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Board Discusses DOJ Lawsuit Against Town and Fire Department
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Harrison Mayor Richard Dionisio opened 
the Thursday, June 16th Board of Trustees meet-
ing, calling for a Moment of Silence. Mayor Di-
onisio then presented a Certificate of Achieve-
ment to James Barker of Iona Prep “for providing 
high-quality music education to young students.”

David Birdsall, Business and Finance Direc-
tor, Westchester Joint Water Works (WJWW) out-
lined Capital Projects Approvals and Water Rates, 
saying that the average retail cost of WJWW Fin-
ished Water is Nine-Tenths of One Cent Per Gallon 
($0.009). 

The Five-Year 
Capital Plan Total is 
$132,454,000; Town of 
Harrison’s (TOH) share 
is $75,068,160.  

“WJWW costs 
are driven by three 
factors: 1) Cost of New 
York City Water; 2) 
Water System Opera-
tional Cost, Treatment 
Plants; 3) Capital Im-
provements,” Birdsall 
said.  A 12% increase 

in water rates is recommended, effective 7/1/22, 
which would increase retail cost of finished wa-
ter a little over one cent per gallon; the Board ap-
proved the increase.

Attorney Al Pirro, representing Halstead 
Group, Inc., appeared with Architect Mark Mus-
tacato, regarding conversion of an empty office 
building on 47-49 Halstead Avenue to a multi-fam-
ily dwelling.  Noting that the Planning Board is-
sued a negative declaration permitting approval of 
the Text Amendment, the Town Board approved 
Pirro’s request.

The next Public Hearing regarded determin-
ing the amount of real property to be acquired by 

the Town by condemnation of property on 226 
Fremont Street for installation of a municipal 
parking lot; 249 Halstead is in the process of being 
taken by eminent domain. 

Outside Counsel Brody D. Smith, Esq., Bond 
Schoeneck & King, Syracuse stated that it is on 
a Two-Family Residence (B) zone, surrounded 
by mostly Central Business District (CBD) zoned 
properties including a structure with approxi-
mately 2,050 feet of gross building area. 

Attorney Gary Bashian appeared before the 
Board, representing property owner David Cris-
tiano, calling for a fair evaluation of the parcel, Westchester Joint Water Works 

Business and Finance Director 
David Birdsall.

continued on page 4

Harrison School District
Market Update
(Sold - May 2022)

Call/Text (914.393.9115)
Maureen Skrilow

Your Local Expert
To Learn What

Your Home is Worth!

cell: 914.393.9115
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

maureen.skrilow@raveis.com
maureenskrilow.raveis.com

78 Purchase Street
Rye, NY 10580

Information source: HGMLS.  Sales Agent was not a participant in all these transactions

Inspiring Messages Delivered at 
HHS Graduation

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

A large, friendly crowd witnessed the Friday, 
June 24th Harrison High School (HHS) Class of 
2022 Commencement Exercises, encompassing 
approximately 277 students. 

HHS Principal Kimberly Beukama wel-
comed graduating seniors, parents, grandpar-
ents, friends and siblings; then called for a Mo-
ment of Silence, recognizing the loss of Class of 
’22 member Reina Bleifuss, who passed away on 
November 25, 2021 at the age of 17.

“I ask the class of 2022, ‘What do you value,’” 
Beukama continued.  “Your high school experi-
ence has been historic and the challenges you 
have experienced have been countless, but adver-
sity does not build character, it reveals it.  What 
values have you revealed in your four years with 
us?”

Harrison Central School District Trustee 
Dennis Di Lorenzo recognized that each pupil 
“came to us as an individual with differing pas-

continued on page 7
Harrison High School graduates, left to right: Thomas Ventriglio; Sean Geraghty; Nicholas LoDolce; Anthony Vargas; Bruno 
Barbosa; Sergio Sadl; Benedetto Galluzzo; Olivia Artuso; Rocco Trianao; Nicholas Sabino; Jason Hegedus.
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Source: OKMLS, 1/1/21-12/31/21, total dollar volume of single family homes sold by agent, Harrison School District. Source: OKMLS, 1/1/22-6/23/22, total dollar volume of single family homes sold or pending.
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Manhattanville College President Announces 
Retirement

Manhattanville College’s 13th president, 
Michael E. Geisler, Ph.D., who ushered the 
school into a new era and guided it successfully 
through the pandemic, has announced that he 
will retire effective June 30.  

Louise Feroe, Ph.D., former Acting Presi-
dent and former Interim Provost, will serve as 
Interim President as the college conducts a na-
tional search for Geisler’s replacement begin-
ning this summer.  

“Dr. Geisler brought and instilled a vision 
to merge the traditional strengths of a liber-
al arts curriculum with the modern require-
ments of training a humane workforce for to-
morrow’s market,” said Michael C. Dunn, an 
alumnus and Chair-elect of the Manhattanville 
College Board of Trustees, speaking on behalf 
of the Board. “Far more than an administrator, 
Dr. Geisler immersed himself in the culture 
and mission of Manhattanville, deeply appreci-
ating our more than 175 years as an institution 
of higher education. He has been an essential 
part of Manhattanville’s history, and his con-
tributions will be felt for generations to come.” 

As a tribute to Geisler’s tenure, the Board 
of Trustees announced that it would rename 
the school’s Center for Design Thinking, one 
of Geisler’s signature accomplishments, in his 
honor. They are also granting him President 

Emeritus status at the college.  
Since his arrival in 2016, Geisler, who was 

unanimously chosen by the school’s Board of 
Trustees, has moved Manhattanville College 
toward a more modern version of a Liberal Arts 
School, blending the values and the tradition 
of a well-rounded Liberal Arts education with 
professional education and other career-ori-
ented programs. Under his leadership, the 
school established a new School of Nursing and 
Health Sciences in 2020 and created partner-
ships including one with the New York Insti-
tute of Finance in 2021, which will attract new 

Michael E. Geisler, Ph.D.

continued on page 13

Photography on View at The Harrison Public 
Library

The Harrison Pub-
lic Library presents  
"FOTOFANTASMICS," by 
Annette Wallach Cohen, 
on view July 5 to August 
4. A Meet the Artist re-
ception will be held July 
8 from 3:00 to 5:00pm It 
is the hope of the artist 
that these photographs, 
“Will connect with view-
ers and help them to see 
their own world in differ-
ent ways. Art can bring 
change.”

Annette’s extraor-
dinary early educational 
experience was at The 
High School of Music and 
Art. Her undergraduate 
work was in Art and Art 
History at The City Uni-
versity-Hunter College, 
New York. Her gradu-
ate training was at The 
College of New Rochelle 
with a M.S. in Commu-
nity School Psychology and M.A. in Therapeutic 
Art Techniques—Art Education. She completed 

her psychology studies at 
The Ackerman Institute 
for Family Therapy, and 
Columbia University. An-
nette had worked for over 
30 years as a School Psy-
chologist for the Depart-
ment of Education in the 
East Harlem Community 
in New York City, retiring 
just a few years ago to de-
vote herself full time to 
Art Photography.

Annette is a member 
of The Color Camera Club 
of Westchester and the 
Photographers of North-
ern Westchester. In addi-
tion, Annette has a special 
interest in Himalayan Art 
and she has been a docent 
at The Rubin Museum of 
Art in Chelsea since 2006.  
She has exhibited in many 
venues throughout the 
New York City and West-
chester areas. Her paint-

ings and photography have found their way into a 
number of private collections.
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President Emeritus Thomas J. Schwarz

saying that the Town’s appraisal was $600,000; 
Cristiano’s amount was $850,000.

The Board adopted a negative SEQRA reso-
lution; Village Attorney Jonathan Kraut recom-
mended continuing dialogue regarding the acqui-
sition fees. 

Finally, Trustee Lauren Leader discussed the 
impending sexual harassment lawsuit on Wednes-
day, June 8th, by the Department of Justice {DOJ}, 
alleging that the Town/Village of Harrison and its 
Fire District Two and Volunteer Fire Department 
Number 1 discriminated and retaliated against fe-
male firefighter Angela Bommarito, pressured by 
senior firefighter Henry Mohr with unwanted sexu-
al advances in 2015, stalking her and using sexually 
demeaning expletives in front of other firefighters.

Bommarito subsequently signed a resigna-
tion letter prepared by the Police Chief after he 
threatened to arrest her and report her other 
alleged relationships to Harrison’s Fire Commis-

sioners. Soon after, Bommarito attempted to 
withdraw the resignation but Harrison Fire De-
partment proceeded with her termination. 

Following Bommarito’s departure, Mohr con-
tinued to harass and stalk her. Mohr was eventu-
ally arrested and pleaded guilty to harassment in 
the second degree. A family court judge also en-
tered an order of protection against Mohr. 

Title VII authorizes the Department of Jus-
tice to commence an action in the United States 
District Court against Harrison and Harrison Fire 
Department to remedy discrimination on the ba-
sis of sex and retaliation in violation of Title VII. 
The United States’ complaint seeks declaratory 
and injunctive relief, as well as compensatory 
damages on behalf of Bommarito. 

The case is being handled by the Office’s Civil 
Rights Unit.

 Henry Mohr resigned from the Fire Depart-
ment in mid-June.

