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 “Springtacular” a Fun Day for Children 
of All Ages

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Harrison Recreation Department 
presented “Springtacular,” a fun activity 
for children of all ages on Saturday, May 
13th at the West Harrison Village Green, 
welcoming Middle School, Grammar 
School and Pre-School kids. Over 300 citi-
zens attended.

Featured was DJ, Michael Rinaldi, 
“Rinaldi Entertainment,” who played a se-
ries of children’s songs besides the rock/
popular fare, including “Hokey Pokey,” 
“Chicken Dance,” as well as “Head, Shoulders, Knees 
and Toes,” plus Dinosaur, Castle, Train/Station, King 
Kong Slide and Porthole Bounce Castles.

Also featured was a “Tubs of Fun” ride and in-
flatable “Sports Combo,” offering baseball, basketball, 
football and soccer ball tosses. “It is just a day for the 
community to come out,” Harrison Superintendent 
Gerry Salvo remarked.

“There’s rides for the kids, cotton candy, pop-
corn, ice cream truck and food truck (Westchester 
Burger and Mister Softee).”

Inflatables and rides were provided by Fun 
Time, Jefferson Valley Mall, Yorktown. “We’re going 
to have a great time with the community,” Fun Time 
member Karl Reinecke noted.  “We will see you at oth-
er events, too, and have a great summer.”

“Thank you for choosing Fun Time,” Fun Time 
worker Roy Alexander III added, “also to the families 
that come out and enjoy Fun Time.  We just want you 
to have fun and be very happy.”  

Harrison Recreation employee Dorothy Klein 
sold $20 wrist bands, enabling kids to enjoy unlim-
ited rides, as well as light-up swords, spinning guns, 
light up stars and flags.

“This turned out to be a great evening,” Harri-
son Mayor Richard Dionisio stated.  “The weather 
is cooperating; the kids are having a great time and 
I am happy to be here.” 

“It is a wonderful afternoon,” former Harrison 
Mayor and former Recreation Superintendent Ron 
Belmont said. “It’s great to see the residents of Har-
rison enjoying themselves in activities sponsored by 
the Recreation Department.”  

Mayor Praises Police 
Department’s Quick Response

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Harrison Mayor Richard Dionisio called the 
May 18th Board meeting to order, requesting a 
Moment of Silence in memory of Nancy Masi, 90, 
former Receiver of Taxes.

“I would like to take a moment to once again 
commend our Harrison Police Department for 
their quick reaction in response to a call,” Dioni-
sio continued.  “During the early hours of May 
13th, a stolen skid steer was pursued by police of-
ficers in North Castle until pulling into Harrison 
where it was successfully intercepted.

“Officer Marco Bisceglia, who was formerly 
employed with Harrison DPW, called on his expe-
rience with heavy machinery to retrieve a loader 
from the nearby DPW yard and use  it to disable 
the skid steer.  Thanks to his problem solving, he 
was able to prevent injury and any further prop-
erty damage.”

 Under Actions and Resolutions, request by 
Michael Piccini, Coordinator of Computer Ser-
vices to sign the client renewal agreement with 
Rave Mobile Safety to provide Robocall and Email 
Blast services for 2 years at cost of $3,250 per year. 

During Public Comment, White Plains res-
ident Marybeth Sullivan said that according to 
U.S. Census, New Yorkers of voting age total 15.5 
million in the whole state, “and yet there are 4.5 
million  more voters in the data base fromNYS in 

available voting age population…We searched for 
records with no addresses.  The search returned 
over 51,000 voter records with no addresses; 
27,000 voted in 2020.

“In the 2020 election we found 27,000 regis-
trations after the cutoff date. These were unlawful  
votes.  There is a category called ‘purged voters,’ 
someone that has moved out of the County, purged 
from County voter roll.  The date of purged voter 
status must be included in the record.”

Joseph Mutino called attention to the fact 
that many manhole castings on Union Avenue 
project above the pavement, presenting hazards 
for bicycle riders and roller skaters. Dionisio re-
plied that the DPW would inspect the manholes.

Harrison Mayor Richard Dionisio; Trustee/Councilwoman 
Liz Brown
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New York State Council on the 
Arts Gives Grants

Nine Westchester arts organizations 
were among the recipients of nearly $2 mil-
lion in capital funding grants announced by 
Governor Kathy Hochul in May.  The funds, 
which were awarded through New York State 
Council on the Arts, are intended to support 
crucial building renovations, accessibility 
improvements and new spaces for creative 
work. The $1.93 million allotment to West-
chester groups is part of a record capital 
project funding announcement totaling $42 
million awarded to 144 arts projects across 
the state.

“We are most grateful to Governor 
Hochul and New York State Council on the 
Arts for recognizing the importance of these 
Westchester cultural destinations and the 
need to sustain and upgrade them to ensure their 
longevity within our communities,” says Janet 
T. Langsam, CEO of ArtsWestchester, which re-
ceived funds toward a capital initiative to enhance 
its gallery and 9th floor spaces to better accommo-
date performances.

Also included among the funded projects was 
a major investment toward wide infrastructure 
improvements at Lyndhurst Mansion, including 
refurbishment of all mansion windows and resto-
ration of its iconic veranda.

The full list of Westchester arts organiza-
tions that received funding is: ArtsWestchester, 
$342,000 for Capital Equipment Systems; Bethany 

Arts Community, Inc., $50,000 for Arts Classroom 
Renovation; Caramoor Center for Music and the 
Arts, Inc., $127,000 for Education Center Exte-
rior Envelope Restoration; Clay Art Center, Inc., 
$25,000 for an Automated Gas Kiln; Hoff-Barthel-
son Music School, $67,000 for Wheelchair Lift and 
Window Replacement; The Hudson Valley Writ-
ers' Center, Inc., $10,000 for Security System Re-
placement; Music Conservatory of Westchester, 
$150,000 for HVAC Replacement; National Trust 
for Historic Preservation in the United States, 
$962,000 Wide Infrastructure Improvements 
at Lyndhurst Mansion; Pelham Art Center, Inc., 
$200,000 Facility-Wide Improvements.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Westchester to 
Hold 10th Annual Bowl for Kids

Big Brothers Big Sisters of West-
chester will hold its 10th Annual Bowl for 
Kids’ Sake event on Tuesday, June 6th, at 
Bowlero Lanes in White Plains. The event 
is a fun-filled evening of bowling with 
a purpose, as funds raised will support 
mentoring programs for at-risk youth in 
Westchester and Putnam counties.

Participants are invited to form 
teams and raise money through online 
donations from family, friends, and col-
leagues. The top fundraisers will receive 
exciting prizes and the satisfaction of 
knowing they are making a difference in 
the lives of local children.

This year's Bowl for Kids’ Sake event 
will feature bowling, dinner, drinks, 
dance music, and the chance to meet and interact 
with corporate sponsors, Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Westchester staff and volunteers, as well as the 
children and families who benefit from the orga-
nization's programs.

"We are delighted to be hosting our bowling 
event again," said Valerie Brown, Chief Executive 
Officer of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Westchester. 

"Yes, it’s a fun evening of gutter balls and 
rental shoes, but it also provides critical funds for 
our life-changing mentoring programs. We are so 
grateful for the support our community gives and 
look forward to seeing everyone at Bowlero Lanes 
on June 6th!"

Individuals and businesses interested in sup-

porting Big Brothers Big Sisters of Westchester's 
Bowl for Kids’ Sake event can register a team or 
make a donation at bbbsbowlbig.com. For more 
information contact Nnamdi Anuforo at (914) 937-
3779.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Westchester is 
a nonprofit organization dedicated to creating 
and supporting one-to-one mentoring relation-
ships that ignite the power and promise of youth. 
Through partnerships with parents, volunteers, 
and others in the community, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Westchester aims to provide children 
facing adversity with strong and enduring, profes-
sionally supported mentoring relationships that 
change their lives for the better, forever. For more 
information, visit www.bigswestchester.org.
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Westchester Parks Foundation (WPF) Kicks 
Off 49th Annual Bicycle Sundays Program

During Bicycle Sundays, bicyclists, skaters, 
joggers and walkers take over 6.5 miles of the 
Bronx River Parkway. The iconic event takes place 
from 10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Sundays in May, June 
and September (except holiday weekends) on the 
Bronx River Parkway between the County Center 
in White Plains and Scarsdale Road in Yonkers, 
a round trip of just over 13 miles. The program is 
sponsored by the Westchester Parks Foundation 
and Westchester County Parks Department, along 
with ConEdison and NewYork Presbyterian West-
chester, along with Jen’s Cycles. 

