you have any questions, contact via email 
at theharrisonholidayproject@gmail.com or     
send e mail to The Harrison Holiday Project, P.O. 
Box 47, Harrison, NY 10528.

Jenny Schenk & Toni Braiotta

Harrison Holiday Project

Governor Kathy Hochul
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The Caregiver Dilemma and Multigenerational Planning

BY BERNARD A. KROOKS, CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY 

Over the years, we have heard clients discuss 
with us the many challenges they have faced when 
thrust, often quite unexpectedly and unprepared, 
into the role of caregiver for a loved one.  A caregiv-
er is someone who provides help and support to 
a person who is older or has disabilities or to one 
who is sick and who helps manage that person’s 
ADLs (activities of daily living such as eating, toi-
leting, bathing and dressing). 

As we get older, it is anticipated that caregiv-
ing issues will become even more important.  More 
than 10,000 people in the United States reach age 
65 each day and the older we get, the more likely it 

is that we will have significant health issues that 
require us to rely on others for help.  Most of that 
help comes from family members who do not get 
paid to provide this type of support or help. 

In fact, The National Alliance for Caregiv-
ing and AARP in a 2020 report estimated that 
family caregiving in the past five years alone has 
increased from 43.5 million to 53 million people 
providing unpaid care to an adult with health-re-
lated needs.  It’s been estimated that family care-
givers provide close to $500 billion in unpaid care 
services annually.  That does not take into account 
the amount of time and money lost due to the 
caregiver having to take off from work or other 
responsibilities.   

On top of the emotional strain of caregiving, 
one in seven caregivers provides financial support 
for an aging parent as well as a child. It has been 
estimated that nearly half of adults in their 40s 
and 50s already have a parent 65 or older and are 
raising a child or supporting a grown child.  As you 
might surmise, caregivers are often under a lot of 
stress due to time constraints and financial con-
siderations.  

While most caregiving is unpaid, there may 
be reasons to compensate the caregiver for ser-
vices provided.  In doing so, it’s critical to have a 

written caregiver agreement between the caregiv-
er and the person receiving care.   This may help 
avoid family conflict or tension later on.

A properly drafted caregiver agreement 
should outline the scope of services to be provid-
ed and the basis for the compensation.  Not only 
will this help alleviate family strife, but it can also 
be important if Medicaid is needed to help pay for 
some of the cost of long-term care.  Medicaid is a 
‘means-tested” government health care program 
that covers long-term care at home or in a nursing 
home, if needed.  However, to qualify, an individu-
al cannot have more than $15,900 in non-exempt 
assets.  Moreover, any uncompensated gifts within 
the applicable look-back period may disqualify the 
person from receiving benefits.  Thus, payments 
to caregivers need to be documented pursuant to a 
written agreement so as not to have the payments 
be construed as gifts or uncompensated transfers 
for Medicaid purposes. 

Another consideration that needs to be tak-
en into account in these situations is the family 
home. It’s not uncommon for a caregiver child to 
move in to take care of a parent, thus possibly im-
pacting the child’s own career and earning ability. 
We have seen numerous situations where the chil-
dren basically gave up their lives to live with and 

take care of a parent for several years. In our ex-
perience, parents generally want to preserve their 
home for their children, especially a child who is 
taking care of that parent in the parent’s home. 

Similar to the Medicaid exemption discussed 
above pertaining to written caregiver agreements, 
there also is an exception to the “transfer penalty” 
imposed on the transfer of a home to a caregiver 
child. If the child has lived with the parent for at 
least two years immediately prior to the parent 
entering a skilled nursing facility, and but for the 
care provided by the child to the parent, that par-
ent would have to be admitted to a facility, that 
home transfer is exempt.  

