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Proclamation Presented to Harrison Children’s 
Center for 50 Years of Service

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Harrison Town Supervisor Richard Dionisio called the November 6th Board 
meeting to order, beginning with presentation of a Proclamation to the Harrison 
Children’s Center (HCC) in recognition of 
50 years of service to the Town.

“For 50 years HCC has quietly sup-
ported working parents with stable, 
affordable childcare, providing preschool 
children with a safe and nurturing place 
to learn. In both the downtown and West 
Harrison locations, HCC has over 300 stu-
dents, offering meaningful experiences for 
students with special needs.  They made 
created a space for O.T., P.T. and Physical 
Therapy services,” according to Catherine 
Tammaro, Director, Community Services.

“It is a very rare occasion that I get 
to finally thank the Town of Harrison for 
everything they have done.  On behalf of the Harrison Children’s Center, I want to 
extend our heartfelt thanks for the beautiful recognition of our 50th Anniversary. 
Fifty years ago, the Town Board and a group of women started HCC in West Harrison, 
spearheaded by Lola Geiger,” HCC Executive Director Debbie Imperia stated.

Next, Actions and Resolutions included a request by Comptroller, Maureen MacK-
enzie to transfer available funds from the Town Fund Contingency Budget line to 
cover the cost of labor contract settlements, a decrease of $202,000; transfer available 
funds from Highway Fund Contingency Budget line to Highway Safety Budget lines to 

cover labor contract settlements and an-
ticipated overtime that may be required for 
winter storms, a decrease of $342,000.

In Village Board Business, under Ac-
tions and Resolutions, MacKenzie request-
ed a transfer available funds of $125,000 
from Village Fund Personal Services Budget 
line to cover the cost of labor contract 
settlements.

MacKenzie requested acceptance of a 
Bond Resolution amounting to $745,000 
regarding various equipment for the 
Police Department; Bond Resolution of 
$1,300,000 regarding construction of 

Fremont Street Parking Lot; Bond Resolution in amount of $2,825,000 regarding 
construction of  new Community Center at 270 Harrison Avenue; requests to schedule 
Public Hearings for 2026 Preliminary Budget and 2026 Sewer Rent Fee, both slated for 
Wednesday, December 10th. 
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Estee Jaffe
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Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

Your Harrison Neighbor.
Your Market Insider.
From cozy gatherings to new 
beginnings, our community is full of 
stories that start right here on these 
streets. I know how meaningful 
family time feels this season, and 
I’m grateful to call Harrison home.

Whether you’re thinking about 
making your next move or hoping 
to bring friends and family closer 
to the place you love, I’m here to 
help—with the kind of local insight 
only a neighbor can offer.

GUIDANCE YOU CAN TRUST. 
RESULTS YOU CAN COUNT ON.

EXPERIENCE THE ELEGANCE
OF

HAMPSHIREAT

HAMPSHIRE COUNTRY CLUB
1025 Cove Road    Mamaroneck, New York 10543

www.hampshireclub.com

HAMPTON GOLF RECIPROCAL PROGRAM
MEMBERS HAVE THE PRIVILEGE TO ACCESS MORE THAN 300 CLUBS AROUND THE WORLD

Contact Dorothy Palomares at 914.698.4610 ext. 214 or 
dpalomares@hampshireclub.com 

to learn more about membership options and benefits. 
We look forward to welcoming you to our club!

 Don't miss your chance to join our community of golf enthusiasts. 
We're o	ering a limited number of memberships. Secure your spot now 

and take advantage of our expert instruction, beautiful course, 
newly renovated practice facility, and exceptional amenities. 
Join by December 15th to receive 2025 pricing.

Camp registration for juniors begins January 15th, so act now to reserve your spot.

Join the Movement in 2026!

Community Leaders Gather to Discuss Advocacy in the Time of Change 
at WCA’s Annual Advocacy Breakfast

Advocates, educators, and elected officials came together at the Harrison 
Meadows Country Club for the Westchester Children’s Association’s (WCA) 
Annual Advocacy Breakfast. Held each fall, the event serves as a forum for 
community stakeholders to explore press-
ing issues affecting children and families in 
Westchester County. Attendees, including 
State Senator Shelley Mayer, Assembly-
member Steve Otis, a representative from 
Assemblyman Nader Sayeg’s office, County 
Legislators Nancy Barr, David Imamura, 
Catherine Parker, Judah Holstein, Jew-
el Williams Johnson, and Emilijana Ulaj 
gathered for a thought-provoking program 
themed “Advocacy in the Time of Change.” 

Damali Peterman, Esq., author, medi-
ator, and conflict management specialist, 
delivered the Kathryn Wasserman Davis 
Child Advocacy Lecture. Drawing from her 
new book Be Who You Are to Get What 
You Want, she highlighted authenticity as 
the cornerstone of effective advocacy and 
encouraged attendees to remain grounded 
and purposeful, even in challenging times. 
Peterman asked the audience to close their 
eyes and envision an ideal world that they saw. She shared, “that advocacy is 
not only about confronting what’s wrong but daring to imagine what’s possi-
ble.” 

The breakfast marked the first Annual Advocacy Breakfast under the 

leadership of Adam Rabinovitch, WCA’s newly appointed Executive Director. 
“Each year, WCA brings together families, educators, and advocates to exam-
ine the issues that shape children’s well-being,” said Rabinovitch. “This year’s 

program emphasized the importance of 
recognizing one’s own capacity to effect 
change and to lead with purpose, even in 
challenging times.”

The event fostered thoughtful discus-
sion around sustaining advocacy efforts 
amid shifting public priorities, strength-
ening collaboration across sectors, and 
ensuring that every child in Westchester 
has the resources and support needed to 
thrive. Program and Policy Manager Angel 
Gray concluded the event by inspiring the 
audience to “show up and lean on each 
other as we continue to advocate for issues 
that are impacting Westchester’s children”. 

Westchester Children’s Association 
(WCA) is a multi-issue, child advocacy 
nonprofit that works to ensure that every 
child in Westchester is healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life’s challenges, regardless of 
race or zip code. Since 1914, WCA has been 

the leading independent voice for Westchester’s children by identifying their 
needs, making those needs known to the public, and ensuring those needs are 
met through advocacy and mobilization efforts. For more information about 
Westchester Children’s Association, visit their website at www.wca4kids.org. 

Left to right: Gabby Nanna, Nora Nicholson, Adam Rabinovitch, Damali Peterman, Limarie 
Cabrera, and Angel Gray.
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Jenkins Releases 2026 Budget Proposal
Westchester County Executive Ken 

Jenkins has announced his first proposed 
Operating Budget for 2026. The $2.5 bil-
lion dollar budget cuts almost all County 
Department budgets by 8%, including the 
County Executive’s budget, and elimi-
nates 180 positions, essentially cutting 
the County workforce by almost 5%. 

Jenkins said: “This has been an 
extraordinarily difficult year, and the 
budget process reflected that. We are 
operating in a moment of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty driven by the Trump 
Administration’s decisions beyond our 
control. Federal cuts, shifting aid formu-
las and tariffs have created instability in 
local planning in a way we have not seen 
in recent memory. There’s no way to 
sugarcoat it, this is simply the reality of 
this moment — and we are committed 
to leading through it with transparency, 
partnership and integrity.”

Westchester County faced a stag-
gering projected budget gap of $197.7 
million. Jenkins, who is committed to not 
laying off County workers, first looked 
to eliminate 180 positions and tightened 
spending with targeted reductions. 

Jenkins said: “There is no magic 
number, and there is no hidden money 
to fill the gaps. This budget is Trump 

turmoil.”

County Departments to Undergo 8% Across-
the-Board Cuts
•	 Hard Hiring Freeze and Elimination of 

180 Positions - $28 million
•	 Reductions in Contracts, Technical 

Services and Expenses - $34.5 million
•	 Reductions in Overtime/Hourly - $11.6 

million
•	 Right Sizing Social Services Relief - 

$5.2 million
•	 Reductions Equipment - $4.5 million
•	 Reductions Materials and Supplies - 

$2.6 million
 

Increasing Costs
For the 2026 proposed Operating 

Budget, the County is facing unavoidable 
financial pressures from the federal gov-
ernment that are largely mandated or tied 
to essential services.

The main contributors include:
•	 Rising Healthcare Costs - $65 million
•	 Pension Growth - $22 million
•	 Increased Social Services Relief - $21 

million
•	 Transportation and Utilization for 

Children with Special Needs - $10 mil-
lion

•	 An Increase in Debt Service - $8 million
 

Sales Tax Revenue
The 2026 proposed Operating 

Budget is based on flat sales tax revenue 
projections for 2026, while accounting 
for significant cost increases across 
several mandated and mission-critical 
areas. In 2025, sales tax was originally 
budgeted to grow 3.5% over the 2024 
forecast however, year-to-date collections 

through September 2025 are flat com-
pared to 2024. The full-year 2025 forecast 
is now $943.5 million, $26.3 million below 
budget. For 2026, the County estimates 
$970.4 million in sales tax revenue, which 
represents a 2.8% increase over the re-
vised 2025 forecast of $943.5 million, but 
is essentially flat when compared to the 
original 2025 budget projection of $969.8 
million.