Pictured L-R on May 6:  Steve Gifford, WPF 
Board Member; Dr. Mahesh Polavarapu, Medical 
Director NYP Westchester Emergency Department; 
Tim Hughes, Vice President Operations & Business 
Development, NYP Westchester; Jane Solnick, 
WPF Vice Chair and Director of Community Affairs 
Con Edison; Kathy O’Connor, Westchester County 
Parks and Recreation Commissioner; Mark Tulis, 
WPF Board Member; Ken Jenkins, Deputy County 
Executive; Joe Stout, Executive Director, WPF.

For more information visit: Bicycle Sundays 
— Westchester Parks Foundation (thewpf.org)

Manhattanville Dance Students on PBS
 Manhattanville College dance stu-

dents and their professor were featured 
on the PBS educational program “Let’s 
Learn” on May 25. Professor and Program 
Director Shawn Bible developed the edu-
cational segment to teach kids math con-
cepts after he was approached by PBS. 
“Let’s Learn” helps children ages 3-8 with 
at-home learning. 

Students Jessica Bessler, Danielle 
Chu, Alexa Rivera, and Paije Pasols, and 
Bible worked together in the on-campus 
dance studio during January and filmed 
footage that illustrated concepts of spatial aware-
ness and math. This was new territory, especially 
for Bible, who has taught college-aged students for 
his entire career as an educator.

Dance student Paije Pasols said it felt like a 
full circle moment. Pasols watched PBS frequent-
ly as a child and now believes “when you’re that 
young, your mind is so sculptable. It is so cool that 
the roles are reversed and I, along with the rest 
of the dancers, get to be the ones who hopefully 
spark something for at least one kid.”

Senior dance student Jessica Bessler said 
the experience was “was very different, especially 
given our younger audience. It was an interesting 
process learning how your mannerisms, the col-
ors you wear, and the way you speak effect young-
er viewers.’’

Senior Lexie Rivera said a Manhattanville 
course, “Dance on Camera” helped her prepare 
for what to expect.   “This project took it to the 

next level, but it helped to have that background 
to understand how everything works and what we 
needed to do to get great footage.”

Dance student Danielle Chu who has worked 
with youth groups in the community as a Clark 
Scholar volunteer, said she sees a natural connec-
tion between movement and education, and she 
is “grateful to be using dance to help educate my 
community... [it] provides a universal language for 
everyone to learn.”

Bible said it was “such a wonderful opportu-
nity working with PBS. “Our dance majors are so 
professional, prepared, and represent Manhattan-
ville to the highest caliber.”

The segment will air as part of episode 1211 
(“There’s a Silent ‘e’ in Kite!”) The episode will also 
be available online at https://www.letslearn.org/
episodes/ . To learn more about dance at Manhat-
tanville, visit https://www.mville.edu/programs/
dance.php.

Announcing the Hudson Valley 
Summer Arts Pass

Five premier cultural arts organizations — Jacob Burns Film Center, Historic Hudson Valley, Car-
amoor Center for Music and the Arts, Storm King Art Center, and Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival 
— have joined together to announce the 2nd year of presenting the Hudson Valley Summer Arts Pass. 

The Hudson Valley Summer Arts Pass is a discounted bundle of tickets to the season’s top events. 
With an abundance of offerings across the five partner organizations, the Pass helps consumers plan 
a vibrant and diversified season of arts and culture — all within a short drive! The Pass costs $185, but 
is valued at over $400, and a link for more information on the Pass can be found on each of the partici-
pating organizations’ websites. The only way to officially purchase the Pass is here: https://shop.burns-
filmcenter.org/packages/fixed/188

Second County Envirothon Held 
On May 12, local students par-

ticipated in the 2023 Westchester 
County Envirothon at Sal J. Prezioso 
Mountain Lakes Park in North Salem.

Fourteen public and private 
high schools across Westchester and 
Putnam Counties were represented 
by 22 five-to-seven-person teams, 
each competing in the Envirothon 
and testing their knowledge of en-
vironmental topics including soil, 
aquatic ecology, land use, forestry, 
wildlife and climate change.

The schools that participated 
included: Rye Country Day, Ossining High School, 
John Jay High School, Rye High School, Mahopac High 
School, New Rochelle High School, Fox Lane High 
School, Rye Neck High School, Yonkers High School, 
Obama School for Social Justice, Gorton High School, 
and Yorktown High School.

Winners included: Forestry event, Rye High 
School; Soils event, Rye Country Day, Team 2; and 
Aquatic Ecology, New Rochelle High School.

Westchester County Executive George Latim-
er said, “Once again, Westchester County students 
showed off their exemplary knowledge of the envi-
ronment at the Westchester County Envirothon. I’m 
thrilled local youngsters have this knowledge and pas-
sion to make educated decisions bettering the future of 
the County.”

Commissioner of the Westchester County De-
partment of Parks, Recreation and Conservation, 
Kathy O’Connor said, “Mountain Lakes Park in North 
Salem provides a diverse environment and is a great 
home for the Westchester County Envirothon. I’m de-

lighted to have welcomed students back to participate 
and show off their environmental knowledge.”

The 2023 Westchester County Envirothon was 
cosponsored by the Westchester County Soil and 
Water Conservation District (a subdivision of the 
Westchester County Planning Department) and De-
partment of Parks, Recreation and Conservation, with 
support from the Westchester Parks Foundation, 
Watershed Agricultural Council, New York Sea Grant, 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County, 
Save the Sound and NYC Department of Environmen-
tal Protection.

Westchester County Planning Acting Commis-
sioner Blanca P. Lopez said, “In only our second year 
of hosting this regional Envirothon event at Mountain 
Lakes Park, we were able to double the number of part-
ner organizations providing their expertise to over 22 
student teams from returning and new high schools 
across Westchester and Putnam Counties. We are ex-
cited to see this education program grow in the coming 
years.” 
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Professor David Bassuk

Harrison School’s Music Education Program 
Receives National Recognition

Harrison Central School District was honored 
with the Best Communities for Music Education 
designation from The NAMM (National Association 
of Music Merchants) Foundation for outstanding 
commitment to music education. NAMM awards the 
Best Communities for Music Education designation 
to districts that demonstrate outstanding achieve-
ment in efforts to provide music access and edu-
cation to all students. This designation was earned 
by 830 districts across the county, and only eight in 
Westchester County.

The NAMM Foundation is a nonprofit sup-
ported in part by the National Association of Music 
Merchants and its 15,000 member companies and 
individual professionals. The foundation advanc-
es active participation in music making across the 
lifespan by supporting scientific research, philanthropic giving, and public service programs.

HHS Students Compete at Regeneron 
International Science and Engineering Fair

Harrison High School students and Science 
Research Scholars, Lauren Davidson and Alissa 
Remeza qualified to compete in the prestigious Re-
generon International Science and Engineering Fair. 
Lauren also placed in the top 300 of the Regeneron 
Science Talent Search this year and were selected 
from nearly 2,000 students from across the country.

Alissa and Lauren will attend he competi-

tion, known as the Olympics of science fairs, and 
present their original research. Lauren’s research, 
Effect of Cu2+ on Transgenic Abeta42 Fruit Flies, 
is in the Biomedical Science category and focused 
on Alzheimer’s Disease. Alissa’s research, DUNE 
Neural Network Neutrino Identification Biases, is 
in the Physics and Astronomy category and is on 
the evolution of the universe. 

Lauren Davidson and Alissa Remeza

A Matter of Discovery: The Art of Luis Perelman
On June 11, The Neuberger Museum of Art 

opens its doors for the opening reception to A 
Matter of Discovery: The Art of Luis Perelman, a 
dynamic retrospective featuring more than fifty 
objects from the artist’s collection, as well as nev-
er-before-seen items from his studio. Mimosas 
and light brunch fare will be served from 12-2pm., 
during this free event, open to the public.

The Exhibition will be on view June 7 - No-
vember 5, 2023.