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner 
of Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Law-
yer of the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for 
excellence in Elder Law and has been honored as 
one of the “Best Lawyers” in America since 2008. 
He was elected to the Estate Planning Hall of Fame 
by the National Association of Estate Planners & 
Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is past Chair of the Elder 
Law Committee of the American College of Trust 
and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr. Krooks may be 
reached at (914-684-2100) or by visiting the firm’s 
website at www.elderlawnewyork.com.

TABLE HOPPING with Morris Gut
Where to Celebrate the Holidays! 

Whether you’ve been naughty or nice, time to 
make plans with friends and family. If you are dining 
out, restaurants have been trying their best to adhere 
to Covid protocols. Take-out & delivery from your fa-
vorite eatery is a fine option, too. Here are some festive 
suggestions!

FESTIVE MODERN ITALIAN OUT OF A
VINTAGE DINER!

Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo has been marking 
his 20th Anniversary serving robust Italian regional 
cuisine out of a vintage diner via the 50s, with counter 
and booths in the front and an airy greenhouse in the 
rear. For the holiday season, Vivolo has premiered a fall 
menu with such specialties as hearty ‘Piatto al Salto’, a 
unique selection of Italian stir fry, gluten free. Choices 
include Arragosta e Capesante, lobster tail, bay scal-
lops, mixed mushrooms, scallions, roasted peppers, 
pine nuts, garlic & oil. Look for such favorites as As-
paragus Gratinati; Crostino di Polenta; a fabulous Lin-
guine with Vongole. For dessert: Affogato, Vivolissimo 
Sundaes, and Bomba Baci. Fine wine list. The dining 
room sparkles evenings.  Trattoria Vivolo, 301 Halstead 
Ave., Harrison. Open Tuesday-Sunday. 914-835-6199.  
trattoriavivolo.com 

HOLIDAY FIESTA AT CANTINA, WHITE PLAINS!
Host John Solo of bustling Cantina Taco & Tequi-

la in White Plains is offering a 3-taco lunch for $9.95 all 
season long, or you can choose one of their tasty que-
sadillas with steak, chicken, shrimp, or a big Burrito. 
A new Street Bowl is available with choice of protein, 
for $8.95. Might be a good time for one of their frozen 
drinks, too. Cantina is a colorful restaurant. Try the 
new Birria Tacos, Cheeseburger Tacos, and such on-
going house specialties as: Chicken Wings, Carnitas, 
Chicken Mole, and Steak Fajita. Cantina Taco & Tequi-
la, 166 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains. Open 7 days. 

Happy Hours. Festive party facilities. 914-461-3959. 
cantinany.com 

SOUTHERN COMFORT AT FREEBIRD, 
WHITE PLAINS!

I have been enjoying my visits to Freebird Kitchen 
& Bar this past year. We have devoured the meaty Half 
Racks of Baby Back Ribs, Cobb Salad, spicy Chicken 
Wings, crispy Brussels Sprouts. Shrimp & Grits and 
Braised Short Ribs, too. The cooking here is very satis-
fying, and all done with a southern theme. Portions are 
ample and shareable. The seasonal lighting and those 
artsy birds hanging from the ceiling in the dining room 
make for a magical atmosphere. There is a seasonal 
rooftop. Happy hours: Tues.-Thurs. 4-6pm; Fri. 2-6 p.m. 
Freebird, 161 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains. Open 
Tuesday thru Sunday for lunch, dinner & weekend 
brunch. 914-607-2476   freebirdkitchenandbar.com 

MULINO’S HOLIDAY FEST!
It is over-the-top at Mulino’s of Westchester in 

White Plains during the holidays, and it begins with 
the bright glittering lights at the entranceway. The 
annual Christmas Holiday Fest at Mulino’s lasts right 
thru the season and it’s a sight to behold for the whole 
family! The fountain garden is beautiful as is the lavish 
dining room and bar/lounge. General Manager Gimmy 
Cavagna and his staff are keeping the premises spiffy 
as ever: gesticulating Christmas decorations galore, 
life size toy soldiers, the bursting colorful floral dis-
plays, the handsome multilevel seating area. A special 
holiday menu is served. Open 7 days. Bring the whole 
family. Valet parking. Reservations advised. Mulino’s 
of Westchester, 99 Court Street, White Plains 914-761-
1818  www.mulinosny.com