Another critical issue is the loss of 
MGM and its bid to build a full-gaming 
casino in Yonkers. That decision alone 
represents an estimated $17 million 
in lost annual revenue for the County, 
not including the ripple effects across 
Westchester’s economy in the form of 
lost sales tax growth that would have 
followed.

In Westchester County, a portion 
of the County’s sales tax is shared back 
with cities, towns and villages, with the 
exclusion of Mount Vernon, White Plains, 
Yonkers and New Rochelle, and school 
districts. The share back program helps 
ease the financial burden on local bud-
gets. As long as revenue is coming to the 
County, the initiative should help munici-
palities to keep property taxes lower than 
they would otherwise need to be.
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Harrison National Guard Soldier Receives 
New Rank, New Responsibilities

Major General Ray Shields, the adjutant general for the state of New York, an-
nounces the recent promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard in 
recognition of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership.

John Kozak from Harrison, and assigned to the 466th Area Support Medical Com-
pany, received a promotion October 7, 2025 to the rank of sergeant.

Army National Guard promotions are based on a Soldier’s overall performance, 
demonstrated leadership abilities, professionalism and future development potential.

These promotions recognize the best qualified Soldiers for a career in the New 
York Army National Guard.

Army National Guard Citizen Soldiers who serve our state and nation are eligible 
for monthly pay, educational benefits (from the state and federal government), travel 
across the globe, technical and leadership training, health and dental insurance and 
contributions towards retirement programs similar to a 401(k).

For more information about the New York Army National Guard, visit www.dmna.
ny.gov or www.1800goguard.com

The New York National Guard (New York State Division of Military and Naval 
Affairs) is the state’s executive agency responsible to the Governor for managing New 
York’s Military Forces, which consists of nearly 20,000 members of the New York 
Army National Guard, the New York Air National Guard, the New York Naval Militia 
and the New York Guard.

Jenkins said: “People are not spend-
ing money because of the chaos and 
uncertainty coming out of Washington. 
The instability created under Trump has 
seeped into Westchester County and is 
wreaking havoc on our finances — and 
we are not alone. Local governments 
across New York State and across the 
nation are confronting the very same 
pressures.”

 
Prioritized Essential Services

Despite the mounting financial pres-
sures, Jenkins remains committed to 
protecting the programs that residents 
rely on most, maintaining essential 
services, ensuring that funding contin-
ues for the programs that support those 
most in need, from vulnerable children 
to critical social services and community 
resources.

Program funding will include sup-
porting food security efforts, ensuring 
that victims of domestic violence have 
the protection and resources they need, 
offering free vaccine clinics, recycling 
opportunities, and maintaining free 
workforce development programs and 
services including our One Stop, local 
job fairs, job training and entrepreneur-
ial support. The County has also budget-
ed to include continuing senior nutrition 
programming and our TIPS telehealth 
initiative, and keeping our mobile crisis 
teams and youth mental health program-
ming in place.

 
Additional Allocated Dollars:
•	 Low Income Child Care –$16.6 million
•	 Access to Counsel Eviction Prevention 

Programs - $3.7 million
•	 Child Care Scholarships- $2 million
•	 Mental Health Clinic- $1.5 million
•	 Federally Qualified Health Centers - 

$1 million
•	 HERRO Program - $300 thousand

Proposed Budget
 To address remaining budget 

challenges amid ongoing federal uncer-
tainties and mandates, the County is 
proposing:
•	 A property tax levy increase of 5.27%, 

as allowed by New York State, which 
translates to an average annual impact 
of $60 for every $500,000 in assessed 
property value.

•	 Use of the full tax cap to allocate $4.5 
million in support for Sewer Districts, 
ensuring critical infrastructure needs 
are met.

This approach balances fiscal re-
sponsibility with the County Executive’s 
commitment to protecting essential 
services for residents.

Jenkins said: “Make no mistake 
about it this is a Trump tax increase. 
This budget reflects tough but necessary 
decisions. Every department is facing an 
8% reduction, and we are implementing 
a hard hiring freeze that will eliminate 
180 positions — avoiding layoffs while 
maintaining essential services. Even 
with these cuts, the budget does not 
account for potential future reductions 
from the federal government. Our goal 
remains clear: protect the programs 
residents depend on without sacrificing 
fiscal stability by tapping into reserves.”

Jenkins Releases 2026 Budget Proposal
continued from page 3

Toys for Tots Kicks Off 2025 Holiday Giving 
Campaign Across Westchester/Putnam

Toys for Tots Westchester & Putnam has officially launched its 2025 Holiday 
Giving Campaign in Westchester County, inspiring the community to help bring joy to 
local children in need. The annual campaign aims to collect 100,000 new, unwrapped 
toys to be distributed to families throughout the region this holiday season.

This year’s kickoff celebrates the generosity of Westchester / Putnam residents, 
businesses, and community partners. Collection boxes are being placed across the 
county, making it easy for everyone to get involved in spreading holiday cheer.

“To think this year children might not have received a toy was hurtful to all of us. 
To see all the amazing talented people step up and work as one is unbelievably hum-
bling,” said Patricia

LaForey, Westchester / Putnam County Co-Coordinator for Toys for Tots. “It’s 
amazing to see how our community is showing up year after year especially this year 
to make sure no child is forgotten.”

Campaign Details
• Duration: Now through December 23, 2025 
• Goal: Collect 100,000 toys for local children
• How to Help: Donate a new, unwrapped toy at participating Westchester / Put-

nam businesses, sponsor a collection box, or volunteer
• More Info: Visit Toys For Tots website or follow @ToysForTotsWestchesterPut-

nam on social media for updates and volunteer opportunities
Toys for Tots, founded by the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve, is a national nonprofit 

program that collects and distributes new, unwrapped toys to less fortunate children 
during the holiday season. Since its founding in 1947, Toys for Tots has delivered joy 
and hope to millions of children across the country.

Celebrate Sleepy Hollow Holidays with 
Dickens, Tea, Victorian Cheer

Hudson Valley neigh-
bors and visitors alike can 
celebrate the holiday season 
with dramatic performances 
of Dickens’s ‘Christmas Car-
ol’ at the historic Old Dutch 
Church in Sleepy Hollow on 
select weekends in Decem-
ber. Performances take place 
on Dec. 13-14, 20-21.

Master storyteller 
Jonathan Kruk, along with 
musical accompaniment by 
Jim Keyes, tells the Charles 
Dickens story of Ebenezer 
Scrooge, the ghosts of 
Christmas Past, Present, 
and Future, and Tiny Tim 
in a joyous rendition of the 
holiday classic, produced by 
Historic Hudson Valley. 

Additional holiday programs throughout December offer visitors a vari-
continued on page 11
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Westchester County Kicks Off Annual Holiday Gift Drive
Westchester County’s 20th annual 

Holiday Gift Drive has begun.
First launched in 2005, the drive col-

lects toys as well as monetary donations 
to buy presents and gift cards to help the 
County brighten the holiday season for 
the most vulnerable children in West-
chester.  The drive services around 1,000 
children in foster care, the homeless and 
child welfare systems.

Running through Monday, December 
15, residents can drop off new, unwrapped 
gifts appropriate for newborns up to age 
21 at one of six locations throughout 
the county. Please no stuffed animals or 
violent toys.

Monetary donations are accepted 
in the form of gift cards, Zelle, or checks 
made payable to: “Westchester Child 
Welfare Holiday Fund.”

Donations may be mailed to Barbara 
Sabater 112 East Post Road, Room 637, 
White Plains, New York 10601.

Electronic Donations may be sent 
via Zelle to the ID email: WCDSSHoliday-
GiftDrive@gmail.com.

 County Executive Ken Jenkins said: 
“The joy and excitement of receiving 
a holiday gift is about more than just 
getting a new toy – it sends a message of 
love.  Every child deserves that experi-
ence, but especially those children who 
find themselves in difficult circumstances 
this holiday season. Please, if you’re able, 
help us send that message of love to chil-
dren in Westchester who really need that 
message the most. And please join me in 

thanking Barbara Sabater who founding 
this gift drive 20 years ago. Her commit-
ment to this effort and the children of 
Westchester County is an inspiration to 
us all.”

Department of Social Services 
Commissioner Leonard Townes said: 
“Childhood experiences shape us in way 
we don’t always realize. For children 
experiencing homelessness or separation 
from family, the effects can be traumatic, 
having long-term consequences for their 
health and well-being. Dropping off a gift 
in a box or making a monetary donation 
may be a small thing for us, but for a 
child, that gift lets them know they’re not 
forgotten, that they do matter, that the 
world is not a cold, heartless place.”