Well known for his pioneering sculptures 
cast in clear resin, New York-based artist Luis 
Perelman’s career spans six decades and encom-
passes drawings and paintings, photography, 

sculptures, and innovative new artforms that he 
continues to explore today. His pristine works of 
resin take the shapes of obelisks, columns, pyr-
amids, and even the original, iconic Coca-Cola 
bottle. Each sculpture is filled with a variety of 
materials: from found objects to industrial sup-
plies, including keys, screws, and wing nuts; cans; 
lightbulbs; typewriters; and shredded currency 
from the US Treasury Department. The products 
and materials echo the society in which Perelman 

has evolved as an artist.
A Matter of Discovery: The Art of Luis Perel-

man is organized by the Neuberger Museum 
of Art, Purchase College, SUNY, and curated by 
Patrice Giasson, the Alex Gordon Curator of the 
Art of Americas. The exhibition includes an illus-
trated brochure featuring an interview by the cu-
rator and the artist. 

Generous support for this exhibition is pro-
vided by the Alex Gordon Estate.

Purchase College Announces Fulbright 
Award Winner

The U.S. Department of State 
and the Fulbright Foreign Schol-
arship Board have announced 
that Professor David Bassuk has 
received a Fulbright U.S. Program 
award.

Professor David Bassuk, who 
is a Professor of Acting, has re-
ceived a Fulbright Scholar award 
to spend the 2023-2024 academ-
ic year at Fachhochschule (FH) 
Salzburg in Salzburg, Austria. 
Professor Bassuk will focus on a 
project titled Immersive Storytell-
ing Futures: Theater, Virtual and 
Alternative Realities. His goals are to integrate the 
study of immersive theater with technology, address 
a lack of media literacy regarding Alternative Reali-
ty Games (ARGs), and explore the art of immersive 
theater in Salzburg in the home of Austrian director, 
Max Reinhardt.

Following his work in Salzburg, Professor 
Bassuk plans to complete a book about the bound-
aries between performance and media. He will also 
further his work to inspire students to create audi-
ence centered stories that he believes “can seize the 
public's imagination and build meaningful, perhaps 
even transformational, work that allows people to 
participate actively in their narratives and societies.”

Purchase College President Dr. Milagros Peña, 
a past Fulbright recipient herself, said, “I’m proud to 
welcome Professor Bassuk to the ranks of Fulbright 
awardees at Purchase College. His work represents 
the future of interdisciplinary artists and scholars 
who are drawing important connections between 
media, technology, storytelling, and the arts. I look 
forward to following his progress.”

As a Fulbright Scholar, Professor Bassuk will 
share knowledge and foster meaningful connec-
tions across communities in Austria. Fulbrighters 
engage in cutting-edge research and expand their 
professional networks, often continuing research 
collaborations started abroad and laying the ground-
work for forging future partnerships between insti-
tutions. Upon returning to their home countries, 
institutions, labs, and classrooms, they share their 
stories and often become active supporters of inter-
national exchange, inviting foreign scholars to cam-
pus and encouraging colleagues and students to go 
abroad. 

As Fulbright Scholar alum-
ni, their careers are enriched by 
joining a network of thousands 
of esteemed scholars, many of 
whom are leaders in their fields. 
Fulbright alumni include 62 No-
bel Prize laureates, 89 Pulitzer 
Prize recipients, 78 MacArthur 
Fellows, and thousands of leaders 
and world-renowned experts in 
academia and many other fields 
across the private, public, and 
non-profit sectors.

The Fulbright Program is the 
flagship international educational exchange 

program sponsored by the U.S. government and is 
designed to forge lasting connections between the 
people of the United States and the people of other 
countries, counter misunderstandings, and help 
people and nations work together toward common 
goals. Since its establishment in 1946, the Fulbright 
Program has enabled more than 390,000 dedicat-
ed and accomplished students, scholars, artists, 
teachers, and professionals of all backgrounds to 
study, teach and conduct research, exchange ideas, 
and find solutions to shared international concerns. 
The Fulbright Program is funded through an annual 
appropriation made by the U.S. Congress to the U.S. 
Department of State. Participating governments and 
host institutions, corporations, and foundations 
around the world also provide direct and indirect 
support to the Program, which operates in more 
than 160 countries worldwide.

In 2022, Purchase College was named an HSI 
Leader by the Fulbright Program by the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs (ECA). This designation recognizes the note-
worthy engagement that selected Hispanic-Serving 
Institutions (HSIs) have achieved with the Fulbright 
Program, the U.S. government's flagship interna-
tional educational exchange program. Purchase 
College is one of very few undergraduate-focused 
institutions to receive this status.

For further information about the Fulbright 
Program or the U.S. Department of State, visit http://
eca.state.gov/fulbright or contact the Bureau of Ed-
ucational and Cultural Affairs Press Office by tele-
phone 202-632-6452 or e-mail ECA-Press@state.gov.

For more information about the College, visit 
www.purchase.edu.
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2023 National Merit Scholarship Winners
The National Merit Schol-

arship Corporation (NMSC®) 
has announced this year’s Na-
tional Merit $2500 Scholar-
ship winners. The 2,500 Merit 
Scholar designees were chosen 
from a talent pool of more than 
15,000 outstanding Finalists in 
the 2023 National Merit Schol-
arship Program. National Mer-
it $2500 Scholarship winners 
are the Finalists in each state 
judged to have the strongest 
combination of accomplish-
ments, skills, and potential 
for success in rigorous college 
studies. The number of winners 
named in each state is propor-
tional to the state’s percentage 
of the nation’s graduating high 
school seniors.

Locally, Ariella M. Blackman of Purchase 
and Harrison High School and William Mahony 
of Larchmont and Rye Country School, have been 
named as a National Merit Scholars.

These Scholars were selected by a commit-
tee of college admissions officers and high school 
counselors, who appraised a substantial amount 
of information submitted by both the finalists 
and their high schools: the academic record, in-
cluding difficulty level of subjects studied and 
grades earned; scores from the Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT®); contributions and leadership in school 
and community activities; an essay written by the 
Finalist; and a recommendation written by a high 
school official.

NMSC finances most of these single-payment 
National Merit $2500 Scholarships. 

Corporations and company foundations that 

sponsor awards through NMSC 
also help underwrite these 
scholarships with grants they 
provide in lieu of paying admin-
istrative fees. Scholars may use 
their awards at any regionally 
accredited U.S. college or uni-
versity.

This year’s National Mer-
it Scholarship Program began 
in October 2021 when high 
school juniors took the PSAT/
NMSQT, which served as an ini-
tial screen of program entrants. 
Last fall, the highest-scoring 
participants in each state, rep-
resenting less than one percent 
of the nation’s high school se-
niors, were named Semifi nal-

ists on a state-representational 
basis. More than 16,000 Semifinalists had an op-
portunity to continue in the competition. 

From the Semifinalist group, over 15,000 stu-
dents met the very high academic standards and 
other requirements to advance to the Finalist level 
of the competition. By the conclusion of the 2023 
program, more than 7,140 finalists will have earned 
the “Merit Scholar” title and received a total of 
nearly $28 million in college scholarships. On June 
7 and July 10, some 3,800 college-sponsored Merit 
Scholarship winners will be announced.

NMSC, a not-for-profit organization that 
operates without government assistance, was 
founded in 1955 specifically to conduct the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program. The majority of 
scholarships off ered each year are underwritten 
by approximately 340 independent corporate and 
college sponsors that share NMSC’s goals of hon-
oring scholastically talented youth and encourag-
ing academic excellence at all levels of education.

Ariella M. Blackman

The Purchase Free Library June Events
The Purchase Free Library has many sched-

uled programs for June.

Drawing with Caren.  Friday, June 2, 6:00 pm.
For an art class that is terrifically simple 

and relaxing, look no further.  You provide the 
imagination, Caren provides paper, markers, and 
frames.  Register today.  In Person / Adults

Summer Reading Registration.  June 2 to 
June 30.  Register for the 2023 All Together Now 
Summer Reading Program on the library’s web-
site.  Children, teens, adults.  Read during the 
summer and earn marvelous prizes at the end of 
August!

The Sassoons Exhibit at the Jewish Muse-
um. Thursday, June 15, 1:45 pm. This free tour for 
Purchase and Harrison library patrons focuses on 
four generations of a phenomenal family. Exam-
ine the exquisite portraits painted by John Singer 
Sargent or explore the rich tones of a Haggadah 
created in Europe during the fourteenth centu-
ry.  Participants must travel independently to the 
museum.  The location is 1109 Fifth Avenue (cross 
street: 92nd).  This is a joint program with the Har-
rison Public Library.  Rain or shine.  In Person / 
Manhattan / Adults.