Board Discusses DOJ Lawsuit Against Town and Fire Department
continued from page 1

Lifelong Learning Will be Available at 
Broadview Senior Living

On June 8, Purchase College, SUNY, hosted 
an event to celebrate Broadview Senior Living at 
Purchase College, a new intergenerational senior 
learning community slated to open on-campus in 
Summer 2023. With 92% of residences reserved 
and construction well underway, Purchase Col-
lege and Broadview leadership, along with current 
and former local elected officials who have been 
instrumental in the project, gathered to discuss 
how this community will benefit Westchester 
County and commemorate the decades-long effort 
to transform this bold vision into a reality.

 “All around us, in Westchester County, the 
surrounding areas of New York State and New 
York City, and beyond, is an aging community of 
very active and engaged people who have zest for 
learning, living, and exploring the world around 
them, just like our students” said Purchase Col-
lege President Dr. Milagros (Milly) Peña. “Having 
the Broadview community here will be a wonder-
ful opportunity for students to meet people who 
lead vibrant lives and to share moments with 
them that will shed light and context to what stu-
dents are learning in the classroom.”

“Anyone who is successful in the professional 
world knows that the only way you can be success-
ful is to learn from those who have come before 
you,” said New York Assembly Member Amy R. 
Paulin as she discussed her decision to sponsor 
legislation that would allow for the development 
of a senior learning community on the SUNY Pur-
chase campus. “[With this project], we’re giving 
students an opportunity to learn that lesson at a 
much earlier stage in their careers, and they are 
going to be much more successful because of it.” 

“The professional capital that [Broadview 
Charter Members] are bringing to this commu-
nity is unrivaled,” said newly named Broadview 
Executive Director, Ashley Wade. “[Broadview at 
Purchase College] will function as a living, breath-
ing career development center for mentorships 
and a conduit for professional connections, and 
I am confident that the savvy, motivated, smart 
students at Purchase College are not going to take 
very long to maximize this catalyst and change the 

trajectory of their own professional careers.”
Presenters also included Purchase Senior 

Learning Community Inc. Board President and 
Chair, Elizabeth C. Robertson and Purchase Col-
lege President Emeritus Thomas J. Schwarz, 
who discussed how Broadview will help support 
scholarship funds and the hiring of new, full-time 
faculty, both of which greatly enhance Purchase’s 
ability to offer an excellent academic experience 
for their students, and thanked lawmakers for 
their ongoing support.

Broadview Senior Living is a universi-
ty-based retirement community located on the 
Purchase College, SUNY campus in Purchase.  The 
design for Broadview hinges on lifelong learning 
and intergenerational friendships, as residents 
will be able to audit courses and attend perfor-
mances, lectures, events, and more, all on the Pur-
chase College campus. Broadview will comprise 
220 living apartments and villas for seniors ages 
62 and older, as well as offer assisted living apart-
ments and memory care suites on-site. Broadview 
is currently under construction and is scheduled 
to open in Summer 2023. For more information, 
visit https://broadviewseniorliving.org/.

Centenary University Awards Degree to West 
Harrison Resident

Centenary University awarded degrees to 
465 graduates at its 147th commencement, which 
was held as three separate in-person ceremonies 
on the University’s Hackettstown campus. Two of 
the ceremonies recognized graduates who earned 
associate and undergraduate degrees, while the 
third event showcased academic accomplish-
ments of master’s and doctoral graduates.

Graduating from West Harrison was Brian 
Rapillo with a Bachelor of Arts in Communication: 
Radio/Television degree. 

Centenary University was founded in 1867 
by the Newark Conference of the United Meth-
odist Church. Centenary University’s academic 
program integrates a solid liberal arts foundation 
with a strong career orientation. This mix pro-
vides an educational experience that prepares 
students to succeed in the increasingly global 
and interdependent world. The University’s main 
campus is located in Hackettstown, N.J., with its 
equestrian facility in Washington Township. 

County Historical Society 
Celebrates Parks and 
Recreation Month

America’s First County Park System: the 
100th Anniversary of the Westchester Park Com-
mission, will be presented by the Westchester 
County Historical Society on Thursday, July 14th 
at 5:30 pm, via Zoom. WCHS Co-Director and New 
Rochelle City Historian Barbara Davis will dis-
cuss the extensive network of open space, natural 
oases, scenic roadways, and the abundant areas 
for recreation that the 1922 Westchester Park 
Commission established within its first decade. 
Beginning with the Bronx River Parkway Commis-
sion and resulting in the amassing of thousands 
of acres of property enjoyed today, the program 
is richly illustrated with images from the collec-
tions of WCHS and the County Archives collec-
tions.  A fitting way to celebrate Parks and Recre-
ation Month! To register for the virtual program: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAs-
cOqgpjMqHtO6gDe2w8updnkATEYTZRtl  or visit 
the WCHS website: https://westchesterhistory.
com, or contact Barbara Davis by email: bbdy@
westchestergov.com or phone: (914) 231-1437.

Established in 1874, the Westchester Coun-
ty Historical Society is one of the oldest historical 
societies in America and the only organization that 
collects and promotes the county-wide history of 
Westchester. The Society’s comprehensive and 
accessible collection of books, pamphlets, period-
icals, newspapers, manuscripts, maps and atlases, 
and images pertaining to the history and genealogy 
of Westchester County is housed in the state-of-the 
art temperature- and humidity-controlled environ-
ment of the Westchester County Records Center 
located at 2199 Saw Mill River Road, Elmsford. 

Playland Beach and Boardwalk 1929
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Latimer Signs Bill Mandating Warning of the 
Dangers of Weapons or Firearms

Westchester County Executive George La-
timer has signed into law legislation that would 
require the posting of notices warning of the 
dangers of weapons or firearms at the point of 
sale and at the point of the issuance of a firearm 
license.

Latimer said, “We all know that the key 
driver of gun violence in the United States is the 
wide availability of firearms. When a gun is easily 
accessible, the risk of homicide, suicide, and un-
intentional shootings rises dramatically.  We as 
a County are limited as to what we can do when 
it comes to preventing access to firearms, but as 
we banned the gun show at the County Center, 
we can take steps to strip away the glorification 
of weapons.  Similar to the Surgeon General’s 
Warning on cigarettes, this warning will remind 
people just how dangerous guns are.” 

Chairwoman Catherine Borgia said, “When 
we first began discussing this law a few years ago, 
I was stunned to learn of the sheer number of 
accidental deaths of children in homes that have 
guns. I think that just a reminder of the safety 
necessary when people choose to have guns in 
their homes is so important. When my children 
were younger and we would go to houses for play 
dates, I would always ask ‘Is there a gun in your 
house?’ And more than a few parents say, ‘Our 
kids don’t know.’ But they do know. This will be 
a valuable reminder for anyone who is a buyer of 
a weapon that safety measures are critical for the 
well-being of their own loved ones.”

This new law would require every person, 
firm or corporation located in Westchester and 
engaged in the retail business of selling weapons 
to post a notice where weapons or firearms are 
displayed or delivered to the purchaser at the 
entrance to the site and in at least one addition-
al area where sales occur conspicuously stating, 
in no smaller than 24-point type and on paper at 
least 8 and 1/2 inches by 11 inches in bold print 
the following warning:

ACCESS TO A WEAPON OR FIREARM IN 
THE HOME SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASES THE 
RISK OF SUICIDE, HOMICIDE, DEATH DURING 
DOMESTIC DISPUTES AND UNINTENTIONAL 
DEATHS TO CHILDREN, HOUSEHOLD MEM-
BERS AND OTHERS. IF YOU OR A LOVED ONE 
IS EXPERIENCING DISTRESS AND/OR DEPRES-

SION, CALL THE CRISIS PREVENTION AND 
RESPONSE TEAM AT (914) 925-5959 or THE NA-
TIONAL SUICIDE HOTLINE AT 988.

Upon the issuance of a license, the Coun-
ty Clerk would also be required to provide the 
licensee a written copy of the notice indicating 
the warning risks of the presence of a weapon or 
firearm in the home. This legislation passed the 
Westchester County Board of Legislatures unan-
imously. 

Chair of the Board’s Health Committee, and 
one of the legislation’s chief sponsors, Legislator 
Jewel Williams Johnson said, “We continue to be 
tragically reminded, day after day in this coun-
try, of the often fatal consequences that occur 
when guns are at hand. This is especially true 
for someone suffering from mental illness or de-
pression. Horrific incidents like the unthinkable 
mass murder of children in Uvalde make head-
lines, but so many gun deaths don’t -- in suicides 
or domestic disputes or accidents that decimate 
families. Warning labels won’t end criminal gun 
violence, but hopefully will help buyers to be 
mindful of the dangers of bringing a gun home 
and be even more carefully about where and 
how they store them. If something as simple as 
a warning sign can prevent one suicide, one do-
mestic violence death, one accidental shooting, it 
is well worth it.”

Chair of the Board’s Public Safety Commit-
tee Legislator Terry Clements said, “The goal 
of this law is to help people make informed de-
cisions, understand how serious owning a gun 
is, and think about the potential repercussions 
of that -- not just for the owner but for people 
around them, especially children, who may have 
access to an improperly stored gun and acciden-
tally discharge it.”