Gift Drive founder Barbara Sabater, 
program coordinator of constituent af-
fairs for the Westchester County Depart-

ment of Social 
Services, said: 
“I’m so thankful 
to all the resi-
dents, business-
es, community 
groups and others 
who have helped 
us for two decades 
provide happier 
holidays for chil-
dren in our care. 
If you can get to 
a drop box with a 
toy, we appreciate 
you.  If you can 

make a monetary donation, we appreciate 
you. There are other ways to help too. 
School groups, scout groups, religious 
groups and others have collected gifts for 
us as well, as the County’s Youth Bureau 
did last year with a special focus on our 
most forgotten population, the teenagers. 
If you want to help that way, please reach 
out to me at bms7@WestchesterCoun-
tyNY.gov or call (914) 995-1937 and I can 
help coordinate. Let’s make this a great 
holiday for our kids.”

Westchester County Youth Bureau 
Executive Director Ernest McFadden 
said: “The Westchester County Youth 
Bureau, along with our Youth Board, our 
local school districts and My Brother’s 
Keeper (MBK) partners are so excited to 
be collaborating for the second year in 
support of the Department of Social Ser-
vice Annual Holiday Drive. Last year, our 

DROP OFF LOCATIONS:
 

Westchester County
Michaelian Office Building

148 Martine Avenue, 
White Plains

 
Dept. of Social Services

Central Office
112 East Post Road,

 White Plains
 

Mt. Vernon District Office
100 East First St.

Peekskill District Office
750 Washington St.

 
White Plains District Office

85 Court St.
 

Yonkers District Office
131 Warburton Ave.

youth who helped with the gift collection 
got so much value out of that process. 
This year, they will assist by helping us 
understand what our older youth would 
most enjoy receiving as gifts. Our support 
reflects our commitment to fostering a 
stronger, more compassionate commu-
nity for everyone, especially during the 
holiday season.”

Purchase Students, Residents Rally to Highlight A.I. Bots and Toxic 
Materials Present in Children’s Toys this Holiday Season

For decades, the biggest dangers with 
toys were choking hazards and lead. At 
a press conference last month, NYPIRG 
brought together students, advocates, and 
community leaders to raise awareness 
about the hidden dangers in children’s 
toys highlighted in the 40th Trouble in 
Toyland report. While these problems 
still exist, technological “advances” since 
the 1980s have created new, often more 
alarming issues. Speakers discussed find-
ings related to AI-enabled toys capable 
of inappropriate conversations, products 
containing toxic materials, and counterfeit 
or recalled toys still being sold online.

“No one should have to question 
whether the toys they’re buying for a child 
might be toxic or unsafe,” said Matthew Paolucci, NYPIRG Project Coordinator. 
“What’s especially concerning this year are the new toys with AI capabilities flood-
ing the market. Many offer little to no clarity about how they collect or use chil-
dren’s data and have very limited parental control options.

With the holiday shopping season approaching, we’re holding this press con-

ference to make sure people know about 
these risks.”

In this year’s Trouble in Toyland 
report, we focus on:

-- Our testing of four toys that 
contain A.I. chatbots and interact with 
children. We found some of these toys will 
talk in-depth about sexually explicit top-
ics, act dismayed when you say you have 
to leave, and have limited or no parental 
controls. We also look at privacy concerns 
because these toys can record your child’s 
voice and collect other sensitive data, by 
methods such as facial recognition scans.

-- Toys that contain toxics, including 
toys shipped from other countries that 
contain lead, phthalates and other toxins.

-- Counterfeit toys that are illegal and almost surely weren’t tested for safety, 
including fake Labubu dolls that have been confiscated by the thousands this year.

-- Water beads, a longtime threat, which will finally have some restrictions when 
marketed as toys.

continued on page 6
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Westchester County Office for Women Holds Fifth Annual Thanksgiving 
Food Share Program for Domestic Violence Victims

The Westchester County Office for Wom-
en (OFW), in collaboration with New Dawn 
Family Resource Center of Pound Ridge and 
advocacy agencies from across the County, 
assembled close to 400 Thanksgiving grocery 
bags for food insecure families; primarily 
those affected by domestic violence. The bags 
contained a full course Thanksgiving meal -- a 
fresh turkey with all the fixings and a seasonal 
pie for dessert. The Market at Pound Ridge 
Square was the scene of the assembly and 
provided all the elements of the meal, many of 
which they generously donated or discounted.

The program was funded by anonymous 
contributions of $30,000 to New Dawn and 
$20,000 in Community-Based Organization 
(CBO) funds from the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators. This funding will also support a Christmas Food Share program 
in December.

Westchester County Executive Ken Jenkins said: “We know that in Westchester 
County there are many people who suffer from food insecurity, and with tremen-
dous loss of SNAP dollars from the Federal government, there are now even more. 
The County has stepped up by infusing Feeding Westchester with more dollars but 
we need programs like these to close the gap. Thank you to all the collaborators who 
made this happen and are bringing some comfort to those who need it most this holi-
day season.”

Westchester County Office for Women Director Robi Schlaff said: “Our holiday 
food share program has been an important part of supporting families impacted by do-

mestic violence since 2020, but this year, with 
the cessation of SNAP benefits, it is critical. 
Families have gone from food insecure to no 
food at all and our food pantries are over-
whelmed. We are so grateful for the private 
donations and County funds to New Dawn 
and the generosity of The Market at Pound 
Ridge, which make the supplies possible, and 
to our OFW staff and partner agencies who 
willingly work to get these bags ready and 
delivered to those in need.”

Westchester County Domestic Violence 
High Risk Team (DVHRT) Director David M. 
Ryan said: “Right now, there is a tremendous 
need. I received requests for over 2000 tur-
keys and grocery bags and was able to connect 
to various food pantries and other resources 

beyond what we could provide. I am hopeful that everyone we reached out to has met 
their needs. It truly takes a village. Every victim should enjoy a hearty, healthy and 
delicious Thanksgiving meal for themselves and their family as they move forward on 
their pathway towards healing and peace.”

Westchester County Legislator Erika Pierce said: “It is important to remember 
our families who are experiencing domestic violence in this holiday season. These 
families have been through so much, and often continue to suffer financially.  I was 
happy to have been on hand to help prepare the Thanksgiving packages, but also to 
provide $20,000 in County funding to New Dawn to help support this effort. Being 
able to help provide food and other resources to these families, particularly at this 
time of year, means so much.” 

-- Recalled toys, which we bought 
again this year, even though it’s illegal 
for anyone to sell them.

-- Toys that contain button cell 
batteries or high-powered magnets, both 
which can be deadly if swallowed.

State Senator Shelley B. Mayer said, 
“Thank you, U.S PIRG, for your extreme-
ly important report on the safety of toys 
in 2025-26. We need to draw attention 
– and demand response – to the report’s 
findings that there are too many AI 
chatbots in toys for young children, toys 
with toxic materials, counterfeit toys, 
and other dangerous toys in our market-
place. Thank you for the warnings for 
parents and caregivers in advance of the 
holiday toy purchase season, and partic-
ular thanks for the policy suggestion for 
lawmakers to ensure children’s safety 
is paramount when it comes to toys. As 
chair of the New York State Senate Edu-
cation Committee, I know our children’s 
safety cannot be compromised by manu-
facturers or inadequate regulation. This 
report shines a light on the toy industry 
and the need for meaningful regulatory 
change.”

Janine O’Connor, Chief Program 
Officer for The Child Care Council 
of Westchester said, “The Child Care 

Council of Westchester champions the 
healthy development of children.

Infants and toddlers need toys they 
can see and feel. Books with pictures 
and simple words. Toys that develop 
small and large muscles, creativity, imag-
ination, and language. Digital products, 
including AI, can delay development. Of 
particular concern is that some AI toys 
have an addictive design that includes a 
loop that may impact social emotional 
regulation. This is compounded by the 
growing overuse of screen time which 
slows children’s physical, language and 
emotional development. It is simply 
wrong to provide children with toys we 
know will hinder their growth.”

Mark Jaffe, President and CEO 
of The Greater New York Chamber of 
Commerce said, “We acknowledge NYP-
IRG for its Annual “Trouble in Toyland” 
Report. Not everyone is aware of the 
dangers that certain toys pose for our 
young children. That’s where NYPIRG 
comes in. Their Trouble in Toyland 
Report helps inform us that not all toys 
are safe. It brings awareness and offers 
advice that helps protect children from 
dangerous toys and the potential risks 
that come from their use. This report 
should be a must read for all parents, 

guardians, teachers, lawmakers and 
regulators.”

“If a toy breaks, we know it right 
away. But if a toy contains toxics such as 
lead or phthalates, or a chatbot interacts 
with our child in a way we don’t approve 
of, we don’t necessarily know,” said 
Teresa Murray, Consumer Watchdog 
Director for U.S. PIRG Education Fund 
and

co-author of the report. “The scar-
iest part is that we can’t actually see 
all the dangers a toy might pose. That’s 
deeply troubling.”