The Roots of Black Music in America.  
Wednesday, June 21, 7:00 pm. Journey back 
through time with producer and songwriter Kar-
lus Trapp to listen to Scott Joplin at the birth of 
Ragtime, dance to the Charleston in the 1920s, 
and play air guitar with Chuck Berry in 1960s Mo-
tor City.  This is a joint program with the Town of 
Pelham Public Library.  Zoom / Adults

Local Businesses.  Did you know that you can 
apply for a library card if you work in Purchase?  
Simply come to the library with two types of iden-
tification: (a) your company ID, and (b) proof of a 
current home address, such as a driver’s license.  
Visits without the required identification are dis-
couraged.  Feel free to call the library with any 
questions you may have.

Knitting Circle.  Second and fourth Thursday 
of every month, June 8 & 22, 12:00 pm. Join the 
knitters of the circle to complete a blanket for a 
Westchester charity, or simply work on a person-
al design.  In Person / Adults. Register for these 
events at www.purchasefreelibrary.org or call 
(914) 948-0550. All library programs are free. The 
library will be closed on June 19 in observance of 
Juneteenth.

Vedat Gashi Elected New Chair of Westchester 
Board of Legislators

On May 15, the Westchester County Board of 
Legislators elected Vedat Gashi as the new Chair-
person of the County legislature. Gashi, who rep-
resents District 4, was elected to the position by 
his fellow legislators in a vote of 17-0.

Gashi brings a wealth of experience to the 
position. Born in Kosovo, at the age of 4, he and his 
family fled the oppressive, socialist regime to the 
United States. Since then, he has been a resident 
of Westchester County for over two decades. He 
earned a B.A. from Connecticut College, where he 
was invited to serve on the Board of Trustees as a 
Young Alumni Trustee. Next, Vedat earned his J.D. 
from Seton Hall University. During his studies, 
Vedat interned for Supreme Court Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor, then at the Second Circuit Court of 
Appeals, and Congressman Lee Hamilton on the 
House International Relations Committee.

Gashi takes over as Chair following the res-
ignation of Catherine Borgia, who had served as 
Chairperson from January 2022 until late April 
2023, and the interim leadership of Vice Chair 
Nancy Barr immediately thereafter. His election 
makes him the first person of Albanian-American 
descent and the first person of the Muslim faith 
to become Chair of the Board of Legislators in its 
three-hundred-year history.

In accepting the position, Gashi expressed 
his gratitude to his colleagues on the Board for 
their support. "I am honored to have been chosen 
to lead this distinguished body," he said. "I look 

(Chair Vedat Gashi, his wife Vjosa, and their children, Leka 
and Hana)

forward to working with my fellow legislators to 
address the challenges facing our County, and to 
ensure that Westchester remains a great place to 
live, work, and raise a family.”

Calendar of Events

Westchester County Parks sponsors Bicycle 
Sundays on June 4 and June 25 on the Bronx River 
Parkway from 10am to 2 pm, between Scarsdale 
Road in Yonkers and the Westchester County Center 
in White Plains. Call 914-864-PARK to learn more,

Playland, one of the nation’s most iconic 
amusement parks has opened for the season and 
features a new welcoming Fountain Plaza. In addi-
tion to the popular rides, the historic amusement 
park also features a scenic on-site Playland Beach 
with a new waterfront slide, as well as a new Play-
land pool with zero depth entry. The Boardwalk at 
Playland and Playland Lake has new paddle boats 
available alongside the historic Boathouse.

On June 9, the 14th Annual Harrison Football 
Hall of Fame Dinner will be held at Harrison Mead-
ows Country Club, 123 North Street, Harrison, start-
ing with Cocktail Hour at 6:30 pm. For details visit 
Harrison-ny.gov

At dusk, on June 10, The Village of Mama-
roneck Parks and Recreation hosts Outdoor Movie 
Night with Disney Pixar’s Lightyear movie in Harbor 
Island Park. For more information go to villageof 

Mamaroneck.com or call 914-777-7784.

On June 12, ArtsWestchester Ralph Martinel-
li Memorial Golf outing will be held at Brae Burn 
Country Club, Purchase, honoring Edward J. Fer-
ence-Gray and The Hon. Benjamin Boykin. Morning 
or afternoon Tee-off. Reserve at artsw.org/golf

On June 17 in Columbus Park, Mamaroneck, 
JUNTEENTH will be celebrated with food vendors, 
music, a Basketball Tournament, games and African 
Drummers.

The 2023 Westchester County Parks Cultural 
Heritage Celebrations in Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhal-
la, include: Asian American on June 3, 12-6pm; Al-
banian, June 4, 12-6pm; African-American, June 25, 
12-6pm. Go to parks.westchestergov.com for details.

The Annual Mamaroneck Fireman’s Parade 
will be held on June 28 from 7-9 pm along Mama-
roneck Avenue to Harbor Island Park. The Mama-
roneck Fireman’s Carnival in Harbor Island Park will 
take place June 27 to July 5. For more information go 
to villageofmamaroneck.com

Harrison Recreation presents the 2023 Sum-
mer Concert Series on the West Harrison Village 
Green at 7pm on June 29, featuring Alex Nikki and 
Jokers Wild Band. The Rec Hotline is 914-670-3039 
for information.

On July 3 in downtown Harrison, Oakland 
Avenue, Harrison Recreation presents the 2023 
Summer Concert Series featuring First Class Band 
performing at 7pm. Fireworks will follow. The Rec 
Hotline is 914-670-3039 for details.
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MEDICARE MADE SIMPLE!
I CAN HELP!
Are You Planning On Retiring Soon?

Make an INFORMED DECISION
Your trusted Healthcare and

Medicare Resource

Angela Asadi, Licensed Agent 
914-330-5252

Asadiangela@gmail.com
NO
FEE

RYE BROKERAGE | 49 PURCHASE STREET
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

Source: OKMLS 01.01.2012 - 12.31.2022, total transactions by agent at 
Julia B. Fee Sotheby’s International Realty Rye Brokerage. 

BONNIE 
STEIN

914.262.0915
bonnie.stein@juliabfee.com

Associate Real Estate Broker in NY & CT

#1 Transactions Agent
SELL YOUR HOME WITH THE

AT JULIA B. FEE SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL  

REALTY RYE BROKERAGE 2022

 

Top Dermatology Care in Westchester 

3010 Westchester Avenue • Purchase 
(914) 221-6440 • schweigerderm.com 

Book your appointment today • Same day appointments available

• Expertise in all skin conditions  
• Pediatric and adult dermatology 
• Solutions for fine lines, wrinkles, sun spots
• Accept most major insurances

Broadview Hires Resident Services and 
Intergenerational Program Director

Broadview at Purchase, the univer-
sity-based retirement community on the 
campus of the State University of New York 
at Purchase College, has hired a Residential 
Services and Intergenerational Program 
Director.

Kate Abate, an Ardsley native, is a cre-
dentialed gerontologist with a Master of Sci-
ence degree in gerontology from the Univer-
sity of Southern California.  Her job will be to 
focus on resident lifestyle, intergenerational 
culture, and community development.

Broadview, which is expected to open 
in the fall, champions intergenerational 
connections and lifelong learning.   Located 
on a 40-acre site on campus, the commu-
nity has 220 senior residential apartments 
and villas and will offer a wealth of amenities, 
including a swimming pool, fitness center, movie 
theatre, spa and salon, dining venues, and on-site 
health center, among other features.

“I’m so thrilled to have this position,” said 
Abate. “I really look forward to working with 
each resident and with faculty, students and 
staff who want to engage in our longevity model. 
Wellness and engagement are the cornerstones 
of longevity.”

Abate is also a wellness professional with 
experience as a certified personal trainer, nutri-
tion coach, crisis counselor, yoga teacher (RYT-
500), and an accomplished athlete in bodybuild-
ing.  Prior to her work in Gerontology, Abate ran 

a wellness business for 10 years focused on the 
implementation of behavioral and environmental 
health, nutrition, and fitness.