(Morris Gut has been tracking and writing about 
the food & dining scene in greater Westchester for 30 
years. Call 914-235-6591, gutreactions@optonline.net) 

Holiday Programs for Adults and Teens at the Harrison Public Library
continued from page 5

Holiday Baking with 
Award-winning Baker Tina 
Zaccardi will take place on 
Tuesday, December 7 at 3 
pm ET. Award-winning bak-
er and Westchester native 
Tina Zaccardi is back by 
popular demand! Tina will 
be showing viewers how to 
make popular holiday cook-
ies. You can bake along with 
Tina or watch and bake lat-
er. Recipes will be provided. 
Register at https://www.
harrisonpl.org/events/har-
rison/18931 for this free on-
line program. 

Handmade Festive 
Cards with Art Instructor 
Doreen Grozinger will be on   
site,  Saturday, December 12 
at 3 pm ET. Register at https://www.harrisonpl.
org/events/harrison/18768. Join local art instruc-
tor Doreen Grozinger and create beautiful 
paper cards in time for the holiday season 
or any time. All materials will be provided 
by the library. Teens are welcome to join.

A Holiday Lecture: The Seven Fishes 
and Other Italian Christmas Traditions 
with Toni McKeen will take place Mon-
day, December 15 at 7 pm ET. Get into the 
spirit of this holiday season with Lectur-
er Toni McKeen who  will discuss many 
of the favorite Italian traditions that 
are celebrated during the holidays and 
how they came to be celebrated. She will 
even throw in some delicious recipes for 
you to make and enjoy with your family. 
Register for this free online program at  
at  https://www.harrisonpl.org/events/ 

harrison/18212
Create a Masterpiece 

with Art Instructor Connie 
Manna on Saturday, De-
cember 18 at 3 pm ET. Con-
nie Manna is back by pop-
ular demand! She will be 
showing how to create an 
Impressionist masterpiece. 
All are welcome to join this 
virtual class on Zoom. The 
first 20 people to register 
will receive the painting kit 
from the library, including 
a canvas, acrylic paints, and 
a paintbrush. The class  will 
be painting Monet's View 
of Salis (1888). No experi-
ence required. Register at 
https://www.harrisonpl.

org/events/harrison/18561Tina Zaccardi
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Legislation Protecting the 
Safety of Schoolchildren

Governor Kathy Hochul  signed legislation 
S.4661/A.7330 which provides for the transfer of a por-
tion of fines issued for illegally passing a school bus to 
the comprehensive school bus driver safety training 
program for the study and promotion of issues involv-
ing school bus safety, establishing a school bus motor-
ist education fund. This legislation aims to discourage 
motorists from illegally passing stopped school buses 
thus increasing safety to school children.

"Keeping our children safe is priority number 
one for my administration and we are taking steps on 
every front to ensure we do just that," Governor Ho-
chul said. "Drivers should know better than to pass 
a stopped school bus, but we see this issue time and 
time again. I am proud to sign this legislation that 
boosts training for school bus drivers and further 
protects children traveling to and from school."

This legislation calls for the design and imple-
mentation of a public education program to educate 
motorists on the dangers of passing a school bus 
and to promote school bus safety. S.4661/A.7330 also 

creates a School Bus Motorist Education Fund, and 
directs surcharges imposed for passing a stopped 
school bus be paid into this fund for use in providing 
grants for the study of the issue, the development of 
proposals to reduce the number of violations, and 
to promote school bus safety, as well as to fund the 
aforementioned public education program.

Senator Kevin Parker said, "I applaud Governor 
Hochul for putting students first! The safety of our 
students is a priority from the moment they enter 
the school bus to commute to school. This law will 
work to not only discourage motorists from illegally 
passing stopped school buses,but takes a further ap-
proach to fund training for our drivers who get our 
children to and from school every day."