In our digital age, when it’s hard 
enough for parents to keep up with 
online dangers such as AI on phones and 
computers, toys are a new, often-unex-
pected frontier.

TIPS TO AVOID UNSAFE TOYS
-- Subscribe to email recall updates 

from the CPSC and other U.S. govern-
ment safety agencies available at www.
recalls.gov;

-- Shop with NYPIRG’s Toy Safety 
Tips, available at toysafetytips.org;

-- Report unsafe toys or toy-related 
injuries to the CPSC at SaferProducts.
gov;

-- Review the recalled toys and 

compare them to toys in your children’s 
toy boxes;

-- Remember, toys on our list are 
presented as examples of potential-
ly-dangerous toys. Our list is not ex-
haustive and other hazards may exist;

-- Put small parts, or toys broken 
into small parts, out of reach. Regularly 
check that toys appropriate for your 
older children are not left within reach 
of children who still put things in their 
mouths;

-- Eliminate small magnet and bal-
loon hazards from your home;

-- Be aware that toys connected to 
the Internet, AI enabled, as well as apps 
and websites, may be collecting informa-
tion about children inappropriately.

-- Consider purchases only from 
known, trusted sellers or the trademark 
holder. Companies you’ve never heard of 
warrant more research.

-- If you have a toy or any other 
product in your hands, look for clues the 
item may be counterfeit: Does the label 
list country of origin? This is required 
for toys and many other items.

-- Look for labeling on toys that says 
it’s non-toxic.

-- Make sure that anything that’s 
electric says it’s UL-approved.

Purchase Students, Residents Rally to Highlight A.I. Bots and Toxic Materials Present in Children’s Toys this Holiday Season
continued from page 5
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From cosmetic procedures to craniofacial reconstruction to pediatric 
craniofacial and plastic surgery, Oren M. Tepper, MD, provides care that 
balances traditional aesthetic concepts with modern technology and 
minimally invasive techniques. A pioneer in stem cell therapy and 3D 
surgical innovation, his advances have revolutionized patient care and 
earned international recognition. 

After graduating among the top of his class at New York University 
School of Medicine, Dr. Tepper trained at the renowned Institute 

of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery, NYU Langone Medical Center, 
completing his plastic surgery residency as well as fellowships  
in craniofacial reconstruction and pediatric plastic surgery.

Dr. Tepper lives in Greenwich, provides specialized care from 
Manhattan to Connecticut and consults worldwide. He is acclaimed 
for his role in the separation of conjoined twins Jadon and Anias 
McDonald, performing similar surgeries twice more in Brazil.

Nationally eminent surgeons  
caring for you, their neighbors
Oren M. Tepper, MD
Director, Aesthetic Surgery; Director, Craniofacial Surgery, Montefiore Einstein and 
Professor, Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery, Albert Einstein College of Medicine

1455 East Putnam Ave.  |  Greenwich, CT 
203-SURGEON (203-787-4366)

specialtysurgeons.com
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Join our country club and experience a
vibrant community built on camaraderie
and connection.

Learn more

914-925-7001 www.harrisonmeadowscc.com

2026
MEMBERSHIP

HARRISON MEADOWS
COUNTRY CLUB

123 North Street
Harrison, NY 10528

GREEN FEES INCLUDED

10% OFF GOLF SHOP MERCHANDISE

18 HOLES OF CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF

ACCESS TO THE PRACTICE FACILITY

MEMBER BENEFITS

JOIN NOW AND SAVE—5% OFF WHEN YOU
SIGN UP BEFORE JANUARY 3, 2026

At Veterans Day Ceremony. County 
Honors Heroes Who Served

Westchester County Executive Ken Jenkins and Veterans Service Agency Direc-
tor Joshua Gaccione joined local veterans and other officials last month to honor the 
commitment of all who have serve at the County’s annual Veterans Day Ceremony at 
Lasdon Public Gardens and Veterans Memorial.

The event celebrated the enduring commitment of veterans both in service and in 
their communities after their military service. 

County Executive Jenkins said: “Veterans Day is a time for the nation to express 
our gratitude for those who put country before personal safety to ensure our enduring 
liberty.  But, we want to make sure that in Westchester County, every day is Veterans 
Day.  Our gratitude for your service is deep and real. But it is through the ongoing 
work that our Veterans Service Agency does for veterans and their families, that we 
put our gratitude into action. We see you, we appreciate you, and we are here for you 
and your families just as you were here for us.”

Veterans Service Agency Director Gaccione said: “Today, we honor a commitment 
few understand and even fewer make. As all veterans know, the mission doesn’t end 
when the uniform comes off. What truly defines our veterans is their ongoing commit-
ment to service. We are incredibly proud to witness these same patriots carrying that 
sense of duty into our communities -- mentoring youth, supporting fellow veterans in 
need and stepping up wherever a helping hand is required. Their courage, dedication 
and loyalty continue to be an inspiration to us all.”

Attendees heard from 30-year army veteran and local entrepreneur Rosa Ramirez, 
who shared her inspirational story of rising through the ranks of the military, earning 
three masters’ degrees and becoming an entrepreneur.

Ramirez said: “Today, let us honor our veterans not only with gratitude, but with 
action. Let us build lives, businesses and communities that reflect their courage. Let 
us remember that the legacy we inherit is not just to remember, it is to rise.”

VSA Director Josh Gaccione

Westchester County and White Plains 
Youth Bureaus Host First High School 
Youth Passion Project Fair

Westchester 
County Youth Bureau 
launched its first High 
School Youth Passion 
Project Fair, a youth-
led, County-wide ini-
tiative in collaboration 
with the White Plains 
Youth Bureau. Held at 
the County Center, the 
event was an oppor-
tunity to recognize 
the creativity, civic 
engagement and social 
innovation of youth in 
high school from across 
the region.

Spearheaded by Rhea Narayanan, 
a 2025 summer intern with the Coun-
ty Executive’s Office and White Plains 
Social Justice Youth Court member, the 
fair aimed to amplify youth voices and 
recognize their leadership in tackling im-
portant social issues. 33 presenters from 
Hartsdale, Mount Vernon, New Rochelle, 
Port Chester, Rye, Scarsdale, White 
Plains, Yonkers and Yorktown Heights 
showcased 19 passion projects across 

public health, education, social justice 
and sustainability in an interactive fair 
format. Attendees were able to circulate 
and engage directly with youth present-
ers—creating opportunities for dialogue, 
learning and inspiration.

Westchester County Executive Ken 
Jenkins said: “The Youth Passion Project 
Fair exemplifies Westchester County’s 
continued investment in youth empow-
erment, civic engagement, and commu-

nity-building. In providing youth a stage 
to share not just ideas—but the real, 
measurable impacts of their work—this 
initiative promises to inspire attendees 
and future collaborations. Kudos to Rhea 
for her vision and to all the students who 
participated.”

White Plains Mayor Tom Roach said: 
“The Passion Project Fair exceeded all of 
my expectations. I was very impressed 
with the quality of the presentations and 
the depth of the projects themselves.  I 
really enjoyed chatting with the present-
ers about their projects and left feeling 
optimistic about our future.”

Westchester County Youth Bureau 
Executive Director Ernest McFadden 
said: “This is more than a youth show-
case—it’s a celebration of the vision, 
ingenuity and social commitment of 
Westchester’s youth. It demonstrates a 
wide spectrum of passion-driven solu-
tions and underscores the importance 
of elevating young voices in community 
development.”