“Kate is a multi-talented individual and her 
background in community development and well-
ness is a perfect match for Broadview,’’ said Ash-
ley Wade, Executive Director of Broadview at Pur-
chase. “I know she is excited about the limitless 
possibilities for intergenerational exchange here.’’

Abate knows something about the impor-
tance of a community. She grew up in Ardsley. In 
fact, her father was the mayor of Ardsley. She said 
her experiences at the center of a small close-knit 

Kate Abate

continued on page 11

Everything Old is New Again Paintings at 
Harrison Public Library

The Harrison Public Library, Bruce 
Avenue, presents "Everything Old is New 
Again" paintings, by Michael Mendel on 
view June 4-30, 2023.

Michael Mendel was born in Berlin, 
Germany in 1934.  He and his parents es-
caped the Nazi Regime of Adolf Hitler in 
the fall of 1938.  Circumstances forced them 
to reside in Havana, Cuba for almost two 
years, before being allowed to legally enter 
the United States.

Michael graduated from the City Col-
lege of New York in 1956 with a BA in Art, 
then was commissioned as an officer in the 
US Infantry.   Back in civilian life and with 
several entry level art jobs behind him, 
he began a career as a graphic designer in 
the world of recorded music, a career that 
spanned almost forty years.  Opening his 
own art studio, he designed record album 
covers for many of America’s great musical 
personalities.  Tony Bennett; Gladys Knight; 
Johnny Mathis; Donovan; NY Philharmon-
ic; Eydie Gorme; Beach boys and hundreds 
more.  

Having dabbled in primitive oils in his younger years, he began to take painting seriously about 
2009. With three small sets of watercolors and four brushes, he taught himself to paint in this new me-
dium.

Michael’s New York City and Hudson River art has adorned the walls of museums and galleries 
throughout the East Coast and is also in private collections throughout the United States.

For more information call the library at 914-835-0324.



Harrison Herald    •     June 2023     •    Page 8    •     www.harrisonherald.com

06/30/23

Shop.Wallauer.com. Shop online. 
Pick up in store. 15 Locations 

in Westchester, Putnam & 
Rockland counties

 
®

Pelham store relocating!

New store opening soon! 
960 Mamaroneck Ave, Mamaroneck, N.Y. 

914-898-5502

Buy One, Get One 
8 oz. Color Sample

FREE 

Benjamin Moore delivers 
3500+ Unmatchable Colors
Wallauer Paint, Hardware & Design delivers the rest...

Quality, Service & Price!

Scan the QR
code for this
amazing offer!

Collector’s Item
AF-45

Gloucester Sage 
HC-100

Offer valid for one (1) free Benjamin Moore 8 oz. Color Sample with purchase of one (1) Benjamin Moore® 8 oz. Color Sample of equal or
greater value from participating retailer. Excludes Arborcoat®. Products may vary from store to store. Subject to availability. Offer cannot be
combined with other offers, discounts or promotions, or applied toward prior purchases. Retailer reserves the right to terminate, cancel or
modify this offer at any time without notice. Coupon expires 12/31/2023. ©2023 Benjamin Moore & Co. Arborcoat, Benjamin Moore, and the
triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co. All other marks are the property of their respective owner.
Color accuracy is ensured only when tinted in quality Benjamin Moore® paints. Color representations may differ slightly from actual paint.
BMCC 4/23

23-1044800_Wallauer Print and Digital Ads - BMCC_10.375x5.indd 1 4/26/23 1:16 PM
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BOOK YOUR NEXT

PRIVATE PARTY OR
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D E B R A  S T R AT I - PA DAW E R
Associate Real Estate Broker
M. 914.419.0101
dpadawer@houlihanlawrence.com
debrapadawer.houlihanlawrence.com

MATTHEW JAY LUCAS PADAWER
Real Estate Salesperson

M. 914.262.7979
mpadawer@houlihanlawrence.com

matthewpadawer.houlihanlawrence.com

VOTED BY WESTCHESTER 

MAGAZINE  |   2010–2022 

5    AGENT
MULTI-GENERATIONAL REAL ESTATE 

LEGACY IN THE HARRISON COMMUNITY

LIFELONG RESIDENTS
HOULIHAN LAWRENCE AWARD 

WINNER  |   2020 - 2021 -  2022

PLATINUM
REAL ESTATE AGENTS 

NATIONWIDE  |   2022

TOP 1.5%

Our story began when my mother, Victoria Strati, traded in her apron 
for a real estate license. Blazing a path for generations to come, she 
opened her own real estate brokerage in West Harrison, Victoria Strati 
Real Estate, where she served her community for over 40 years. 

Keeping the tradition going, I am proud to carry my mother’s real 
estate legacy of excellence and trust serving Rye and Harrison, and 
even prouder to see my son Luke following in our family’s footsteps as 
a third generation Realtor. 

R Y E  B R O K E R A G E 1 4  E L M  P L A C E ,  R Y E ,  N Y  1 0 5 8 0 9 1 4 . 9 6 7. 76 8 0 H O U L I H A N L A W R E N C E .C O M
Source: Real Trends, America’s Best List.  Accolades only awarded to Debra Strati-Padawer.

A Multi-Generational Real 
Estate Legacy in the Harrison 
Community for Over 60 Years

VICTORIA STRATI REAL ESTATE  |   WEST HARRISON, NY
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Dr. Rafael A. Ortiz Joins White Plains Hospital as Executive Director of Neurosciences 
White Plains Hospital (WPH) has 

announced that Dr. Rafael A. Ortiz has 
been named Executive Director of Neu-
rosciences. In this role, Dr. Ortiz will 
work with physician, administrative and 
nursing leadership to enhance WPH’s 
capabilities as a tertiary level hospital for 
Neurosciences, working across inpatient 
and ambulatory programs. 

White Plains Hospital’s Neurosci-
ences program offers comprehensive, 
cutting-edge treatment for a variety of 
complex neuro-endovascular, neurosur-
gical, neurological, cranial, and spine con-
ditions. With board-certified neuro-en-
dovascular surgeons, neurosurgeons, and 
neurologists, as well as the most advanced medical tech-
nologies and facilities, White Plains Hospital specializes 

in advanced treatments for patients with 
brain aneurysms, in need of stroke care, 
neurosurgery, pain management, and 
nonsurgical therapies.  

“White Plains Hospital has quickly 
become the leading provider of advanced 
care in the Hudson Valley, and I am 
thrilled to join this world-class team as we 
continue to grow our Neurosciences pro-
gram,” said Dr. Ortiz.  

Dr. Ortiz has worked at the forefront 
of neuro-endovascular surgery for the last 
20 years. His specialties include endovas-
cular treatment of cerebral aneurysms; 

embolization of brain tumors and vascular tumors of 
the head and neck region; cerebral and spinal arterio-

venous malformations; ischemic stroke; cerebral and 
carotid artery stenting; and treatment of craniofacial 

Dr. Rafael A. Ortiz

vascular lesions in adults and children, among others. 
Most recently, he served as Chief of Neuro-Endovascu-
lar Surgery and Interventional Neuroradiology at Lenox 
Hill Hospital and the Western Region of the Northwell 
Health System; and Associate Professor of Neurosur-
gery, Radiology and Neurology at the Donald and Bar-
bara Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell. 
He received his medical degree from the Universidad 
Central del Caribe, completed an internship in internal 
medicine and residency in neurology at Thomas Jeffer-
son University Hospital in Philadelphia. He completed 
a fellowship in vascular neurology and neuro-critical 
care from the Jefferson Hospital for Neuroscience in 
Philadelphia and a fellowship in interventional neurora-
diology and endovascular surgery at St. Luke’s Roosevelt 
Hospital, Columbia University. 

Dr. Ortiz has made prolific contributions to the 
specialty as a clinician and researcher; his work has 

been published in peer-reviewed publications including 
World Neurosurgery and Interventional Neuroradiology 
and he has presented his work at local, national and in-
ternational conferences. Dr. Ortiz is board certified in 
neurology and vascular neurology and received a Recog-
nition of Focused Practice in CNS endovascular surgery 
from the American Board of Neurological Surgery.  

He is currently the President of the American 
Heart Association NYC Board of Directors and has re-
ceived a variety of awards for clinical excellence, includ-
ing recognition as a Top Doctor by Castle Connolly, New 
York Magazine and The New York Times.  