New York Chapter of Moms Demand Action 
Volunteer Barry Graubart said, “In Westchester 
County, gun safety is a top priority, and that in-
cludes ensuring that county residents under-
stand the risks that firearms bring with them in 
the home. Potential gun owners deserve to know 
what it means to have guns in their homes, and 
this ordinance is a major step toward creating 
that awareness. We are glad to see County Exec-
utive Latimer sign this important common-sense 
measure into effect.”

 Clayton Bass, Valedictorian at Dartmouth College
On June 12, Dartmouth 

College in Hanover, New 
Hampshire, recognized 20 
undergraduate members 
of the Class of 2022 during 
commencement, who have 
earned top academic honors 
in their class.

Each of the 13 valedic-
torians earned a cumula-
tive 4.0 grade point average 
across their Dartmouth ca-
reers including Clayton Bass 
of Harrison. 

A committee represent-
ing the dean of the Faculty of Arts & Sciences and 
the dean of the College selected Barales-Lopez 
to deliver the valedictory address to the Class of 
2022. NFL Quarterback Russell Wilson gave the 
Commencement address.

“These outstanding student-scholars ex-
emplify the depth and scope of the liberal arts,” 
says Elizabeth Smith, dean of the Faculty of Arts 
& Sciences. “On behalf of the faculty, I congratu-
late them on all that they have achieved at Dart-
mouth and wish them the best in all their future 
pursuits.”

As a Mathematical Data Science major, Phi 
Beta Kappa, Clayton Bass, Valedictorian, says 
his primary academic interest is in predictive 
games—applying machine learning to finance, 
sports, and business decision-making. He also is 
passionate about how data science can help in-
form medical decisions.

As a James O. Freedman Presidential Schol-
ar with Assistant Professor of Computer Science 
Soroush Vosoughi, he developed machine-learn-
ing models to predict NFL games. He was an early 
inductee into Phi Beta Kappa and received 10 cita-
tions for outstanding performance in his course-
work.

Among his Dartmouth activities, he was 
fundraising project leader for The Dartmouth stu-
dent newspaper’s business development staff, for 
which he won a business development award. He 
was also treasurer for the Dartmouth Mathemat-
ical Society, a member of the club squash team 
and Beta Alpha Omega fraternity, and a business 
development member of the Aegis yearbook staff.

 Bass interned at the hedge funds World-
Quant and Point72. After graduation, Bass will 
return to Point72 in New York City as a data scien-
tist/quantitative analyst.

Clayton Bass Valedictorian pic {Clayton is front row left} photo by: Eli Burakian
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Exciting Programs at The Harrison Public Library
The Harrison Public Library has exciting pro-

grams and activities for all ages at both the Halperin 
Building and West Harrison Branch in July.

Nikki Erlick is a writer and editor whose work 
has appeared online with New York Magazine, Harp-
er's Bazaar, Newsweek, Cosmopolitan, Indagare Trav-
el, The Huffington Post, and Vox. She has a bachelor’s 
degree from Harvard in Comparative Literature and 
a master’s degree from Columbia University in Global 
Thought. The Measure is her debut novel.

The Library will  host a book launch for The 
Measure with Nikki Erlick. Join at Purdy on Curry 
(7 Purdy St)  on Wednesday, 7/13 from 7 - 8:30 PM to 
celebrate the novel and hear the author discuss the 
inspiration for the book and her writing process.

The Library  will also host a Book Trivia Night 
with Nikki Erlick on Wednesday, 8/17 from 7 - 8:30 
PM. Wrap up Summer Reading with an evening of 
trivia questions celebrating the theme, "Oceans of 
Possibilities."  

Author Diana Abu-Jaber will be discussing her 
latest novel, Fencing with the King on July 6 at 7pm, 
online. Copies of the book are available in print, eB-
ook and eAudiobook through the library. Borrow an 
eCopy on Libby with your WLS library card.  All book 
club members are welcome to join and to ask Diana 
Abu-Jaber about the inspiration for her novel. Teens 
are welcome to join!

Instructor Ellen Brown will be showing how to 
make hand sewn dolls by using a Yeti pattern inspired 
by a digital pattern she purchased from a Ukrainian 
Maker. Watch the On-Demand Video in the library 
and using prepared sewing kits to create the dolls. 
Teens are welcome to join this DIY Craft: Ukrainian 
Yeti Dolls in Support of the Ukraine on Friday, July 15, 
3:30 - 5 PM, Halperin Building.

Alexander Humboldt Lecture with Toni McK-
een will be held on Monday, July 25, 7 - 8:30 PM On-
line. Hear about Alexander von Humboldt and how 
he changed the world. Humboldt spent five years 
traveling across South America, Mexico, and Cuba 
between 1799 and 1804. Along the way Humboldt did 
more than gather plant specimens and artifacts. He 
witnessed the Transit of Mercury and discovered the 
location of the magnetic equator. Teens are welcome 
to join!

There will be a special evening with psychic, 
Francine Tesler on August 1 at 7pm in the Halpern 
Building as a Psychic Medium Medical Intuitive 
Guide, Francine may tune into you and those around 
you to provide clarity, insight & direction.

At the Halperin Building, Kids 0-5 can pick up 
a sticker sheet and earn a sticker for every book they 
read!

Kids 6-12 will receive a reading log and bracelet. 
For every 5 books in their reading log, they'll receive 1 
brag tag for their bracelet. Earn 5 brag tags to receive 
a special prize!

Every Tuesday and Thursday from July 12 to 
August 18, Stephen Soltish from Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Westchester will lead 4H science pro-
grams for kids ages 6-11. Each date will feature a dif-
ferent topic, so register for each session separately.

Lastly, the Library wishes the Battle of the Books 
teams, the Harrison Nerds and Harrison Smarties, 
good luck on their competitions in July and August! 
Battle of the Books, or BOB, is a county-wide compe-
tition where each team battles other libraries virtu-
ally over the summer in their knowledge of the same 
five books. The Harrison Library has two teams, kids 
(entering grades 4-7) and teens (entering grades 6-12). 

Kids 0-5 can get a sticker sheet and 6-12 can get 
a reading log, just as they can at the Halperin Build-
ing. At the West Harrison Branch, they can also look 
forward to theme weeks and Guessing Jar Contests 
all throughout July. 

July Calendar of Events
The Mamaroneck Public Library, 136 Pros-

pect Avenue, will feature the following programs. 
Register for all events at mamaronecklibrary.
org: On  July 11, Celebrate Sea Life, a 3D Printer 
Program for grades 3-5 will be held in the Tech 
Room; On July 12, a Seaweed Scavenger Hunt for 
grades 1-4 at 4pm at The Marine Education Cen-
ter; On July 13,  at 4pm, Ocean Terrariums for 
Teens grades 6-12 at 4pm; July 15, 22, 29 at 11am, 
Sing, Dance and have Fun with Dawny Dew,  for 
young children at Harbor Park; On July 18, Virtu-
al Reality Ocean Scuba Tour for grades 1-5 starts 
at 4pm in the Community Room. Call 698-1069 to 
make appointment for this class; On July 14, The 
Golden Age of Hollywood with Brian Rose will be-
gin at 7pm; On July 16, Manana Dejo deFumare, a 
Hispanic writer and Poet will present her poetry 
at 3pm. For details call 914-698-1250.

Harrison Recreation hosts the 2022 Sum-
mer Concert Series on the West Harrison Village 
Green at 7pm: July 7, Sue and the Fun Ghouls; July 
14, Alex Nikki and Jokerz Wild; July 21, Twin Gold 
and Gene DiNapoli; July 28, Rattlin'; August 3, 
Camp Show. In Ma Riis Park at 7pm: July 6, Book-
ends; July 16 at 6pm, Dennis Nardone  Birthday 
Bash; July 20, Mid Life Crisis; July 30 at 5pm, Tra-
cy Delucia and Flashback; August 2, Camp Show.

On July 15 at 6pm, Family fun awaits at the 
Tiki Invasion at Harbor Island Park, Mamaroneck, 
with food trucks, fire dancers and music spon-
sored by LMC Media and the Village of Mama-
roneck Parks and Recreation Department.

Mamaroneck will host Sidewalk Sales July 
14-16 and August 11-13.

The Mamaroneck Chamber of Commerce 
Annual BBQ will be held July 14 at 6pm at Hamp-
shire Country Club, 1025 Cove Road, Mamaroneck. 
RSVP by July 12. For questions write info@mama-
roneckchamberofcommerce.org

The Village of Mamaroneck Parks and Recre-
ation Department will host Outdoor Movie Nights 
July 15, {Lilo and Stitch}, August 6, {Encanto} and 
September 10 at Harbor Island Park at dusk. Free 
Admission. Call 914-777-7784 for details.

Westchester County presents 2022 Cultural 
Heritage Festivals all at noon in Kensico Dam Pla-
za: On July 10, Hispanic Festival; July 24, Italian 
Festival; August 7, India Festival. Visit westches-
tergov.com to learn more. 

The Mamaroneck Artists Guild, 1987 Palmer 
Avenue, Larchmont, has announced a new exhib-
it called Summer Days, on view until July 30. An 
artist reception will be held on July 9 from 3-5pm. 
Call 914-834-1117 for details.