White Plains Youth Bureau Executive 
Director Frank Williams said: “The Pas-
sion Project Fair is a reflection of what 
happens when we invest in our young 

continued on page 11
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The earliest years of life should be filled with exploration, discovery, and nurturing care, but for children who experience food insecurity before the age of three, those formative years are marked instead by uncertainty, 
stress, and scarcity. Research shows that young children who grow up without consistent access to food are more likely to face cognitive delays, behavioral problems, and diminished socio-emotional outcomes, and 
these consequences begin far earlier than most people realize. The first three years of life are a period of extraordinary brain development; every new word learned, every movement mastered, every bond formed with 
caregivers lays the foundation for all future growth. When food is lacking during this critical stage, the brain and body do not receive the nutrients they need to build strong neural connections, and the child’s ability to 
learn, adapt, and thrive is compromised before preschool even begins. Hunger at such a young age is not just an empty stomach, it is a disruption to the entire process of growth. It shows up 
in toddlers who struggle with language acquisition, in children who are slower to meet mile- stones, and in emotional development that is shaped by stress instead of security. 
These setbacks are not only measurable in studies, they are visible in classrooms and homes, where the littlest ones carry the silent cost of unmet needs. 
The link between early food insecurity and later outcomes is not coincidental — it 
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homes, where the littlest ones carry the silent cost of unmet needs. 
The link between early food insecurity and later outcomes is not coincidental — it is direct and undeniable. Young children who do not get enough to 
eat may struggle to regulate emotions, may have more difficulty forming secure attachments, and may exhibit behavioral challenges as they 
grow. These early disruptions ripple outward across their lives, affecting not only their readiness for school but also their health, their 
relationships, and their long-term potential. A toddler who does not re- ceive enough consistent nourishment cannot focus on play ceive enough consistent nourishment cannot focus on play 
and learning the way their peers do. A preschooler who grows up in a household where food is scarce may act out not from 
defiance but from the stress and confusion of living with insta- bility. And unlike older children, they do not yet have the 
words to explain what they feel or the strategies to cope with it. Their cries, their tantrums, their quiet withdrawal are 
all signals of deeper struggles tied to unmet needs. Behind every one of these moments is the reality 
that a child too young to speak is already being shaped by circumstances outside of their control. In a by circumstances outside of their control. In a 
county like Westchester, the presence of such early hunger is often hidden. Infants and toddlers do not 
stand in food pantry lines or speak out about their struggles, so their needs are less visible. Yet their 
vulnerability is greatest, because the consequences of food insecurity at this stage extend for years. 
A child who enters kindergarten already behind be- cause of nutritional deficits may never fully 
catch up. A child who learns in their earliest years that home is marked by scarcity may carry 
that stress into every new experience. And as studies from the Journal of the American 
Medical Association Network show, these out- comes are consistent: food insecurity before comes are consistent: food insecurity before 
age three is strongly associated with cognitive delays, behavioral challenges, and dimin-
ished socio-emotional development. It is not simply about being hungry in the 
moment — it is about shaping the trajectory of an entire childhood. The tragedy is that 
these consequences fall on children who are too young to advocate for themselves, 
who rely entirely on the adults and systems around them for protection. And yet, this 
is not inevitable. The damage of early food in- security can be prevented if families receive 
the support they need when it matters most. Re- liable access to food during the first three 
years provides more than calories; it provides the stability and security that are essential 
for healthy development. A well-fed toddler is not only healthier physically but calmer 
emotionally, more engaged in play, and better able to form strong attachments to 
caregivers. A baby whose parents do not have to worry constantly about how to 
afford formula or groceries grows up in a household where stress is lower and 
bonding can flourish. Each meal provided to a young child is an investment in brain de-
velopment, in emotional health, and in the promise of a stronger future. Every intervention 
during these earliest years has an outsized impact be- cause this is when the brain is most mal-
leable, when the foundation for all future growth is being laid. Ensuring food security for in-
fants and toddlers is therefore not just about meeting immediate needs, it is about pre-
venting lifelong disadvantages before they begin. The ripple effects of supporting the lit-
tlest ones extend outward across families and communities. When young children are fed, 
parents are relieved of one of their greatest anxieties, allowing them to focus more on nur-
turing, bonding, and building stable households. When toddlers grow up secure, they enter 
school ready to learn, reducing the gaps that can widen into lifelong inequities. And when com-
munities commit to protecting the youngest from hunger, they are not only preventing hardship 
but actively creating healthier, more resilient gen- erations. A statistic like “more likely to show cog-
nitive delays, behavioral problems, and diminished socio-emotional outcomes” may sound clinical, 
but what it really means is lost potential, untapped promise, and childhoods forever altered by circum-
stances that can be changed. So while it is painful to acknowledge that children under three are among 
the most at risk from food insecurity, it is equally im- portant to remember that this harm can be 
stopped. These outcomes are not written in stone; they are shaped by whether or not communities 
choose to act. Food insecurity may create delays, but food security creates opportunity. Hunger may cause 
instability, but nourishment builds resilience. Every bag of groceries, every stocked pantry, every support pro-
gram aimed at families with the youngest children is an investment not only in preventing hunger today but in 
ensuring brighter futures tomorrow. By choosing to act, we can ensure that no child’s earliest years are defined by 
scarcity, that no parent has to watch a baby cry from hunger, that no toddler enters preschool already behind because of 
something as solvable as food insecurity. And we can prove, once and for all, that the littlest ones — the most vulnerable among 
us — deserve the greatest protection, the strongest support, and the full measure of our care. The Journal of the American Med-
ical Association Network’s 2021 study makes clear what families and educators have observed for years: food insecurity in the earli-
est stages of life is not simply a hardship of the present, it is a predictor of future outcomes. The research found that children who expe-
rienced food insecurity before the age of three were substantially more likely to show measurable cognitive delays, more behavioral prob-
lems in school, and poorer socio-emotional development as they grew older. These associations persisted even after controlling for income, 
education, and maternal depression, which means the presence of food insecurity itself, independent of other struggles, was a driving 
factor in diminished outcomes. In other words, hunger during the first three years leaves a unique and damaging imprint that 
no other factor fully explains away. Teachers often see the evidence firsthand: young children entering preschool 
behind in language, struggling with focus, and having more difficulty managing emotions. Pediatri-having more difficulty managing emotions. Pediatri-
cians note higher stress responses, devel- opmental delays, and early markers of behavioral 
health challenges. Parents themselves feel the weight most acutely, watching as their 
children fall behind or wrestle with challenges that should never have been 
theirs to bear. These findings matter because they strip away the idea 
that hunger is just one problem among many and prove it is a singular 
risk to development that de- mands urgent intervention. They 
remind us that food inse- curity is not only about whether a curity is not only about whether a 
child eats enough today but about whether they 
will be ready to thrive tomorrow. And they reinforce 
what community leaders have long argued: the 
youngest chil- dren, those who cannot 
speak for them- selves, must be the first pri-
ority when ad- dressing hunger. By ensur-
ing consistent nutrition during the first nutrition during the first 
three years of life, we are not only pro-
tecting child- hood, we are safeguard-
ing the very building blocks of brain 
d e v e l o p- ment, behavior, and 
s o c i a l growth that deter-
mine the course of a lifetime. 
T h e study’s conclu-study’s conclu-
sion is as sobering as it is 
c l e a r : the first thou-
s a n d days of a 

child’s life 
a r e an irre-

placeable 
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CHILDREN WHO EXPERIENCE FOOD INSECURITY
BEFORE AGE 5 ARE MORE LIKELY TO SHOW

COGNITIVE DELAYS, BEHAVIORAL PROBLEMS,
AND IMPAIRED EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

*Society for Research in Child Development, 2017SCAN HERE
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people—not just as youth, but as leaders 
and changemakers. These students are 
identifying real needs in their communi-
ties and taking initiative to address them. 
That kind of leadership deserves to be 
cultivated.”

White Plains Youth Bureau Deputy 
Director Elizabeth Almonte said: “Our 
youth are not waiting to be asked to 
lead—they are already leaders. This fair 
offers a platform to recognize their ef-
forts, amplify their voices and show that 

age is no barrier to impact.”
Narayanan said: “This event isn’t 

just about showcasing projects—it is 
about celebrating what happens when 
young people care deeply about the world 
around them. For me, Hyper Local Edu 
was the first step in realizing how pow-
erful youth-driven change can be, and 
seeing so many students bring that same 
energy to this fair proves that passion 
and purpose can start anywhere.”

Westchester County and White Plains Youth Bureaus Host First High School 
Youth Passion Project Fair
continued from page 8

Westchester Chamber Music Society Presents 
The Ivalas Quartet in Concert on December 7

The acclaimed Ivalas Quartet will perform for the Westchester Chamber Music 
Society (WCMS) on Sunday, December 7, 2025, at 4:00 PM, at Congregation Emanu-El 
of Westchester (2125 Westchester Avenue, Rye, NY). The program will include pieces 
by Haydn, Joji Yuasa, Coleridge-Taylor, and Debussy. The concert will be followed by a 
wine & cheese reception with the musicians.

Formed with a shared passion for promoting diverse voices in classical music, 
the Ivalas Quartet has quickly earned a reputation for its expressive artistry, technical 
mastery, and commitment to representing composers of color in the canon of cham-
ber music. The ensemble features Reuben Kebede and Tiani Butts, violins; Marcus 
Stevenson, viola; and Pedro Sánchez, cello.

“We’re delighted to welcome the Ivalas Quartet as part of our 75th season,” said 
Shelley Lotter, President of WCMS. “Their artistry, energy, and mission align with 
our commitment to present inspiring pieces from the traditional repertoire and bring 
fresh voices to our audiences.”