 White Plains Hospital is a proud member of the 
Montefiore Health System, serving as its tertiary hub 
of advanced care in the Hudson Valley. The Hospital is 
a 292-bed not-for-profit health care organization with 
the primary mission of providing exceptional acute and 
preventive medical care to all people who live in, work in 
or visit Westchester County and its surrounding areas. 
White Plains Hospital has outpatient medical facilities 
across Westchester, including multispecialty practic-
es in Armonk, Larchmont, New Rochelle, Rye Brook, 
Somers and Yorktown Heights; and Scarsdale Medical 
Group locations in Harrison and Scarsdale. 

 

Hamilton College's Connor Griff '25 (Purchase/
Harrison HS) has been selected for the 2023 New En-
gland Small College Athletic Conference (NESCAC) 
Men's Tennis All-Conference Team.

Griff was voted to the singles first team. He is 
one of six singles players on the first team and is the 
first Hamilton player on the all-NESCAC team since at 
least 2001. Griff has a 19-7 record this season and won 
seven of 10 matches against conference opponents. 
He's 14th in the Northeast Region's singles rankings 
according to the Intercollegiate Tennis Association 
Collegiate Tennis Rankings.

On May 3, Griff was selected to play in the sin-
gles competition of the 2023 NCAA Division III Men's 
Tennis Championships at the U.S. Tennis Association 
National Campus in Orlando, Fla. The men's individual 
championships began on May 18 through May 21. Griff 
is one of 32 singles players in the individual champion-
ships and six selections are from NESCAC schools. 

Griff has a 19-7 record this season and won 7 
out of 10 matches against conference opponents. He 
is 14th in the Northeast region’s singles rankings ac-
cording to the Intercollegiate Tennis Association Col-
legiate Tennis Rankings.

Griff '25 Collects First 
Men's Tennis All-NESCAC 
Team Selection

THE MEADOWS

Scan the QR Code or Call 914.925.7002
to Make Your Reservation!

SOCIAL KITCHEN & BAR

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Serving Lunch and Dinner Daily

Tuesday - Sunday

at HARRISON MEADOWS COUNTRY CLUB

123 North Street, Harrison, NY 10528
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community has helped to inspire her work.
Abate said intergenerational learning is not 

a new concept nor is it foreign to young people. 
“When you press a younger person, you’ll see that 
many have connections to their grandparents. Ev-
eryone has people in their lives who are older.’’

She said she will follow the lead of Broad-
view residents in developing opportunities for 
exchanges.

“It will all depend on what kinds of relation-
ships they want to have with the next generation 
and sharing what they have learned in their lives,’’ 
she said.

Broadview is being co-developed by Senior 
Care Development, LLC and LCS Development, 
LLC, and will be operated  by Life Care Services®. 
LCS has over 50 years of senior living and housing 
experience and manages over 140 senior living 

communities nationwide. LCS has been rated best 
in customer satisfaction with independent senior 
living communities 4 years in a row by J.D. Power.  
For more information, visit Broadview online.

Purchase College, part of the State University 
of New York (SUNY) network of 64 universities and 
colleges, was founded in 1967 by Governor Nelson 
Rockefeller. His aspiration for Purchase was to create 
a dynamic campus that combined conservatory train-
ing in the visual and performing arts with programs 
in the liberal arts and sciences, in order to inspire an 
appreciation for both intellectual and artistic talents 
in all students. Today, Purchase College, SUNY is a 
community of students, faculty, and friends where 
open-minded engagement with the creative process 
leads to a lifetime of intellectual growth and profes-
sional opportunity. For more information about the 
College, visit www.purchase.edu.

Broadview Hires Resident Services and Intergenerational 
Program Director
continued from page 7

The Harrison Public Library Hosts June Programs

The Harrison Public Library, Bruce Avenue, 
has many exciting programs lined up for June. On 
Monday, June 5, 7 pm, a Book Talk with Author John 
Lazzarro on A Vanishing New York, will be featured. 
Join for a talk with author and photographer John 
Lazzaro. 

A Tibetan Sound Healing Workshop will be held 
on Friday, June 9, 3:30 pm.  Instructor Roberta Brown, 
RN, Integrative Medicine coordinator leads a relaxing 
and healing hour of Tibetan Sound Healing.  This pro-
gram is being offered in person in the Community 
Room. Bring a neck pillow, yoga mat or towel as you 
will be laying down for this program. Registration is 
recommended to reserve your spot.

The Hanamizuki Women's Choir returns June 
10 at 2pm, to the Harrison Public Library after a three-
year hiatus. The choir will be performing live and 
singing a repertoire of popular songs in the library's 
Community Room. Registration is recommended to 
reserve a spot.

Celebrating Juneteenth: African American 
Food with Culinary Historian Lavada Nahon will take 
place on Monday, June 12, 7 pm. This is a Virtual Pro-
gram on Zoom. Currently, Nahon is the Interpreter of 
African American History for the Bureau of Historic 
Sites, a division of the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation. Her mission is to bring 
history to life both its tastes and by giving presence to 
the Africans and African Americans enslaved in the 
landmass that was once New Netherland in whatever 
way possible.

Explore the gay and lesbian community that 
flourished during the 1950s in Cherry Grove through 
photographs and additional epherma from the 
unique holdings of the Cherry Grove Archives Col-
lection on June 14 at 6:30pm, online. This program is 
presented by the New-York Historical Society and is 
offered in partnership with the Greenburgh Public 
Library, New Rochelle Public Library, Putnam Valley 
Library, Yonkers Public Library, and Warner Library. 

Registration required to receive the Zoom link at 
www.harrisonpl.org/events.

A tour of "The Sassoons" at The Jewish Museum 
with the Harrison Public Library and Purchase Free 
Library will be held Thursday, June 15, 2 pm, on Site 
in Manhattan at 1109 5th Ave and E 92nd St, New York. 
Meet at the entrance to the museum at 1:45 pm. The 
exhibition highlights the Sassoon family’s pioneering 
role in trade, art collecting, architectural patronage, 
and civic engagement from the early 19th century 
through World War II.

All Together Now: Two Sides of the Coin, dis-
cussing Edwin Land and Margaret Bourke White will 
be on Zoom, Monday, June 19, 7 pm. “Two Sides of the 
Camera” is an online program presented by lecturer 
Toni McKeen in honor of National Camera Month! 
Registration is required to receive the Zoom link.

An Introduction to American Sign Language will 
be held on Wednesday, June 21, at 4 pm at the library.  
Learn the basics of American Sign Language (ASL) 
with instructor Michelle Osagie Hanson, a Westches-
ter-based an ASL teacher. American Sign Language 
(ASL) is a complete, natural language that has the 
same linguistic properties as spoken languages, with 
grammar that differs from English. ASL is expressed 
by movements of the hands and face.

Producer, songwriter, teacher, and troubadour, 
Karlus Trapp presents his delightful, educational and 
entertaining presentation, “The Roots of Black Music 
in America,” on Wednesday, June 21, 7 pm. Virtual 
via Zoom. It is a 100-year journey back through time. 
This program is being offered in partnership with the 
Town of Pelham Library, Irvington Public Library, 
and Purchase Public Library on Zoom.

Tai Chi and Meditation with Master Alex Lamas 
will be held Tuesday, June 27, 4 pm, On Site. Master 
Alex Lamas will lead this hour of Tai Chi in the library 
as part of a new 4-part series. The other dates are 
Tuesday, July 11, July 25, and August 8. Described as 

"meditation in motion," Tai chi's mind-body practice, 
which originated in China as a martial art, is benefi-
cial in preventing many health issues. No experience 
is required to enjoy the class.

Members of Korean Spirit and Culture Promo-
tion Project (KSCPP) will be showing how to create 
beautiful lotus flower lanterns using paper and wire on 
Saturday, June 24, 2 pm, On Site. All materials will be 
provided. Ages 12 and up are welcome! Registration is 
required to reserve spot at www.harrisonpl.org.

A Sumi-e Watercolor Painting Workshop Series 
with Art Instructor Joan Lok will be held on Tuesday, 
June 27, 3:30 pm. Instructor Joan Lok will teach how 

to paint the classic four gentlemen using watercolors 
in a new series. In June, part 3 of 4, contrast delicate 
blossoms with bold leaves of the chrysanthemum.  
Joan Lok will discuss using the brush tip for refined 
brushwork while using the side of the brush to cover 
large leaves. No experience needed. Registration is re-
quired to receive the Zoom link.