Assemblymember William Magnarelli said, 
"The illegal passing of school buses continues to be 
a serious problem in New York State. This legislation 
will work in conjunction with the new law allowing 
for photo enforcement of illegal passing to help edu-
cate drivers against this dangerous behavior."

ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, 
records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 
914-235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  Excellent 
References. Call 914-602-7318.

GRAVE PLOTS FOR SALE
Two grave plots in prime Y section of Sharon Gardens, asking best offer. Call 845-536-0237 
for details.

TREE OF LIFE MUSIC THERAPY
Are you or an aging family member seeking joy and enrichment?  Experiencing loneliness or 
memory loss?  Engage and relax through music during weekly sessions in your home or virtu-
ally.  Songs from the 40’s, 50’s, 60’s and more... Sing along or simply enjoy listening.  Contact 
Josh at 914-391-2867.

IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and 
Companion.  Experienced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.

RIVER FRESH AWNING SERVICES
Mobile service that’s at your convenience. River Fresh Detailing offers a wide array of services 
from Awning Cleaning, Pressure Wash, Driveways, Houses and many more. Tel: 914-573-9364 
Email: riverfreshdetailing1@gmail.com Facebook and Instagram: riverfreshdetailing

GOTHAM CONSTRUCTION GROUP
Affordale family run business ready to work on a variety of interior & exterior projects includ-
ing: Kitchens, Bathrooms, Roofing, Basements, Decks, Driveways, Siding and Paint jobs. Please 
feel free to contact us for a no obligation estimate. Andy @ 917-515-4282.

GRAVESITES AVAILABLE
Lincoln Park Jewish Center is offering cemetery gravesites available for sale in our designated 
area at Cedar Park Cemetery, Paramus, NJ. For fees and details please email your inquiry at 
lpjcoffice@optonline.net
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Live Theater Returns to Harrison High School

Live theatre returned to Harrison High 
School with the HHS Playhouse production of Dear 
Chuck by Jonathan Dorf. Harrison High School 
theater teacher and HHS Playhouse advisor Nina 
Haberli selected Dear Chuck as a play that could 
be staged in a socially distanced manner, and be 
an excellent vehicle for the many talented actors 
in the club. The wide array of scenes and mono-
logues in this production is able to showcase the 
talents of HHS Playhouse club members. 

 The cast included: Angel Aguilar, Barbara 
Borrell, Ulysses Bravo, Emily Caragliano, Albieris 
Castano, Jonathan Choi, Chris Collazo, Simona 
Forgione, Hikari Fujino, Aaralyn Gravagna, Lexi 
Gulla, Hailey Helmer, Joanna Howson, Sasha Ko-
nigsberg, Joey Lipple-Smetana, Sohji Matsuda, 
Eleanor Millard, Nolan Regan, Philip Schultz, An-
gelina Siconolfi, Sam Vallejos, and Lana Waights.

The HHS technical crew for this productions 
included: Stephanie Andre, Jonathan Choi, Gia 

Ciulla, Shannon Kenny, Cate Latini, Dan Maron, 
Stella O'Connell, Georgia Robb, Elita Robertson, 
Alondra Nolasco Rojas, Nicole Salazar , Caroline 
Tanico and Lauren Ugarte.

Dear Chuck is a dramedy that combines some 
extremely comic moments with very serious ones. 
The play is a collection of scenes in monologues 
which depict teenagers struggling to find their 
“Chuck,” a metaphor for their purpose in life. In 
one of the more comic scenes, a teen has to deal 
with her mother’s decision to redecorate her room. 
In another, the “Teen Shopping Experience” is por-
trayed in an absurd manner, as teens deal with de-
clined credit cards and parents who want to keep 
them on literal leashes. More serious scenes and 
monologues deal with a host of serious topics in-
cluding struggling to fit in, divorce and death. 