This special concert is part of the Westchester Chamber Music Society’s Diamond 
Jubilee, celebrating 75 seasons of bringing world-class chamber music to the commu-
nity. Ticket Information: First-time attendees: $25 (special discount rate); General 
Admission: $45 online / $50 at the door; Remote Viewing: $30 (livestream option); 
Students & Children: Free. For tickets and more information, visit www.Westchester-
ChamberMusicSociety.com

The Ivalas Quartet, praised for their “expressive intimacy and fearless commit-
ment to musical storytelling,” has performed on premier stages across the United 
States, including Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, and the Chamber Music Society 
of Lincoln Center. The ensemble was recently named a Graduate Quartet-in-Resi-
dence at Juilliard, where they studied with members of the Juilliard String Quartet. 
Dedicated to expanding representation in classical music, the Ivalas champions works 
by underrepresented composers, performing them alongside the standard repertoire 
to create powerful, inclusive programs that reflect the richness of the world today. For 
more information on the Ivalas Quartet, visit www.ivalasquartet.com.

ety of festive experiences. The sea-
son begins on Saturday, Dec. 6 with 
an Advanced Paper Snowflake Work-
shop, where participants can create 
intricate paper designs. On Saturday, 
Dec. 13, visitors can enjoy a special 
Holiday Tea in the greenhouse at 
Philipsburg Manor. The celebrations 
conclude with Victorian Christmas 
at Washington Irving’s Sunnyside on 
Saturday, Dec. 20, featuring a fes-
tive tour of the home decorated in 
holiday finery, along with hands-on 
crafts and seasonal treats. 

Visitors to the region will also be 
able to enjoy tours of Washington Ir-
ving’s Sunnyside, Philipsburg Manor, 
and Union Church of Pocantico Hills 
on weekends in December.

The Museum Shops at Philips-
burg Manor and Washington Irving’s 
Sunnyside will be open on Saturdays 
and Sundays through Dec. 21. Holiday 
shoppers are invited to browse local 
wares and support Historic Hudson 
Valley’s educational programs while 
checking off their entire gift list. 
Stocked with Hudson Valley-inspired 
and holiday-themed merchandise—
including artisan foods, books about 
the region, exclusive candles, and 
handcrafted jewelry—the shelves are 
full of unique items for everyone that 
can’t be found anywhere else. 

Tickets to all events and tours 
can be purchased online in advance 
at hudsonvalley.org.

Details: Dickens’s ‘Christmas 
Carol’

Performances take place at the 
Old Dutch Church in Sleepy Hollow 
on Dec. 13-14, 20-21 at 2, 3:30, and 
5pm.  

Capacity is limited for Dickens’s 
‘Christmas Carol’ and tickets should 
be purchased in advance at www.hud-
sonvalley.org or by calling 914-366-
6900. Ticket prices are $47 for adults 
and $42 for children under 18. His-
toric Hudson Valley recommends the 
event for ages 10 and up. Members of 
Historic Hudson Valley receive a 15% 
per ticket discount. 

Details: Advanced Paper Snow-
flake Workshop

The Workshop takes place at 
Philipsburg Manor on Saturday, Dec. 
6 at noon. Participants will learn 
techniques to create five intricate 
paper snowflakes, including one 
to display in the site’s greenhouse, 
while enjoying a complimentary hot 
beverage and donut.

The workshop is two hours in 
length and recommended for ages 12 

and up. Tickets are $10 per person 
and free for members of Historic 
Hudson Valley.

Details: Holiday Tea
The Holiday Tea takes place in 

the greenhouse at Philipsburg Manor 
on Saturday, Dec. 13, with seatings 
at noon, 1, 2, and 3pm. Visitors can 
enjoy a seasonal grazing box with 
cheese, crackers, and fruit, along 
with a tray of holiday cookies and 
a selection of Harney & Sons teas, 
coffee, cocoa, and water.

The experience lasts approx-
imately 45 minutes and is recom-
mended for all ages. Tickets are $35 
per person. Members of Historic 
Hudson Valley receive a 15% per tick-
et discount. 

Details: Victorian Christmas
Victorian Christmas takes place 

at Washington Irving’s Sunnyside in 
Sleepy Hollow on Saturday Dec. 20. 
Visitors can enjoy a holiday-themed 
tour of the cottage, create season-
al paper decorations, and receive 
a complimentary hot beverage and 
donut.

The program lasts approximately 
1 hour and 30 minutes and is rec-
ommended for all ages. Tickets are 
$30 for adults and $28 for children. 
Members of Historic Hudson Valley 
receive a 15% per ticket discount.

About Historic Hudson Valley
Historic Hudson Valley, West-

chester County’s largest cultural or-
ganization, educates and entertains 
more than hundreds of thousands of 
visitors a year through school pro-
grams, tours of five National Historic 
Landmarks, and large-scale events 
like The Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze.

From its lower Hudson Valley 
base of operations, the organization 
focuses on delivering quality educa-
tional and entertaining experiences, 
striking a balance between tradition 
and vision, from preserving the past, 
to contextualizing it for 21st-century 
audiences. 

Historic Hudson Valley oper-
ates tours and public programming 
at Kykuit, the Rockefeller estate, 
Philipsburg Manor, Union Church of 
Pocantico Hills, Washington Irving’s 
Sunnyside, and Van Cortlandt Manor. 
These sites help us make meaning 
for visitors in a variety of settings, 
including traditional house and 
landscape tours, formal educational 
programs for school children, popu-
lar on-site special events, and digital 
media.

Celebrate Sleepy Hollow Holidays with Dickens, Tea, Victorian Cheer
continued from page 4



Harrison Herald    •   December 2025    •    Page 12    •     www.harrisonherald.com



Harrison Herald    •   December 2025    •    Page 13    •     www.harrisonherald.com

BUSINESS CARDS $108. per issue. Prepaid only. Just mail us your Business Card 
and Full Payment and we’ll take care of the rest. Mail to: 
Shoreline Publishing, 629 Fifth Ave., Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803

HarrisonHerald  
Edward Shapiro, President and Publisher
es@shorelinepub.com

Cynthia Pena, Editor, Art Director
shorelineproduction@gmail.com

Nancy Coveney, Editor
nancy.coveney@shorelinepub.com

Lauren Levine, Advertising Account Executive
levinelaur@gmail.com

Mary DeYoung, Advertising Account Executive
mdeyoung.61@gmail.com

www.shorelinepub.com

Larchmont Ledger
www.larchmontledger.com 

Harrison Herald
www.harrisonherald.com

New Rochelle Review
www.newrochellereview.com

The Pelham Post
www.thepelhampost.com

Scarsdale Sentinel
www.scarsdalesentinel.com

Westchester Jewish Life
www.westchesterjewishlife.com

The Harrison Herald is published monthly by Shoreline Publishing, Inc., 
629 Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803. 914-738-7869. The 
entire contents of the Harrison Herald is copyrighted. No portion may 
be reproduced without written permission of the publisher. The views, 
opinions and content of this publication does not necessarily reflect 
that of the staff of Shoreline Publishing.

Shoreline Publishing accepts the submission of articles, events and items 
of interest no more than 500 words with .jpg photos for inclusion in Shore-
line newspapers and websites. Email to: shorelineproduction@gmail.com 
or Shoreline Publishing, 629 Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803. 
Shoreline Publishing reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions.

1) _ _________________________________________________________________________

2) _ _________________________________________________________________________

3) _ _________________________________________________________________________

4) _ _________________________________________________________________________

5)  __________________________________________________________________________

Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________________________

Classified Ad Form
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WANTED!!
PART TIME AD SALES EXECUTIVE

FOR ALL OF OUR NEWSPAPERS AND 
SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS.

EMAIL COVER LETTER OF INTEREST 
ALONG WITH YOUR RESUME TO:

es@shorelinepub.com

ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, re-
cords, instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Call Aaron at 914-235-0302.

VINTAGE MILITARY ITEMS WANTED
Antique, unique military items want by long-time collector. Items such as helmets, medals, 
uniforms, swords, and any items especially up to World War II and earlier. High cash payment 
offered. Appraisals also done. Please call 914-980-8678. 

EXPERIENCED MANDARIN TUTOR
Top 3 NYC high school teacher w/16 years teaching Level 1 to AP.  Expert in preparing students at 
any level including AP Chinese. Personalized approach, proven results. In-person or online. Text 
917-915-2115.

WESTCHESTER REALTOR – LOW COMMISSION!
Bilingual (EN/CH) realtor serving New Rochelle, White Plains, Eastchester, Mamaroneck, Larchmont, 
Harrison, Yonkers, Pelham, Hartsdale. Full service at a below-average commission rate. Sell smoothly 
and save money. Text 914-712-8811 for free consultation!
 
JUNK REMOVAL AND CLEAN OUTS
‘Dump N Chase’ junk removal is a group of college hockey players who will remove your junk, 
transport large household items, and clean out garages, attics, and sheds. Call or text 914-860-
5177.

CHILDCARE, ELDER CARE, CLEANING EXPERTISE
Warm, caring, reliable, trustworthy, and personable individual with 25 years of experience in 
Scarsdale area with NY State driver’s license and U.S citizen. Whether you need childcare, elder 
care, household cleaning or household management, I can provide these services part-time: 
M-F 1PM – 7PM. Please contact Sheila, Email: ladymac01@yahoo.com / Mobile: 914-924-0294. 
References furnished upon request.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  Excellent 
References. Call 914-602-7318.