Stay tuned for additional program details about 
the Harrison Library's Summer Reading Program for 
Adults and Teens.

For more information about these programs call 
the library at (914)-835-0324 or visit www.harrisonpl.
org

From The Sassoons exhibit

Laughing Horse Coffee 
& Tea Co. has all the DNA of 
a “Best in Class” Coffee Shop.  
Take a local family with a back-
ground in entertainment and 
artist management, add in a 
desire to bring back a sense of 
community, something that has 
been lost in this world of social 
media and automation, and 
what you have is The Laugh-
ing Horse.  Located on Purdy 
Street in downtown Harrison, 
this cozy cafe offers a variety of 
specialty coffee and tea, to-go 
pastries from the famous Balth-
azar Bakery, wine, craft beer, 
and daily food specials that are 
something to post about.  The decor is industrial 
farmhouse meets music biz.  Owners Mike and 
Ali Nazzaro have been open a little over a year but 
have already built a loyal customer base.  Regulars 
rave about the friendly service and the top shelf 
quality of their products. 

The result of listening to one too many pod-
casts during the height of Covid, Ali and Mike 
were not the only ones that thought Harrison 

needed a great coffee shop.  “We 
just happened to be the first 
ones to execute on it,” says Ali.  

Consider it great timing and 
their propensity to take risks, up 
until mid-April, the owners had 
never worked in the service count-
er business, nor made a latte for 
anyone but themselves.  Fast-for-
ward one full year, one can confi-
dently say that they have dedicat-
ed the 10,000 hours to consider 
themselves pros, but don’t ask Ali 
for an “extra dry” cappuccino, that 
one still trips her up.  

The feeling of this coffee 
shop is summed up in this review 

they received online… “ What also really moves 
me is that Mike and Ali are good peeps – they’re in-
terested in building the community and offer varied 
creative events where it is easy to meet and talk to 
people. All I can say is 'What a Place'. I love it. Thank 
you for being as wonderful as you are and for coming 
to Harrison. I will keep coming back.”  

The Laughing Horse, 6 Purdy Street,  
Harrison and is open 7 days a week. Phone:  
914-488-6848 www.laughinghorse.co

Mike and Ali Nazzaro

Laughing Horse Coffee & Tea Co. Adds a Sense 
of Community to Area
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Common Medicaid Mistakes

BY BERNARD A. KROOKS, CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

We write often about the catastrophic cost of long-
term care and how it can bankrupt many middle-class 
families who do not adequately plan for this.  Unfortu-
nately, Medicare does not pay for long-term care.  Thus, 
many families are forced to pay out of pocket or try to 
qualify for Medicaid, which is a means-tested govern-
ment benefit program that has strict income and asset 
requirements in order to qualify.  Here are some common 
mistakes that are made when people apply for Medicaid:  

1. Failure to keep good financial records.  When ap-
plying for nursing home Medicaid in New York, you are 
required to submit financial and bank records for five 
years.  The local Department of Social Services reviews 
these statements to see if there have been any uncom-
pensated transfers of assets.  Certain transfers of assets 

could cause you to be ineligible for a period of five years, 
or longer.  Thus, the local Medicaid agency has the right 
to review all transactions that occurred in your accounts 
during the Medicaid look-back period (five years).  As 
the applicant, you have the burden of proving what hap-
pened to any assets that you had during the look-back 
period.  Therefore, it is very important for you to be able 
to produce appropriate documentation, if requested. 

2. Making changes to how assets are held without 
consulting a lawyer who understands Medicaid laws. 
Sometimes, people will try to navigate the Medicaid pro-
cess on their own and this can be costly.  Some mistakes 
that we have seen include failing to take advantage of 
exempt transfers, making transfers of assets at inappro-
priate times, and not considering the tax consequences 
of transfers.  One client thought she was doing the right 
thing by gifting her home to her daughter while she was 
alive in an effort to protect the house from Medicaid es-
tate recovery.   Unfortunately, when the daughter sold 
the house after mom died, she incurred several hundred 
thousand dollars in capital gains taxes which could have 
been avoided by using a Medicaid asset protection trust. 

3. Applying for Medicaid too soon. Some clients 
hire a non-attorney or have the Medicaid application 
submitted by the Medicaid coordinator at the nursing 
home.  While this might make sense if there were no 

asset transfers or other assets that the person wished to 
preserve, it can be a disaster if assets were gifted during 
the look-back period.  Sometimes, waiting just a short 
period of time to submit the Medicaid application can 
save tens of thousands of dollars, or more.  There are 
complex Medicaid penalty period calculations that 
must be done in order to determine the appropriate 
time to submit the application.  Filing too early can cause 
a longer penalty period to apply and a Medicaid denial. 

4. Thinking it is too late to do any planning.  While 
it is always better to plan early, it is never too late.  Of 
course, the sooner you plan, the more money you will be 
able to save, but in most cases, at least some assets can 
be preserved even if someone has already gone into a 
nursing home.  

5. Not understanding applicable exempt resources 
and asset transfers.  As stated earlier, Medicaid imposes 
a penalty period on uncompensated transfers of assets 
during the look-back period.  However, certain transac-
tions may be exempt, such as spending down countable 
resources by paying off debt (mortgage/credit cards), 
purchasing a prepaid funeral for the Medicaid applicant 
and spouse, transfers of assets to disabled children or to 
qualified trusts for disabled individuals, to name a few. 

6. Not executing a durable power of attorney.  
This common mistake applies to many individuals, not 
just ones seeking to apply for Medicaid.  At some point, 
many of us may suffer from a cognitive impairment, 
which necessitates decision-making by a third party, 

usually a family member.  The most cost-effective and 
simplest way to accomplish this is to execute a durable 
power of attorney which appoints one or more people to 
act on your behalf if you are unable to do so. While there 
are many “boilerplate” forms out there, caution should 
be taken in simply using an old form when the laws may 
have changed which now requires more specialized 
knowledge about the anticipated needs of an incapaci-
tated individual. Therefore, it is important not only to ex-
ecute a durable power of attorney before it is needed, but 
also getting the right kind of power of attorney to maxi-
mize the options both now and in the future. Failure to 
do so might necessitate the need for a time-consuming 
and expensive guardianship proceeding. 

That is just a few of the mistakes that we have seen 
people make as they go through the Medicaid applica-
tion process.  This is truly the case where an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure! 

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner of 
Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Lawyer of the 
Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for excellence in Elder 
Law and has been honored as one of the “Best Lawyers” 
in America since 2008. He was elected to the Estate Plan-
ning Hall of Fame by the National Association of Estate 
Planners & Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is past Chair of the 
Elder Law Committee of the American College of Trust 
and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr. Krooks may be reached 
at (914-684-2100) or by visiting the firm’s website at www.
littmankrooks.com.

Take a Fresh Look at Your Finances
Remember those financial resolutions you 

committed to at the beginning of the year? If they 
seem like a distant memory, the start of summer 
is an excellent time to reset and take stock of your 
progress. Follow the tips below to recommit your-
self to your financial goals.

1. Start with a clean slate. Review your finan-
cial situation and recent spending patterns. Is 
your spending aligned with your financial goals? 
Re-evaluate any bad money habits that may be 
holding you back from making better financial de-
cisions. Remind yourself that healthy financial be-
haviors can become part of your daily routine. 

2. Commit to financial stability. It’s easier to 
do something when you are intentional. Just like 
you set aside an afternoon to clean out the garage, 
set aside a few hours to clean up your finances. 
During this time, reflect, organize and make a con-
scious commitment to take responsibility for your 
financial future. 

3. Create, update or review your plan of action. 
A financial plan provides a roadmap for spending 
and saving, and encourages you to allocate your 
money toward the items or experiences that mat-
ter most to you. Your plan should articulate how 
you intend to handle your day-to-day finances, 
while working to achieve your long-term goals such 
as paying off your home mortgage and confidently 
retiring on your terms. If a large expense comes 
along, you may need to re-evaluate your financial 
priorities. Adjust as necessary and then get back 
on track as soon as possible. Likewise, if you receive 
a raise or windfall, consider how the additional 
funds can be applied to your financial plan.