Milton Avery: Watercolors at The Neuberger Museum of Art
The Neuberger Museum of Art at Purchase Col-

lege has announced that the Milton Avery exhibit, 
Watercolors, will be on view until September 11.

Milton Avery, well known for his influence on a 
wide variety of artists working in the United States, fo-
cused much of his work on color relationships. While 
his works were recognizable in subject matter, he was 
praised for expressing form through colors that had 
emotional value, rather than directly copying reality.

Following the death of his brother-in-law in 1915, 
Avery worked various jobs to support his extended 
family as the sole male head of household. With his 
growing interest in art, he attended a few traditional 
art classes at the Connecticut League of Art Students 
in Hartford. While still having familial responsibil-
ities, Avery searched for night jobs, so that he could 
utilize natural daytime lighting to draw. In 1924, Avery 
married Sally Michel. It was with her income as an il-
lustrator that he was able to quit his job and paint full-
time. After moving to New York, he attended the Art 
Students League of New York in the 1930s. It was in 

New York that Roy R. Neuberger was first introduced 
to, and began purchasing, his work.

Avery spent many of his summers in New 
Hampshire and Vermont, returning to New York for 
the winters. During summers, Avery sketched land-
scape scenes en plein air, or out of doors, during his 
strolls along both the coastline and mainland. These 

sketches became the basis for many of his watercolor 
works. He also produced many still lifes and portraits 
in watercolor – from small scenes within his country 
studio, to seated portraits of his family. Many of his 
watercolors served as references for his larger oil 
paintings. Often, many years would stand between 
an original watercolor and the finished oil painting 
based on it.

Avery’s use of gouache and watercolor heavily 
influenced his oil paintings. The quick brushwork, 
fluidity, and luminosity of watercolor allowed for 
more experimentation, and he carried this into his 
oil paintings by thinning the pigments. As Avery’s 
work progressed into the 1930s, the artist’s use of 
large areas of isolated, uniform washes of color made 
more representational subjects into semi-abstracted 
forms. For the artist, figures and objects functioned 
best when they could blend into the overall design of 
the work and create dynamism between subjects and 
their background. Form and color were primary; sub-
ject matter was secondary. As Avery’s technique ma-

tured further, these large areas of experimental color 
became denser and more delineated, while keeping a 
recognizable subject matter.

Ten of these watercolors on paper highlight a 
small selection of Avery’s watercolor portfolio, rang-
ing from the late 1930s to the mid-1950s. These works 
from the Neuberger’s collection illustrate the artist’s 
vibrant, emotive color palettes, and experimental bal-
ance between realism and abstraction.

Generous support for Milton Avery: Watercol-
ors is provided by the Roy R. Neuberger Legacy Pro-
gram Endowment.

Milton Avery, Sea, Spray, and Rocks, 1945, Wa-
tercolor on paper, 22 x 30 inches (sight), 29 5/8 x 37 5/8 
x 1 1/2 inches ( framed), Collection Friends of the Neu-
berger Museum of Art, Purchase College, SUNY, Gift 
from the estate of Roy R. Neuberger. EL 02.2011.09. Art:  
© 2022 The Milton Avery Trust / Artists Rights Society 
(ARS), New York. Photo: © 2019 Jim Frank. For more in-
formation, visit Neuberger.org

Nikki Erlick
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Purchase Student Puts Preschoolers in the Driver’s Seat
On Monday, June 6, 2022, Cerebral Pal-

sy of Westchester’s (CPW) United Preschool 
Center (UPC) welcomed High School Senior 
Leo Rosen, a resident of Purchase, to campus 
to present an F-150 retrofitted tiny truck to a 
student with special needs, his third such do-
nation. Rosen handed over the keys to a five-
year-old student recipient who has a disabil-
ity that affects his mobility. Joined by family, 
CPW and UPC Staff, the boy had the chance to 
test drive his truck for the first time, which 
was built to satisfy his spe-cific OT/PT needs, 
allowing him to move around easily by way of 
this battery-boosted ride.

The event was the culmination of a proj-
ect that began in 2020, when high-schooler 
Leo Rosen reached out to Cerebral Palsy of 
Westchester, looking for children who could 
benefit from such a car or truck. Three stu-
dents from UPC, two boys and a girl, have now 
received trucks custom fitted by Rosen.

Rosen had requested and received a do-
nation of several trucks from the Connecti-
cut GoBabyGo! Col-laborative (Hamden, CT), 
which takes donated Fisher Price ride-on toy 
vehicles and outfits them for young children 
with disabilities, providing them the oppor-
tunity to move around independently. With 
oversight via Zoom from an engineer who has 
experience with GoBabyGo! modifications, 
as well as insight from the United Preschool’s 
occupational therapist Rosemary Kuttiyara, 

Front row, L-R: Rosemary Kuttiyara, UPC Occupational Therapist, Dante Limoli, 
Christina Limoli, Dante’s mother. Back row, L-R: Ana Martinez, UPC; Leo 
Rosen, Marcy Weintraub, UPC Director. Photo by Stephanie Russo

Rosen was able to modify trucks 
in his family’s garage, adapting the 
vehicles to fit the specific needs of 
each child. 

Among other adaptions, the 
car’s steering wheel was modified 
with handles made of PVC pipe. 
Rosen commented, “there was a 
lot of trial and error involved in 
getting the custom elements [like 
the chair and seatbelts] integrat-
ed for each truck. I had never 
seen “goal post steering” before 
working on the second and third 
truck.” Additionally, Kuttiyara 
helped Rosen put together proper 
operational instruc-tions for the 
child’s parents.

“I love to build, and I want to 
do whatever I can to help others,” 
Rosen explained to United Pre-
school Director Marcy Weintraub. 
A graduating high school student 
at Rye Country Day School, Rosen 
initially came up with this project 
as a way to keep himself engaged 
during quarantine, while studying 
remotely from home. Leo is happy 
to have been able to outfit so many 
cars for CPW’s UPC students, and 
is work-ing with students in Ma-
maroneck to hopefully continue 

the project as he enters Cornell University in 
the fall. 

“I love making kids happy,” Leo stated 
as he watched the child successfully drive 
around on his new power wheels.

The GoBabyGo! program began in 2012 
with founder Cole Galloway, the University of 
Delaware. Inte-grating assistive technology, 
families, clinicians and industry partners, the 
program provides children with disabilities 
the opportunity for movement, mobility, and 
socialization. The network of engaged partici-
pants and leaders has expanded nationwide as 
individuals and organizations independently 
spearhead their own programs to build ride-
on cars for children in their communities. 
For more infor-mation, visit www.udel.edu/
gobabygo.

 Now in its 73rd year, Cerebral Palsy of 
Westchester’s mission is to advance the inde-
pendence, produc-tivity, and full citizenship 
of people with all developmental disabilities 
including autism, neurological impairments, 
intellectual disabilities, epilepsy, and cerebral 
palsy. Through a comprehensive network of 
educational programs, therapeutic services, 
employment training, recreations, advocacy 
and resi-dential sites, the agency helps thou-
sands of children and adults in Westchester 
and Fairfield Counties live more productive 
and satisfying lives. The organization’s motto 
is: Realizing Tomorrow’s Potential . . . Today!

sions, abilities, cultural backgrounds, intellectu-
al motivations, differing perspectives and world 
views, needs, strengths, goals, differing defini-
tions of success.  It is the combination of these 
characteristics in us that make us all unique.

“We want you to shoot for the moon.  I want 
you to soar, but most importantly, we want you to 
carry into the world the value of acknowledging 
difference, letting it challenge and change you…”

Class President Danny Eljamal talked about 
the “true value of time.” “One of my favorite quotes 
comes from Michael Altshuler: ‘The bad news is 
that time flies, but the good news is that you are 
the pilot.’ Don’t expect everyone to understand 
your journey, especially if they never walked your 
path.”

“Right now, let us use this day to look for-
ward,” Faculty Selected Speaker Juan Gomez be-
gan.

“It is the collective experience that make up 
the value of our class…We understand the power 
that our generation has to induce change.  Living 
all the time in the melting pot of identity, it obli-
gates us as a student body to pursue inclusion and 
equality for those around us.”

Student Selected Speaker Remy Rabin de-
lineated the meaning of being a Harrison Husky, 
saying that it is a resilient breed, bred to pull sleds 
by the Chukchi people.  She compared the dog’s 
durability to her fellow students, who grappled 
with Covid 19, rise of racial injustice and religious 
hate crimes.

Inspiring Messages Delivered at HHS Graduation
continued from page 1

Senior Class President Danny Eljamal Faculty Selected Speaker Juan Gomez

Student Selected Speaker Remy Rabin
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We're Hiring!
Advertising Sales 
Executives

• Goal oriented
• Organized and Efficient
• Able to Prospect New Business
• Adaptable and Quick Study
• Great Customer Service Skills

BENEFITS
• Excellent work environment
• Liberal commission and 

incentives

SEND RESUME TO
es@shorelinepub.com

Harrison High School Scientists Win 
Scholarship Funds at Regeneron International 
Science and Engineering Fair

Westchester County Executive George La-
timer is applauding local high school scientists 
for their pioneering ideas at the 2022 Regeneron 
International Science and Engineering Fair. In 
total Westchester students received more than 
$25,000 in scholarship money for their innova-
tive projects.