PURCHASING MIDCENTURY MODERN, ART, ESTATES
Established NYC collector & dealer paying highest prices possible for 20th C. Modern Furniture 
& Art. Single items and estate contents. Please contact me directly at 917-566-9451.

PROFESSIONAL JEWELRY APPRAISALS
Professional Jewelry Appraisals for Insurance, Estate, Legal and Selling Purposes. Located in 
Harrison and New York City, or we can come to you. Call 212-489-6553 and visit 
www.NYCjewelryAppraisers.com  

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER
20 plus years of experience. I also provide handyman services. Excellent references available. 
For free estimate please call Eddie at 845-653-2188.

HOUSECLEANING AND AIRBNB SERVICES 
Hosting can be easy -- Let me Handle the Clean! Meticulous turnover cleaning for Airbnbs and 
Vacation Rentals.
→ Sparkling kitchens & bathrooms
→ Beds made hotel-dtyle
→ Trash removal & supply restocking
→ Before/after photos included
→ On-call concierge
While You Relax-Receive Trustworthy Service. Call G. Cross at 347-547-8454 or email at 
ginamariecross@gmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS
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Estate Planning for Tangible Property

BY BERNARD A. KROOKS, CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY
SPECIAL GUEST CONTRIBUTOR: JOEL KROOKS, ESQ.

When people think about estate planning, they often focus on major assets like 
real estate, investment accounts, and life insurance policies. However, tangible per-
sonal property—items such as jewelry, artwork, collectibles, furniture, vehicles, and 
family heirlooms—can carry both emotional and financial value. Planning for how 
these possessions will be distributed after death is an important yet often overlooked 
part of a comprehensive estate plan.

These items may or may not have high monetary value, but they frequently hold 
deep sentimental significance. Disputes over tangible items are common among heirs 
because personal meaning can outweigh market worth. A grandmother’s wedding ring, 
for instance, might cause more tension than a bank account because of its emotional 
connection.

One way to handle tangible assets is through a personal property memorandum. 
This document, referenced in your will or trust, allows you to list specific items and 
designate who should receive them. Unlike a will, which typically requires formal ex-
ecution to make changes, a memorandum can usually be updated more easily without 
legal formalities. This flexibility makes it ideal for items that may change hands, be 
sold, or be newly acquired over time. However, it is important to note that in New 
York a personal property memorandum is not legally binding, and it simply shows the 
Decedent’s wishes regarding their tangible personal property. 

Another option is to distribute tangible personal property through specific be-
quests in a will or trust. A specific bequest names a particular item and the individual 
who should receive it. For example:

“I give my diamond engagement ring to my daughter, Jane Doe.”
“I give my antique piano to my nephew, John Doe.”
By including language like this, you remove ambiguity and give your executor 

clear legal instructions. These specific bequests are binding and enforceable under 
your will or trust, ensuring that your wishes are carried out as you intend.

It’s important to describe each item clearly to prevent confusion or disputes. 
Include identifying details—such as brand names, serial numbers, or distinguishing 
features—especially for valuable or similar-looking property. If you later sell or give 
away an item that you’ve listed in your will, your estate plan should be updated to 
reflect that change. Photographs are another excellent way to clearly illustrate which 
tangible personal property you are describing. 

Tangible personal property should be coordinated with the rest of your estate 
plan. For example, if valuable items are part of a trust, ownership may need to be 
formally transferred to the trust to avoid probate. Additionally, specific items left in 
a will should align with the terms of any trust or beneficiary designations to prevent 
contradictions. Items with significant value—such as rare collectibles—should be 
documented carefully for estate valuation purposes.

Tangible personal property estate planning is more than just deciding who gets 
what—it’s about preserving family relationships and honoring sentimental ties. By 
creating a detailed memorandum, communicating clearly with loved ones, and inte-
grating personal property decisions into your estate plan, you can reduce the risk of 
disputes and ensure your possessions end up exactly where you intend. 

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner of Littman Krooks LLP. He was 
named 2021 “Lawyer of the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for excellence in Elder 
Law and has been honored as one of the “Best Lawyers” in America since 2008. He 
was elected to the Estate Planning Hall of Fame by the National Association of Estate 
Planners & Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is past Chair of the Elder Law Committee 
of the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr. Krooks may be 
reached at (914-684-2100) or by visiting the firm’s website at www.littmankrooks.com.

Table Hopping with Morris Gut: Sparkling 
Holiday Dining & Events

The 5th annual New Rochelle Holiday 
Market 2025 at New Roc City, 29 LeCount 
Place, will run Nov. 28 through Dec.14th., 4-8 
pm weekdays, and 12-8 pm weekends. There 
are holiday vendors and fun for all. For info: 
www.newrochelleny.gov/1842/NRNY-Holi-
day-Market 

The White Plains Holiday Market 
brought to us by White Plains BID, returns 
December 6th through the 17th with 40 
regional craft and food vendors. It takes place 
on Court St. between Main & Martine St. 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday thru Wednesday; to 7 
p.m. Thursday-Sunday. For info: https://wp-
bid.com/events/holiday-market/ 

If all this makes you hungry, here are 
some nearby dining suggestions for everyone 
in the family…

ALEX’S BAR & GRILLE, NORTH WHITE 
PLAINS

The handsome dining room is split into 
cozy sections with Mediterranean clay-col-
ored banquets and plush beige curtained 
windows. Proprietor Alex Ahmetaj offers big 
cuts of aged steaks and chops along with gen-
erously served Northern Italian/Continental 
fare.  Check out such specialties as: Pan Fried 
Calamari with hot cherry peppers, Lingui-
ni alle Vongole, a delicious fresh Branzino 
prepared tableside, classic Veal Parmigiana, 
grilled Filet Mignon, NY Sirloin Steak, a hefty 
Rib Eye, or the Pork Chops. Alex’s Bar & 
Grille, 577 N. Broadway, N. White Plains. 914-
358-1444 www.alex577.com 

BEECHMONT TAVERN, NEW ROCHELLE
I like vintage pubs and taverns. I recently 

got back to the Beechmont Tavern, across 
from IONA University in New Rochelle. It 
has been around since 1928, they say, and 
proprietor Rob Hayes keeps the place warm 
and buzzing. We ordered their popular tradi-
tional chicken wings, a Gael burger and fries, 
and a summery goat cheese and pear salad. 
We shared. All were great. A special shout out 
to the staff. They were friendly and on the 
spot. We will be back. Beechmont Tavern, 750 
North Ave., New Rochelle. Open 7 days. 914-
636-9533 www.beechmonttavern.com 

TRATTORIA VIVOLO, HARRISON
Cited by Forbes Magazine, Chef-owner 

and personable host Dean Vivolo serves his 
robust regional Italian cuisine out of a vintage 
diner just across from Harrison’s Met-
ro-North station. Sit at the counter, tuck into 
a booth, or take a table in the rear greenhouse 
and enjoy the surprising contemporary and 
traditional flavors emanating from his kitch-
en: tasty thin-crusted pizza; Crostino di Po-
lenta topped with wild mushrooms, gorgon-
zola, and tomato sauce; Linguini Nere with 

bay scallops; Grilled Lamb Chops; Lasagna 
Bolognese al Forno; and wonderful Spaghetti 
a la Vongole. Fine wine list. Sparkling lights 
in the evenings. Seasonal outdoor patio. Free 
parking. Trattoria Vivolo, 301 Halstead Ave., 
Harrison. 914-835-6199 www.trattoriavivolo.
com

JACK’S BAR & RESTAURANT, EASTCHESTER 
Owner Shane Clifford and his friendly 

crew serve delicious finger foods and gener-
ously plated specialties. Chef/partner Brandan 
Donohoe’s modern Irish American kitchen 
come great burgers, decadent Short Rib Mac 
N’ Cheese, crusty pizzas out of their wood-
fired oven; freshly made salads; Buttermilk 
Chicken Sandwich; Berkshire Pork Chops; 
Jack’s Lamb Shank. Their full Irish Breakfast 
at brunch is a winner. Sticky Toffee Pudding 
for dessert is a must!  The same group own 
Jill’s in Mamaroneck. Jack’s Bar, 219 Main St., 
Eastchester. 914-652-7650 www.jackseastches-
ter.com

TORCELLO RISTORANTE, LARCHMONT
Imer Rraci and his veteran team re-

imagined the former La Riserva into a lovely 
setting for the Italian classics. Named after 
an island off the coast of Venice, this kitchen 
turns out such winning dishes as: colorful 
Mozzarella Caprice; Risotto Di Funghi with 
porcini; Linguine alle Vongole; Veal Chop 
Parmigiana; classic Rack of Lamb; and deli-
cious Pollo Torcello, topped with applewood 
bacon and melted fresh mozzarella in a light 
bourbon mushroom sauce. Rraci had spent 
years working for the former Giambelli in 
Manhattan, and Valbella in Old Greenwich, 
CT. Open 7 days for dinner starting at 3:30 
p.m. Bar/cocktails. Happy hours Wed. through 
Fri.  3:30-6 pm. Outdoor patio. Free parking. 
Torcello, 2382 Boston Post Road, Larchmont. 
914-833-1118 www.torcellolarchmont.com 

(Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing 
consultant and former restaurant trade magazine 
editor. He has been tracking and writing about 
the food and dining scene in greater Westchester 
for 30 years. He may be reached at: 914-235-6591. 
Email: gutreactions@optonline.net) 
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Calendar of Events

Sinterklaas—annual St. Nicholas Day
 Celebration
Philipse Manor Hall State Historic Site, 29 
Warburton Avenue, Yonkers
Saturday, December 6, 2025, from 12:00 
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Join us for a visit from St. Nicholas himself, 
historical games, ornament crafts, ginger-
bread decorating, live music, and more! 
Featuring live music and stories with story-
teller April Armstrong, accompanied by Ma-
rio Sprouse on piano. See the full schedule 
at https://www.philipsemanorhall.com/
programs-and-events/st-nicholas-day-cel-
ebration-2025. All crafts, gingerbread dec-
orating, and admission are free and open 
to everyone, sponsored by the Friends of 
Philipse Manor Hall. Pre-registration is not 
required, but all children must be accompa-
nied by an adult.

Impact: The End of the Age of Dinosaurs
American Museum of Natural History
200 Central Park West, NY, NY
Explore the before-and-after story of the 
asteroid impact that led to the extinction 
of non-bird dinosaurs and the majority of 
animal and plant species on the planet in 
Impact: The End of the Age of Dinosaurs.
Step back in time to experience the planet 
as it was during the Cretaceous Period, 
when dinosaurs walked the Earth, ptero-
saurs flew in the skies, and massive marine 
reptiles—such as mosasaurs and plesio-
saurs—ruled the oceans. Visit https://www.
amnh.org/exhibitions/impact

ModernMedieval Voices
A Midwinter Feast: An Enchanting Journey 
Through Eight Centuries of Holiday Music
Thursday, December 18, 2025, 7:30 pm
Church of St. Luke in the Fields, 
487 Hudson Street, NY, NY  
A program promising to be a moving and lumi-
nous holiday experience — a perfect antidote 
to the winter doldrums and a cherished tra-
dition for lovers of early and new music alike. 
Tickets purchase online: https://gemsny.org/
event/modernmedieval-voices/. A holiday pro-
gram of music from the British Isles, featuring 
beloved English medieval and Renaissance 
carols, including Angelus ad Virginum, Good 
People All, and Green Groweth the Holly. Also 
included are new arrangements of some tradi-
tional favorites including In the Bleak Midwin-
ter, The Coventry Carol, and The Holly and the 
Ivy. More info at www.modernmedieval.org.

Kids Baking: Gingerbread Friend 
Decorating
Wednesday, December 10, 2025
4:00pm - 5:00pm
Harrison Public Library, Halperin Building - 
Community Room
Ages 7-12. Decorate a Gingerbread friend. 
20 Tickets will be given out, first come, first 
serve to participate.

Holiday Wreath Craft
Thursday, December 11, 2025
4:00pm - 5:00pm
Harrison Public Library, Learning Center
Ages 5-7. 20 tickets will be given out. First 
come, first serve. 

Marbled Holiday Bulbs
Friday, December 12, 2025
3:00pm - 4:30pm
Harrison Public Library, Halperin Building - 
Conference Room, Learning Center
Adults | Teens | Art | Workshop
Registration required. Please sign up be-
low. Join our volunteer Elizabeth Bardwill 
and create some holiday bulbs using a 
marbling technique, paints and holiday 
embellishments. Please register. Limited to 
15 participants.

Holiday Lights at Crawford Park 
December 6, 2025 at 3:30pm - 6:30pm.
Come enjoy the family-friendly warmth and 
holiday cheer you’ve come to expect from 
this joyful community event. Tree lighting at 
5:00pm. Selfies with Santa, great food and 
holiday snacks, craft activities and amazing live 
holiday music are just a few reasons why you 
don’t want to miss out.

West Harrison 20th Annual Tree Lighting and 
Holiday Celebration
Friday, December 5, 2025 at 7pm. 
West Harrison Village Green
Refreshments will be served and enjoy holiday 
entertainment. Visit with Santa and Frosty.

Sinterklaas—annual St. Nicholas Day
 Celebration
Philipse Manor Hall State Historic Site, 29 War-
burton Avenue, Yonkers
Saturday, December 6, 2025, from 12:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. 
Join us for a visit from St. Nicholas himself, 
historical games, ornament crafts, gingerbread 
decorating, live music, and more! Featuring 
live music and stories with storyteller April 
Armstrong, accompanied by Mario Sprouse 
on piano. See the full schedule at https://www.
philipsemanorhall.com/programs-and-events/
st-nicholas-day-celebration-2025. All crafts, 
gingerbread decorating, and admission are 

free and open to everyone, sponsored by the 
Friends of Philipse Manor Hall. Pre-registration 
is not required, but all children must be accom-
panied by an adult.

The Met’s Christmas Tree and Neapolitan Ba-
roque Crèche—a beloved holiday tradition—is 
on view in the Medieval Sculpture Hall (Gallery 
305) through January 6, 2026. The towering 
20-foot blue spruce is adorned with a host of 
cherubs and angels. More than 70 additional 
figures at the base represent the three ele-
ments of Nativity scenes that were traditional 
to 18th-century Naples: adoring shepherds 
and their flocks, the procession of the three 
Magi, and spirited peasants and townspeople. 
Enhancing the display are nearly 50 charming 
animals and background elements—such as 
the ruins of a Roman temple, several quaint 
houses, and a typical Italian fountain—that 
create a dramatic setting for the Nativity. 

In honor of Hanukkah, a magnificent silver 
menorah made in 1866–72 is on view in The 
Iris and B. Gerald Cantor Galleries (Floor 1, Eu-
ropean Sculpture and Decorative Arts, Gallery 
556) through January 6, 2026. Created for the 
Great Synagogue in Lviv (present-day Ukraine), 
the ceremonial lamp—which is cast, chased, 
and engraved with elaborate motifs—is one of 
the largest silver Hanukkah lamps known. The 
menorah is on loan from The Moldovan Family 

Collection. The eight-branched Hanukkah me-
norah commemorates an important moment 
in Jewish history: the triumphant Maccabean 
revolt against the oppressing Seleucid Empire 
and the reconsecration of the Jewish Holy 
Temple in 165 BC. The lamp’s eight branches 
refer to the miracle in which the last vessel of 
oil, which should have lasted only one day, kept 
the temple menorah lit for eight days to allow 
for the Temple’s reconsecration. 
The Met Fifth Avenue, 1000 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY. 
https://www.metmuseum.org/

The magic of the holidays returns as Lumina – A 
Magical Light Experience once again transforms 
Harvest Moon Farm & Orchard into a dazzling 
winter wonderland. Now celebrating its fifth season, 
Lumina features over half a million glowing lights in 
an immersive, walk-through display where families 
can continue the cherished tradition of returning year 
after year to celebrate the spirit of the season. More 
information and ticket information can be found here 
www.luminahm.com Guests can indulge in seasonal 
favorites including fresh apple cider donuts, toasty 
s’mores, hot cider, and festive holiday drinks and 
treats while taking in the sights and sounds of this 
one-of-a-kind experience, perfect for family outings, 
date nights, and holiday celebrations alike. Lumina – 
A Magical Light Experience runs through December 
30, welcoming guests from 5:00 PM to 8:30 PM on 
weekends and select weekday evenings. Tickets are 
available online at luminahm.com
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Warm Holiday
Wishes To You!

JULIA BRASESCO
JB HOMES TEAM AT COMPASS

LICENSED ASSOCIATE REAL ESTATE BROKER | NY & CT

M: 914.450.8338 | O: 914.341.1561

JULIA.BRASESCO@COMPASS.COM

Thinking of Selling in the New Year? Start 2026 strong with expert 

guidance and a proven system designed to help you get the highest 

return. With Compass Buyer Demand, we can show you how many 

buyers are already searching for a home just like yours, before 

we even list. Work with the JB Homes Team to find your buyer, at 

your price, with data-driven guidance every step of the way.

With heartfelt gratitude for our Harrison community.

Julia Brasesco
Licensed Associate R.E. Broker | NY & CT 
M: 914.450.8338

Hope Stone Brasesco
Licensed R.E. Salesperson | NY & CT
M: 347.276.6511

Taylor McKenna
Licensed R.E. Salesperson | NY
M: 914.774.2128

Annalise Stack
Licensed R.E. Salesperson | NY & CT
M: 914.282.5619
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