Audiences enjoyed performances that took 
place in the Harrison Performing Arts Center on 
November 5th, 6th and 7th. 

Cast of Harrison High School HHS Playhouse production of Dear Chuck

Harrison High School Marching 
Band Honors Veterans

The HHS March-
ing Band concluded 
their fall season with 
a performance to 
honor local veterans 
at the West Harrison 
Honor Roll Monu-
ment. Community 
members, veterans, 
and members of the 
police and fire de-
partments attended 
the hour-long cere-
mony officiated by 
Mayor Ron Belmont, 
featured speakers 
from local veteran or-
ganizations, leaders 
of local religious in-
stitutions, and elect-
ed officials. The band 
performed patriotic 
music. Joshua Feldman on mellophone and Fjord Deda on trumpet played a moving and solemn rendi-
tion of Taps. Photo courtesy of Debbie Feldman.

Harrison High School Debate Team Earns 
National Honor

The Harrison High School Debate Team has 
earned membership in the National Speech & De-
bate Association's prestigious 100 Club. 

To achieve this recognition, students earn 
points based on competition, leadership, and ser-
vice activities. This recognition demonstrates out-
standing commitment to teaching students essen-
tial life skills including communication, research, 
listening, writing, and organization. 

HHS Debate Team Coach Chetan Hertzig reflected 

on the award, “Earning 100 Club recognition from the 
NSDA is a major achievement for the team that speaks 
to our students' competitive strength. This year marks 
the fifth time a Harrison student has been ranked by the 
NSDA as the #1 Lincoln-Douglas debater in the nation, 
and represents the significant growth our team has seen 
in membership over the last few years.” 

The HHS Debate Team has received the 100 
Club recognition twice before, in the 2019-2020 
and 2020-2021 seasons. 

2021-22 Harrison High School Debate Team

HHS Seniors Recognized for Academic 
Achievement

Seven Harrison High School Seniors were 
named Commended Students in the 2022 Na-
tional Merit® Scholarship Program. Commended 
Students are recognized for exceptional academic 
promise demonstrated by their outstanding per-
formance on the PSAT/NMSQT qualifying test.

Congratulations Julia Ansel, Ethan Gilden, 
Macarena Hesse, Joanna Howson, Jack Kelly, Ben-
jamin Lovinger, and Graham Napack.

A Letter of Commendation from the school 

and National Merit Scholarship Corporation 
(NMSC®), which conducts the program, was pre-
sented by Ms. Beukema, Harrison High School the 
principal, to these scholastically talented seniors. 
About 34,000 Commended Students throughout 
the nation are recognized for their exceptional 
academic promise. “Those being named Com-
mended Students have demonstrated outstanding 
potential for academic success,” commented a 
spokesperson for NMSC. 

Harrison High School National Merit Commended Students with High School Principal Ms. Beukema and Director of 
Guidance Ms. Malczewski.



Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
c.914.673.9324  |  alix.prince@juliabfee.com
alixprince.com  |  49 Purchase Street, Rye

ALIX PRINCE 

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. Co-listed property* 

Inventory has never been so low 
Now is the time to list your home with Alix Prince

6 SYLVANLEIGH ROAD, PURCHASE, NY
5 BEDS I 4.1 BATHS I $1,850,000

10 CITY PLACE #29A, WHITE PLAINS, NY
3 BEDS I 3.1 BATHS I $1,290,000

juliabfee.com

38 PLEASANT RIDGE ROAD
HARRISON, NY

Motivated Sellers! Large Tudor-style beauty that 
blends old-world grandeur with modern-day comfort! 
This architecturally stunning home is set on a private 
2.17-acre oasis in Harrison's Sterling Ridge. Possible 
subdivision and pool.

38PleasantRidgeRoad.com

5 BEDS I 4.2 BATHS I $2,695,000

PRICE REDUCED!