Latimer said, “We are confident these stu-
dents will make waves in the science world and 
remain on the cutting edge of their chosen fields. 
These projects are a testament of how engaged 
our educators are with our students. We are 
looking forward to seeing what they accomplish 
in the future as leaders and as role models.”

Co-founder, President and Chief Scientif-
ic Officer of Regeneron George D. Yancopoulos, 
M.D., Ph.D., said, “As someone who got his start 
by doing a high school science project, I fully 
appreciate the critical importance of our sup-
porting the next generation of young scientists, 
via programs like the Regeneron Science Talent 
Search and the Regeneron International Science 
and Engineering Fair, or ISEF.  This year’s ISEF 
finalists are some of the brightest young minds 
from around the world and provide hope for 
addressing global existential challenges from 
future pandemics to climate change. I am con-
tinually impressed by and proud of the strong 
showing from our Westchester community, with 
25 students earning a spot at this year’s ISEF. I 
congratulate them for their hard work and am 
eager to see what they achieve in their scientific 
journeys.” 

The Regeneron International Science and 
Engineering Fair (Regeneron ISEF), a program 
of Society for Science for over 70 years, is the 
world's largest global science competition for 
high school. Through a global network of local, 
regional and national science fairs, millions of 

students are encouraged to explore their pas-
sion for science. Each spring, a group of these 
students are selected as finalists and offered the 
opportunity to compete for approximately $8 
million in awards and scholarships. ISEF alum-
ni have gone on to have world-changing careers 
in science and engineering and earn some of the 
most esteemed honors, including National Med-
al of Science recipients, MacArthur Foundation 
Fellows, National Academy of Sciences Members 
and National Academy of Engineering Inductees.

Below are award winners from Harrison 
High School:
 • Ariella Maia Blackman, Harrison High School, 

Harrison
 Award: First Award of $750 from Air Force 

Research Laboratory on behalf of the United 
States Air Force; Second Award of $2,000 in 
Plant Sciences

 Project Title: Developing a Model in situ Re-
source Utilization System for Oxygen Sustain-
ing Life Support and Launch Cost Reduction 
for Mars

• Mai Blaustein, Harrison High School, Harri-
son

 Award: Diploma of Recognition and $100 gift 
card from the American Chemical Society

 Project Title: Identification of Chemical Con-
taminants in Spiked Beverages With the Use 
of Infrared Spectroscopy Through Develop-
ment of Inexpensive and Inconspicuous De-
vice To Identify Date-Rape Drugs

 • Jack Kelly, Harrison High School, Harrison
 Award: Fourth Award of $500 in Behavioral 

and Social Sciences
 Project Title: Quantifying Linguistic Polariza-

tion for Congressional Representatives Fac-
ing Primary Challengers: A Random Effects 
Logit Regression Approach

Harrison High School students, Mai Blaustein, Ariella Blackman, and Jack Kelly competed at the Regeneron International 
Science and Engineering Fair

• Skin cancer prevention  
& treatments

• Cosmetic dermatology
• Pediatric & adult dermatology
• Major insurances accepted

Weekend Hours Available
3010 Westchester Avenue, Purchase

(914) 221-6440 • schweigerderm.com

Top Dermatology Care in Westchester

Book Appointment Today
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Victoria Strati Debra Strati-Padawer Luke Padawer

REALTY-DUO DEBBIE AND HER SON LUKE FOCUS ON SERVING THE 

REAL ESTATE NEEDS OF THEIR CLIENTS IN THE SOUND SHORE AREA AND BEYOND

DEBRA STRATI-PADAWER
Associate Real Estate Broker
M  914.419.0101
dpadawer@houlihanlawrence.com

MATTHEW JAY LUCAS PADAWER
Real Estate Salesperson
M  914.262.7979
mpadawer@houlihanlawrence.com

The Apple Doesn’t Fall Far From The Tree
T H R E E  G E N E R AT I O N S  O F  H A R R I S O N  R E A LTO R S
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LMK Students Receive Medals at New York 
State Science Olympiad

Fourteen 6th, 7th and 8th grade students 
from LMK Middle School qualified at the Lower 
Hudson Valley Science Olympiad and earned an 
invitation to compete at the New York State Sci-
ence Olympiad. Four students received medals at 
the state competition: Atharv Gandhi and Mizuki 
Shimatani, Event: Crave the Wave; Isani Mitra and 
Ron Blaustein, Event: Road Scholars.

Science Olympiad at LMK is a club where stu-
dents prepare for competitions against other mid-
dle schools regionally and across the state. This is 
the first year LMK students advanced to the state 
competition where student teams compete in 
five categories: Life, Personal, and Social Science; 
Earth and Space Science; Physical Science and 

Chemistry; Technology & Engineering; Inquiry 
and Nature of Science. The goal of the New York 
State Science Olympiad is to engage and challenge 
students in Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics through team-based, competitive 
tournaments throughout New York State.

In addition, six LMK students participated 
in the Tri-County Science and Technology Fair, 
where 59 students from Westchester, Rockland & 
Putnam County competed. Sixth grade student, 
Eric Myung, placed 1st in the Health and Medi-
cine category for his research titled "To Mask or 
Not to Mask". Eric earned the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the Broadcom Masters Science Fair in 
September

LMK Principal Mr. Scott Fried with Eric Myong, who placed first in the Tri-County Science Fair (left) and LMK students 
competed in the NYS Science Olympiad (right).

Harrison High School Playhouse Presented 
Out of the Gutter

On June 3rd and 4th members of the Harri-
son High School Playhouse performed an original 
play written and directed by Senior Angel Aguilar 
and Junior Jack Eiff. Out of the Gutter, is a come-
dy that centers around Ted Park, an HR specialist, 
who decides to leave the life he knows to pursue 
a professional bowling career. Ted is joined by his 
teenage daughter, Stephanie, who wants to escape 
her overbearing mother and the pressures of high 
school. Along the way, Ted and Stephanie encoun-
ter a host of comic characters, like Ron Jupiter, 
an eccentric bowling coach, Ron’s arch-nemesis, 
Kira Maple, a ninja-like Canadian bowling prodi-
gy and a team of professional bowlers that include 
a woman who is terrified of bowling pins. Stu-
dents comprised the entire cast, production team 
and crew, with the guidance of advisor Ms. Nina 

Haberli. 
The Cast: Angel Aguilar, Galle Blaustein, Ty-

ler Bocek, Barbra Borrell, Ulysses Bravo, Emily 
Caragliano, Dean Corvino, Jack Eiff, Aidan Flores, 
Hikari Fujino, Aaralyn Gravagna, Lexi Gulla, Jo-
anna Howson, Sam King, Sasha Konigsberg, Joey 
Lipple-Smetana, Katherine Pflieger, Nolan Re-
gan, Zoya Shariff, Angelina Siconolfi, and Lana 
Waights.

The Crew and Production Team: Jonathan 
Choi, David Drapeau, D’Angelo Gordon, Hailey 
Helmer, Shannon Kenny, Elias MacMillan, Dan 
Maron, Eleanor Millard, Alondra Nolasco Rojas, 
Stella O’Connell, Siobhan Rice, Georgia Robb, El-
ita Robertson, Alonso Ruedo Lobato, Sebastian 
Rueda Lobato, and Nicole Salazar, Ariana San-
chez, Abi Spataro, and Caroline Tanico.

SWING BY THE GOLF SHOP 
TO MEET THE STAFF AND 

TOUR THE CLUBHOUSE
info@harrisonmeadowscc.com

harrisonmeadowscc.com • 914.925.7001

OPEN FOR PLAY
We are

AATT   TT HH EE   all-new
HH AA RR RR II SS OO NN   MM EEAA DD OOWW SS !!

We have daily fees and passes 
exclusively available to Harrison, 

Purchase and West Harrison golfers.
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Swim Across America Long Island Sound 
Makes More Than Waves to Fight Cancer

For 30 years, Swim Across America’s Long 
Island Sound Chapter (SAA-LIS) has been mak-
ing waves to fight cancer through its Westches-
ter swimming events. After three decades and 
hundreds of swims involving thousands of par-
ticipants, the organization is looking to create a 
veritable fundraising tsunami to support local 
cutting-edge cancer research, prevention and 
treatment. 

This summer, participants will have eight 
opportunities to swim and volunteer in SAA-LIS 
events in Westchester. The open-water signature 
swim, which hosts swimmers from throughout 
Westchester County, the Hudson Valley and be-
yond, will take place on July 30 in Larchmont’s 
Long Island Sound, with pool swims scheduled 
between July 9 and August 6.

 “Thirty years ago, 17 swimmers at the Larch-
mont Yacht Club completed a four-mile swim, 
raising $15K for cancer research, and the Swim 
Across America-Long Island Chapter was born,” 
says SAA-LIS Executive Director Tony Sibio. 
“Since that time, our family of swimmers, volun-
teers and donors has grown exponentially, and we 
have made incredible inroads in our fight to beat 
cancer. Yet, we still have a way to go, and we won’t 
stop until cancer is eradicated forever.”

Proceeds from the swims will support the 
Swim Across America research lab, Dr. Luis Diaz 
and the MSK Kids Department of Pediatrics at Me-
morial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center; pediatric 
oncology research at  Morgan Stanley Columbia 
University Medical Center; and patient services 
with Cancer Support Team.