4. Spend within reason. Your plan can provide 
you with guardrails to keep long-term goals in sight 
as you satisfy near-term wants and needs. When 
you know your emergency fund, retirement and 
other goals are on track, you can purchase tickets 
to the big game or plan a family trip without feel-
ing guilty or worried that the costs will prevent you 
from achieving your larger financial goals. 

5. Prepare for the unexpected. Life can throw 
challenging curveballs. Unexpected events such 
as unplanned medical bills or losing your job can 
greatly impact your bottom line. The only certainty 
is uncertainty, and that’s why it’s critical to assess 
your insurance policies to ensure you’re fully cov-
ered, and establish an “emergency fund” to cover 
surprise expenses. Consider reviewing your life, 
disability health, home and auto insurance poli-
cies with a financial professional who can help you 
identify and close any gaps in coverage. If you’ve 
acquired artwork, collectibles, technology or oth-
er valuables, make sure they are covered under 
your current home insurance plan. Also, use this 
as a time to update beneficiaries on your policies if 
needed. 

6. Find joy in the process. The desire to keep 
your finances in good order is an admirable as-
piration, and it has lasting impacts. Focusing on 
your finances today may help you to achieve a 
more comfortable financial future for you and 
your family tomorrow. Consider working with a fi-
nancial professional to help create a plan to reach 
your goals. With renewed energy and a well-de-
fined plan, you can feel good about your financial 
choices.

Ziyah Esben-
shade, CFP®, CRPC®, 
APMA®, is a Private 
Wealth Advisor and 
Senior Vice President 
with Pell Wealth. 
Partners, a private 
wealth advisory prac-
tice of Ameriprise Fi-
nancial Services, LLC 
in Rye Brook, New 
York. She specializes 
in fee-based financial 

planning and asset management strategies and has 
been in practice for 22 years. To contact her, visit 
ameripriseadvisors.com/Ziyah.r.esbenshade

Table Hopping with Morris Gut: Outdoor Farmers Markets

Get ready for some delicious spring/summer 
foraging…

BRONXVILLE FARMERS MARKET This bus-
tling market runs every Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. thru November. It is located at Stone Place 
at Paxton Ave., Bronxville. 914-337-6040 www.
bronxvillefarmersmkt.org 

THE PELHAM MARKET, open Sundays 10:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Harmon Ave. & Fifth Ave. Go to Face-
book, or www.pelhammarket.org 

NEW ROCHELLE FARMERS MARKET, the 
market operates Fridays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., on 
the green at Thomas Paine Cottage Museum on 
North Ave. www.downtoearthmarkets.com 

LARCHMONT FARMERS MARKET, Metro 
North Station at Chatsworth Ave./Myrtle Blvd., 
Larchmont. Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 pm. www.down-
toearthmarkets.com 

TUCKAHOE FARMERS MARKET runs Sun-
days 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Depot Square at the Metro 
North Station, 65 Main Street. 

SCARSDALE FARMERS MARKET In the 
Dale. The tents go up every Thursday from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. One Boniface Circle, near Metro-North 
station. www.villagegreenmarkets.wixsite.com/
scarsdalemarket 

RYE FARMERS MARKET, operates Sundays, 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Rye parking lot, Theo Fremd 
Ave. www.downtoearthmarkets.com 

MUSCOOT FARMERS MARKET Muscoot 
Farmers Market, part of Muscoot Farm on Rt. 100 
in Katonah, has reopened for the season. The mar-
ket operates every Sunday from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. thru November. Free admission. For further 
info: 914-864-7283, or www.muscootfarm.org

(Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing consul-
tant and former restaurant trade magazine editor. 
He has been tracking and writing about the food 
and dining scene in greater Westchester for 30 
years. He may be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net) 
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READ YOUR PAPER ON-THE-GO!

www.harrisonherald.com
and call 914-738-7869 to reserve 
your ad space in the next issue! 
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es@shorelinepub.com

Helene Pollack, Editor
hp@shorelinepub.com

Cynthia Pena, Art Director
shorelineproduction@gmail.com

Lauren Levine, Advertising Account Executive
levinelaur@gmail.com

Lynne Glaser, Advertising Account Executive
Lynnesglaser@gmail.com

The Harrison Herald is published monthly by Shoreline Publishing, Inc., 629 
Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803. 914-738-7869. The entire 
contents of the Harrison Herald is copyrighted. No portion may be repro-
duced without written permission of the publisher. The views, opinions and 
content of this publication does not necessarily reflect that of the staff of 
Shoreline Publishing.

Shoreline Publishing accepts the submission of articles, events and items of 
interest no more than 500 words with .jpg photos for inclusion in Shoreline 
newspapers and websites. Email to: shorelineproduction@gmail.com or Shore-
line Publishing, 629 Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803. Shoreline Pub-
lishing reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions.

Harrison
Herald

BUSINESS CARDS

$102. per issue. Prepaid only. Just 
mail us your Business Card and Full 
Payment and we’ll take care of the 

rest. Mail to: 
Shoreline Publishing, 

629 Fifth Ave., Suite 213, 
Pelham, N.Y. 10803

celebrating our

www.shorelinepub.com

Larchmont Ledger
www.larchmontledger.com 

Harrison Herald
www.harrisonherald.com

New Rochelle Review
www.newrochellereview.com

The Pelham Post
www.thepelhampost.com

The Bronxville Bulletin
www.thebronxvillebulletin.com

Westchester Jewish Life
www.westchesterjewishlife.com

Let us handle the creative side of your business.

Website design, logos, brochures, mailers, annual reports, 
flyers, business cards, signage, event materials and more...

Call 914-738-7869 or email cp@shorelinepub.com
for complete details.

7 newspapers over 100,000 readers -- 
1 price, prepaid $123.00 for 4 lines. 
Ad runs in 7 papers for 1 month. 
Make check payable to: 
Shoreline Publishing, Inc., 629 Fifth 
Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803

CLASSIFIEDS

ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, 
furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, 
cameras, records, instruments, coins, watch-
es, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please 
call Aaron at 914-235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassion-
ate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, post-
stroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  
Excellent References. Call 914-602-7318.

IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND 
COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower 
Westchester area available as a Nurses 
Aide and Companion.  Experienced with 
references available. Call Sharon Loane at 
914-943-8231.

GRAVE PLOT FOR SALE IN 
SHARON GARDENS
Beautiful plot (#573) in sold out Free 
Synagogue section. $20,000 OBO. Call 
203-918-4880.

LIVE IN CARETAKER
Seeking a live in caretaker for elderly 
woman to assist with companionship, 
appointments and more. Contact me at 
914-298-8872.

Harrison Playwright Wins First 
Prize in Film Festival

Tara Meddaugh, a 20-year Harrison resident 
and a globally-published playwright, just won the 
Bradford Gromelski Jury Award for the FUSION 
Theatre's, "The SEVEN", " one of the nation's pre-
miere short works festivals. Hundreds of play-
wrights competed across 40 states and 9 countries 
and Tara won first place for ‘There Once Were 
Two Clouds in the Sky.”

The play will be fully produced, and Tara will 
be flown out to see it. The production runs June 
8-11 in Albuquerque, N. M.  

Tara Meddaugh
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YOU know 
HARRISON’S LITTLE
LEAGUE SCHEDULE.

BUT DO YOU know 
YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE?

When it comes to knowing about your heart health, making a big difference shouldn’t take a huge effort. That’s why 
White Plains Hospital created a three-minute quiz that can help you determine your risk factors and lead you to the right doctors for
 your treatment.

Because knowing is exceptional, every day.

Visit exceptionaleveryday.org/heartdisease or scan the 
QR code with your phone to take the quiz.



Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

c.914.673.9324
alix.prince@juliabfee.com

alixprince.com

ALIX PRINCE 

juliabfee.com 49 Purchase Street, Rye
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

INVENTORY IS LOW. DEMAND IS HIGH. 

Your home is worth  
    MORE THAN EVER.

18 PURCHASE HILLS DRIVE, PURCHASE, NY
4 BEDS  |  4 BATHS  |  4,597 SF  |  $2,150,000

1 RENAISSANCE SQ #P4CD, WHITE PLAINS, NY
4 BEDS  |  4.1 BATHS  |  $3,500,000  |  RENT $19,500

CALL ALIX TO SELL YOUR HOME IN THIS DYNAMIC MARKET!