The summer program will encompass seven 
pool swims (with the option of half-mile and one-
mile efforts) plus an open-water swim course on 
Long Island Sound that will offer participants the 
option of swimming 2K, 5K or 10K.  The open-water 
swim, which starts at Larchmont Yacht Club and 
ends at Larchmont Shore Club, has been recognized 
by the World Open Water Swimming Association as 
one of America’s Top 100 Open Water Swims.

The full roster of participating locations, 
dates and times is as follows:
• Westchester Country Club
 July 9 – 6:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
• NYAC Travers Island, Pelham
 July 14 -- 6:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
• Chappaqua Swim & Tennis Club, Chappaqua
 July 17 – 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

• Coveleigh Club, Rye
 July 20 -- 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (members only)
• Orienta Beach Club, Mamaroneck
 July 23 -- 6:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.  
• Scarsdale Golf Club, Scarsdale
 July 26 – 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
• Long Island Sound Open Water, Larchmont 
 July 30 -- 6 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
• Lake Isle Country Club, Eastchester
 August 6 – 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

Those interested in participating in 2022 
Swim Across America-LIS events can register to 
swim, kayak, sponsor a swimmer or volunteer to 
help at www.swimacrossamerica.com/Long_Is-
land. Donations can be sent to SAA-Long Island 
Sound, P.O. Box 217, Larchmont, NY 10538.

Those who prefer not to swim also have an 
opportunity to contribute to the chapter’s fund-
raiser. SAA My Way is a virtual offering where par-
ticipants decide their activity and timeline. It can 
be anything from jogging to golfing, playing tennis 
to basketball. All SAA My Way participants are 
encouraged to set a minimum fundraising goal of 
$250. All donations raised for My Way will support 
the SAA-LIS event. 

“The first year of our swim we never imag-
ined that we would become the largest Swim 
Across America chapter or that we would be able 
to accomplish so much as a result of the commit-
ment and generosity of everyone involved in the 
SAA community,” says Mr. Sibio. “Of course, we 
long for the day when our fundraising swims are 
no longer necessary. Until that time, we will con-
tinue to make waves – maybe even a tsunami – in 
our fight against cancer.”

Swim Across America, Inc. was founded in 
1987 and has raised over $100 million for cancer 
research and prevention programs at the coun-
try’s finest hospitals and managed-care facilities. 
Since Swim Across America’s inception, it has 
grown from having a single event in Nantucket, 
MA, to 22 open water benefit swims across the 
country.

The Long Island Sound chapter was started 
in 1992 and has grown to be the largest in the or-
ganization, having raised over $21 million since its 
inception.

For more information about Swim Across 
America Long Island Chapter, call 914-769-8411 or 
visit www.swimacrossamerica.org/long_island.

July Begins the Summer Reading Program at the Purchase Free Library
The Purchase Free Library, 3093 Purchase 

Street, has announced the start of the Summer 
Reading Program, July 1 to August 27.  Register for 
the 2022 Oceans of Possibilities Summer Reading 
Program on the library’s website.  Children, teens, 
adults, read during the summer and earn marvel-
ous prizes at the end of August!  

Children’s Chess Club. An experienced chess 
instructor will visit the library twice monthly to 
teach the basics of this exciting game to children.  
Lessons are free.  Once an official group has reg-
istered, the library will reach out with further 

details.  The program will start in September or 
October for Grades 4 to 6.  

Digital World!  Did you know that you can 
do all of the following with your library card?:  
download a movie or TV show, read an eBook or 
listen to an eAudiobook, watch a documentary, 
listen to music, enjoy comics and graphic novels, 
flip through the pages of a magazine.  In addi-
tion to your library card, all you need is a smart-
phone, laptop, tablet, or desktop computer.  Call 
the library to find out how to use these terrific 
resources.

Teen Movie Night will be held July 29, 6:00 
pm.  Movies and popcorn for Teens 13 to 18.

Museum Passes.  The library has free muse-
um passes that adults and families can check out 
on their library cards!  Check out a pass and take 
a visit to the Intrepid, the Westchester Children’s 
Museum, the Children’s Museum of Manhattan, 
the Guggenheim, the American Museum of Natu-
ral history, the Museum of the City of New York, or 
the Stamford Museum & Nature Center.

Painting Under the Stars is coming in Sep-
tember. Outdoor painting class for beginners.  No 
artistic background necessary.  No supplies need-
ed.  Call and reserve your spot before the summer 
rumpus begins!  Friday, September 16, 6:00 pm. 
This is an in-person event for Adults.

Register for these events at www.purchase-
freelibrary.org or call (914) 948-0550.

All library programs are free.

Collaborative Community-Based Program 
Will Foster Awareness of Natural Resource 
Preservation

County Executive George Latimer an-
nounced the launch of Planting Westchester. 
This collaborative, community-based initiative 
encourages and empowers Westchester resi-
dents, municipalities, schools, businesses and 
local organizations to promote climate solutions, 
restoration of natural systems and food security.

Westchester County Executive George La-
timer said, “It’s no secret that we need to embrace 
sustainable practices to ensure a healthy future 
for Westchester County and its residents. We’ve 
assembled a task force of volunteer specialists 
from across the County to help launch Planting 
Westchester to establish a unique collaboration 
between residents, local municipalities, busi-
nesses, not-for-profits, houses of worship and 
schools which addresses food insecurity, climate 
change, heat islands, flooding and the health and 
well-being of our most vulnerable populations.”

Planting Westchester encourages the plant-
ing and proper management of plants and trees 
located on public and private land in our urban 
and suburban communities and will include ev-
erything from forestland to street trees to com-
munity gardens to container gardens.  Addition-
ally, via the Planting Westchester website, the 

County has developed and provided educational 
resources on the benefits and methods of plant-
ing trees and gardens for all residents.

Westchester County Director of Energy Con-
servation and Sustainability Peter McCartt said, 
“Planting Westchester applies science-based, 
socially equitable decision making to protect, 
maintain, and restore the natural resources, food 
systems, and climate resilience of Westchester 
County. Data collected will be incorporated into 
the Office of Energy Conservation and Sustain-
ability update to the County Climate Action Plan.”

The project focuses on the co-benefits of na-
tive plants and trees, pollinator pathways, healthy 
yards and biodiverse habitats.  Experts from 
across the county have curated the best relevant 
resources on best practices to plant, maintain 
and manage:

•         Backyard Fruit Trees
•         Backyard vegetables
•         Community gardens
•         Container gardens
•         Invasive Species
•         Native Plants
•         Planting by Water

continued on page 13
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Comprehensive Ten-Bill Package Closes Critical Gun Law Loopholes
On June 13, Governor Kathy Hochul signed a land-

mark legislative package to immediately strengthen 
the state’s gun laws, close critical loopholes exposed by 
shooters in Buffalo and Uvalde and protect New Yorkers 
from the scourge of gun violence that continues to infect 
our nation and endanger our communities. Governor 
Hochul signed the bills at the Northeast Bronx YMCA 
flanked by Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, 
Speaker Carl Heastie, partners in the legislature, Attor-
ney General Letitia James and victims and survivors of 
gun violence.  

“Gun violence is an epidemic that is tearing our 
country apart. Thoughts and prayers won’t fix this, but 
taking strong action will,” Governor Hochul said. “In 
New York, we’re taking bold steps to protect the people 
of our state. I am proud to sign a comprehensive bill 
package that prohibits the sale of semiautomatic weap-
ons to people under 21, bans body armor sales outside 
of people in select professions, closes critical gun law 
loopholes and strengthens our Red Flag Law to keep 
guns away from dangerous people—new measures that 
I believe will save lives. I am thankful to Majority Leader 
Stewart-Cousins, Speaker Heastie, and all our legislative 
partners for acting with the urgency and thoughtfulness 
that this issue demands. While we are taking expedient 
action to enhance New York State’s nation-leading gun 
laws, we recognize that gun violence is a nationwide 
problem. I once again urge Congress to follow our lead 
and take immediate action to pass meaningful gun vio-
lence prevention measures. Lives depend on it.”  

Signed into law less than one month after the tragic 
white supremacist act of terror at a Buffalo supermarket, 
this comprehensive ten-bill package will: ban the sale of 
semiautomatic rifles to anyone under 21 by requiring a 
license; prohibit the purchase of body armor by anyone 
not engaged in an eligible profession; strengthen the 
Red Flag Law by expanding the list of people who can file 
for Extreme Risk Protection Orders (ERPOs) and requir-
ing law enforcement to file ERPOs under a very specified 
set of circumstances; make threatening mass harm a 
crime; require microstamping for new semiautomatic 
handguns; enhance information sharing between state, 
local and federal agencies when guns are used in crimes 
and strengthen requirements for gun dealers related to 
record-keeping and safeguarding their inventory; close 
the “other gun” loophole by revising and widening the 
definition of a firearm; eliminate the grandfathering of 
large capacity feeding devices; and require social media 
platforms to provide a mechanism for users to report 
hateful conduct.

 
Raising the Age to Purchase Semiautomatic Rifles  

Legislation S.9458/A.10503 requires individuals 
to obtain a license prior to purchasing a semiautomatic 
rifle. Under preexisting New York State law, individuals 
must be 21 years or older to acquire a gun license.  

 
Banning Body Armor  

Legislation S.9407-B/A.10497 makes it illegal to 
purchase and sell body vests for anyone who is not en-
gaged in an eligible profession. Eligible professions in-
clude law enforcement officers and other professions, 
which will be designated by the Department of State in 
consultation with other agencies. It also requires that all 
body vest sales are completed in-person.  

 
Strengthening the Red Flag Law 

Legislation S.9113-A/A.10502 expands who may file 
an Extreme Risk Protection Order (ERPO) petition to in-
clude health care practitioners who have examined an 

individual within the last six months.  
It amends the firearm licensing statute to ensure 

that mental health practitioners’ reports on potentially 
harmful individuals are considered closely when deter-
mining whether to issue a firearm license.  

It also requires police and district attorneys to file 
ERPO petitions when they have acquired credible infor-
mation that an individual is likely to engage in conduct 
that would result in serious harm—either to themselves 
or others.  

It requires State Police and the Municipal Police 
Training Council to create and disseminate policies and 
procedures to identify when an ERPO petition may be 
warranted.  

 
Microstamping  

Legislation S.4116-A/A.7926-A requires the Divi-
sion of Criminal Justice Services to certify or decline 
to certify that microstamping-enabled pistols are tech-
nologically viable and if certified as viable, to establish 
programs and processes for the implementation of such 
technology; and establishes the crime of the unlawful 
sale of a non-microstamping-enabled firearm.  

Microstamping is an innovative ammuni-
tion-marking technique that marks bullets and car-
tridge cases with a unique fingerprint each time a 
firearm is discharged. This allows investigators to link 
bullets and casings recovered at crime scenes to a spe-
cific gun and potentially other crimes. 

 
Closing Loopholes  

Legislation S.9456/A.10504 expands the definition 
of a “firearm” to include any weapon not defined in the 
Penal Law that is designed or may readily be converted 
to expel a projectile by action of an explosive.  This is in-
tended to capture firearms that have been modified to 
be shot from an arm brace, which are evading our cur-
rent definitions of firearms and rifles. 

Legislation S.9229-A/A.10428-A eliminates the 
grandfathering of large capacity ammunition feeding 
devices that were lawfully possessed prior to the enact-
ment of the Safe Act or manufactured prior to 1994. 

Legislation S.89-B/A.6716-A creates the crimes of 
making a threat of mass harm and aggravated making a 
threat of mass harm. 

 
Enhancing Information Sharing  

Legislation S.4970-A/A.1023-A requires enhanced 
reporting by law enforcement to the state and federal 
gun databases. Agencies must report seized or recov-
ered guns to the criminal gun clearinghouse; participate 
in the ATF’s collective data sharing program; and enter 
the make, model, caliber, and serial number of the gun 
into the national crime information center.  

The law also requires gun dealers to enact uniform 
security and reporting standards. It prohibits those un-
der 18 and not accompanied by a parent from entering 
certain locations of a gun dealer’s premises and requires 
training for all employees on conducting firearm, rifle, 
and shotgun transfers, including identification of and 
response to illegal purchases. It also requires State Police 
to conduct inspections of gun dealers every three years. 

 
Improving Response and Reporting of Hateful and 
Threatening Social Media Content  

Legislation S.4511-A/A.7865-A requires social me-
dia networks in New York to provide a clear and concise 
policy regarding how they would respond to incidents of 
hateful conduct on their platform and maintain easily 
accessible mechanisms for reporting hateful conduct 

on those platforms 
Legislation S.9465/A.10501 creates a new Task 

Force on Social Media and Violent Extremism. Housed 
in the Office of the Attorney General, the Task Force will 
study and investigate the role of social media companies 
in promoting and facilitating violent extremism and do-
mestic terrorism online. 

This robust set of new laws, designed to provide 
immediate enhanced protections and developed and 
approved in partnership with Majority Leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins and Speaker Carl Heastie, builds on 
two Executive Orders issued in the immediate wake of 
the Buffalo shooting.  

The first Executive Order is designed to fight the 
troubling surge in domestic terrorism and violent ex-
tremism frequently inspired by, planned on and posted 
about on social media platforms and internet forums. 
The Executive Order calls on the Division of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Services to establish a new 
unit, dedicated solely to the prevention of domestic 
terrorism, within the Division’s Office of Counter Ter-
rorism. This new unit will focus on threat assessment 
management, disbursing funding to localities to create 
and operate their own threat assessment management 
teams and utilizing social media to intervene in the rad-
icalization process. It will also educate law enforcement 
members, mental health professionals and school offi-
cials on the recent uptick in domestic and homegrown 

violent extremism and radicalization, as well as create 
best practices for identifying and intervening in the rad-
icalization process. 

The Executive Order also calls on New York State 
Police to establish a dedicated unit within the New York 
State Intelligence Center (NYSIC) to track domestic 
violent extremism through social media. The unit will 
develop investigative leads through social media analy-
sis, with a specific focus on identifying possible threats 
and individuals motivated by radicalization and violent 
extremism. Finally, the Executive Order calls on every 
county to perform an exhaustive review of its current 
strategies, policies and procedures for confronting 
threats of domestic terrorism. 

The second Executive Order will require State Po-
lice to file for an Extreme Risk Protection Order (ERPO) 
under New York State’s Red Flag Law whenever they 
have probable cause to believe that an individual is a 
threat to themselves or others. 

Governor Hochul also issued a referral to the Of-
fice of the Attorney General under Executive Law Sec-
tion 63(8) to investigate and study the social media plat-
forms that were utilized by the Buffalo shooting suspect 
to broadcast, promote, and facilitate violence, espouse 
hate, and legitimize replacement theory. Findings from 
the investigation will be used to enhance and build on 
New York State’s strategy for combatting hate and vio-
lent extremism. 

Harrison Resident Receives Award from 
Ursuline School

The Ursuline School in New Rochelle recently 
honored Catherine Quigley Tammaro of Harrison 
with the St. Angela Award, for she embodies the best 
attributes of a community leader.

Tammaro was honored for raising awareness 
of issues and raises funds to help those in need. She 
makes an impact on numerous constituents within 
her community.

Perhaps the most heartfelt form of Catherine’s 
Serviam began after losing her brother to addiction 
in 2016.  Catherine and her sisters Kelly Lieberman 
and Liz Junior started a nonprofit named Project 
REACH.  Their aim was to let other families with simi-
lar struggles know that they are not alone and to offer 
resources, education, compassion and hope for drug 
addiction.

Their annual fundraiser, REACH at the BEACH 
in Rye, raises awareness, helps remove the stigma of 
addiction and offers families a day of fun. In the last 
3 years, they have raised over $20,000.  The proceeds 
are donated to organizations that help treat people 
struggling with substance abuse including St. Vin-
cent’s Hospital Westchester; St. Anthony’s Shelter for 
Renewal; St Christopher's Inn; and the Hoving Home 
for Women.

Tammaro’s dedication to Project REACH ex-
tends far beyond the annual fundraiser. She regularly 
meets with families of former addicts.  She speaks to 
representatives from rehab centers. She takes part in 
community panels on addiction, sharing the research 
that she has amassed.

However, REACH is not the only focus of Tam-
maro’s community work. She is the Religious Ed-
ucation Co-coordinator at St. Gregory the Great in 
Harrison and involved with the Community Service 
Department of Harrison.

For Greenwich Hospital, Catherine and her 
daughter, Talia, have made over 30 red hats and deliv-
ered them to the NICU, in recognition of Heart Health 
Month.  Talia has revealed that it took her mom a 
while, but she learned how to knit just for this cause!

At Ursuline, Tammaro is an active member of the 
committee that raises funds for the Helen Crossin-Kit-
tle scholarship. Her Ursuline classmates say that Cath-
erine has “always been a generous person, with both 
her time and resources.  She has always been willing to 
lend a guiding hand, especially to the underdog.  She is 
not afraid to stand up for what she believes in.”

Tammaro has instilled these values in her 
children.  They share, “Whenever we’d have a bake 
sale or lemonade stand as kids, mom would always 
encourage us to donate the proceeds to the Wound-
ed Warrior Project.  Even if it was a small contri-
bution, she has always stressed the solemnity of a 
veteran’s sacrifice.”

left to right: Catherine Tammaro and Ursuline school 
President Dr. Colleen Melnyk
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students and revenue.  
Under Geisler’s leadership,  Manhat-

tanville has been recognized by U.S. News 
and World Report as the number one private, 
non-profit school in the Regional Universities 
North category for Top Performers of Social 
Mobility and has earned a designation as a 
Hispanic Serving Institution by the U.S. De-
partment of Education which has allowed it to 
recruit more Latinx students and seek federal 
funding to support them.  

One of Geisler’s signature accomplish-
ments was the creation of the school’s Center 
for Design Thinking. The center has helped to 
attract new students and is a nexus between 
Manhattanville’s Liberal Arts tradition and a 
new way to use critical thinking skills more 
compatible with the modern era. Students at 
the college can now earn a certificate in design 
thinking, making them more marketable to 
employers. 

Geisler’s leadership was critical through-
out the COVID-19 pandemic, helping to keep 
the school open and operating, shifting to a 
hybrid model and later reopening and main-

taining one of the lowest infection rates among 
colleges in the state. During this time, Man-
hattanville also refinanced its capital bonds at 
lower rates and devised a strong financial plan 
for the future.  

Geisler is retiring to spend time with his 
family and travel. He said he was honored to 
have served as president and was proud to be 
leaving Manhattanville in such a good place.  

“Our incoming class this fall will show the 
largest year-over-year increase in a single year 
in decades,” said Geisler. “We are up more than 
50% in first-year/full-time students for this fall 
and more than 40% up in transfer students. For 
the first time in years, we will very likely end 
up with more than 400 new students this fall. 
Graduate admissions are also showing early 
signs of being up substantially for this fall.” 

“It has been a great privilege to lead this 
college, even through the pandemic, and leav-
ing Manhattanville with an unprecedented 
enrollment growth gives me confidence that 
I have done the job I was hired to do six years 
ago,” Geisler said. “Manhattanville will always 
have a special place in my memories.”  

Manhattanville College President Announces Retirement
continued from page 3

Table Hopping with Morris Gut – Summer Bites & Pieces
AROUND THE TABLE AT NYBG!

The beautiful New York Botanical Garden has 
launched ‘Around The Table: Stories Of The Foods 
We Love’ that will run thru September 11th. The 
new exhibition will explore the rich cultural  his-
tory of what we eat throughout the park. Across 
NYBG’s 250-acre landscape visitors can gather 
at tables uniquely designed by artists living and 
working in the Bronx. The tables will encourage 
sitting, sharing, and storytelling. Throughout the 
exhibition, there will be weekend programming 
celebrating food with cooking demonstrations 
and other culinary themed activities. You can 
watch the planted produce and grains as they ma-
ture throughout the season.

At the same time, the 2022 
NYBG Farmers Market has 
started up again and operates 
on Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and will run thru Octo-
ber 26th. The popular market 
is run by www.morningglory-
markets.com,  who also oper-
ate markets in Westchester, 
and feature a weekly variety 
of produce vendors, bakers, 
specialty food purveyors, and 
crafts. Farmers market director 
is Pascale Le Draoulec, former 
restaurant critic for the New 
York Daily News. Look for such 
vendors as: Wave Hill Breads, 
Bombay Chutney Co., Orchards 
of Concklin, Don Pickle, Ztudio Zsa Zsa and more. 
Admission to the Farmers Market is free. 

SPECIAL HINT: While at the Garden, hunt 
down the ‘Julia Child Rose’ that is planted in the 
stunning Rockefeller Rose Garden which is now in 
full bloom. It is amazing!

The New York Botanical Garden, 2900 South-
ern Boulevard, Bronx. 718-817-8700 www.nybg.org 

ROBUST ITALIAN OUT OF A DINER AT 
TRATTORIA VIVOLO!

The landscaped outdoor patio is open. 
Chef-owner and personable host Dean Vivolo 
serves his robust regional Italian cuisine out of 
a vintage diner just across from Harrison’s Met-
ro-North station. Sit at the counter, tuck into a 
booth, or take a table in the rear greenhouse and 
enjoy the surprising contemporary and tradi-
tional flavors emanating from his kitchen: tasty 
thin-crusted pizza; Crostino di Polenta topped 
with wild mushrooms, gorgonzola and tomato 
sauce; Grilled Lamb Chops; Braised Lamb Shanks; 
Lasagna Bolognese al Forno; and wonderful Spa-

ghetti a la Vongole. Fine wine 
list. Sparkling lights evenings. 
Free parking. Trattoria Vivolo, 
301 Halstead Ave., Harrison. 
914-835-6199 www.trattoriavi-
volo.com

CURRY ON PURDY NOW 
SERVING INDIAN BUFFET!

Proprietor Daniel is now 
serving an all-you-can-eat daily 
Luncheon Buffet that includes 
up to a dozen selections from 
salads to main courses, des-
serts, and condiments. Look 
for such changing specialties 
as: Crispy Samosas, Mango 
Shrimp, Crispy Pakora Frit-

ters, Purdy Special Goat Curry, Aloo 
Gobi, potatoes and cauliflower, Mushroom Mutter 
Masala, Saag either with vegetable, meat, fish or 
shrimp, flavorful Rogan Josh with Lamb, or Salm-
on; and Goan/Malabar Curry, Chicken Tandoori, 
too. The fresh made Indian breads are a must to 
help lap up those delicious gravies: Nan, Onion 
Kulcha and Garlic Nan are favorites. For dessert 
try the Purdy Special Kheer; Bengali Rasamalai; 

Hot Julab Jamun, or the Gajjar Halwa prepared 
with shredded carrots. The Indian Buffet is $17.99 
weekdays: $19.99 weekends. Special Hint: If you 
like getting in front of a mic, live Karaoke is held 
Wednesday evenings starting at 7 p.m. 

Curry on Purdy, 7 Purdy Street, Harrison. 
Down the street from Metro-North. Open 7 days. 
914-600-8500 www.curryonpurdy.com 

A SALSA FIESTA AT CANTINA!
Cantina is a good spot for Happy Hours, 

served 3 p.m. to 7 p.m., featuring specially priced 
cocktails and bar snacks. While most concentrate 
on the tasty Tacos, I went for the Crispy Man-

Mango Jerk Chicken Wings at Cantina

go-Jerk Chicken Wings one late afternoon and 
was blown away. Wow! Owner/actor John Solo 
and his team bring excitement to your visit. It 
has a bright aqua pastel façade and a sprawl-
ing rustic multi-level interior dining room and 
long bar. Tempting specialties include: Modelo 
Beer Battered Fish Tacos, Garlic Shrimp, and 
Chicken-Lime Bowl, served with rice, peppers, 
black beans, sliced avocado, and fresh corn. The 
restaurant is open from noon to midnight 7 days 
a week. Weekend brunch served noon to 5 p.m. 
Cantina Taco & Tequila Bar, 166 Mamaroneck 
Ave., White Plains. 914-461-3959 www.cantina-
ny.com 

SOUTHERN COMFORT AT FREEBIRD 
KITCHEN!

We have devoured Fried Calamari, meaty 
Racks of Baby Back Ribs, Cobb Salad, spicy 
Chicken Wings, crispy Brussels Sprouts. Shrimp 
& Grits and Braised Short Ribs. The cooking 
here is very satisfying, and all done with a com-
forting southern theme. Portions are ample and 
shareable. The lighting and those artsy birds 
hanging from the ceiling in the dining room give 
it a magical atmosphere. The seasonal rooftop is 

open. Sunday Night Jam sessions. Sprawling bar. 
Craft beers. Happy hours: Tues.-Thurs. 4-6pm; 
Fri. 2-6 p.m. Weekend Brunch.  Freebird Kitchen, 
161 Mamaroneck Ave., White  Plains. 914-607-2476 
www.freebirdkitchenandbar.com 

(Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing consul-
tant and former restaurant trade magazine editor. 
He has been tracking and writing about the food 
and dining scene in greater Westchester for 30 
years. He may be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net)

Asparagus Gratinati at Trattoria Vivolo

•         Soil health
•         Trees
The Planting Westchester website includes 

links to fact-based research, how-to videos, 
blogs, upcoming events, demonstration projects 
with contact information, photos of native plants 
and trees, and materials on how to identify and 
manage common invasive plants.  The site also 
provides real-life examples from residents of 
the work being done by individuals and organi-
zations in Westchester’s cities, townships and 
villages.

Board of Legislators Environment, Health 
& Energy Chair County Legislator Erika Pierce 
said, “Planting Westchester will bring high level 
resources to the fingertips of every Westchester 
resident and employee, whether they are re-
searching options for their own yard or home, 
planning a community garden, or a municipal 
employee addressing local projects. From food 
insecurity, to flooding mitigation and soil im-
provement, from urban community planners 
selecting trees to residents creating pollinator 

gardens, Planting Westchester will be a game 
changer for many.”

Westchester County Department of Plan-
ning Program Coordinator for Planting Westches-
ter, Millie Magraw said, “Over 100 Westchester 
scientists, educators, botanists, PhD’s, and self-
taught individuals generously offered their pro-
fessional expertise to contribute to the Planting 
Westchester website.  These highly knowledge-
able individuals spent countless hours carefully 
curating the most relevant resources depicting 
the best practices to plant and maintain our nat-
ural environment.  These resources, available on 
the Planting Westchester website, are now easily 
accessible to all.  It’s a true testament to the spir-
it and commitment of these individuals who are 
devoted to addressing climate change and envi-
ronmental injustices.  Additionally, this project 
could not have happened without the diligence 
of Nikki Coddington, co-coordinator of Planting 
Westchester.”

For more information about Planting West-
chester, visit www.plantingwestchester.com

Collaborative Community-Based Program Will Foster Awareness of 
Natural Resource Preservation
continued from page 11
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ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, records, 
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 
914-235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with Alzheimer’s, 
Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  Excellent References. Call 914-
602-7318.

JIMMY’S CUSTOM FLOORING
Jimmy’s Custom Flooring offers floor installation, floor repair and floor refinishing. We do drywall and 
painting! Call 914-469-5585 for details. Licensed and insured.

TREE OF LIFE MUSIC THERAPY
Are you or an aging family member seeking joy and enrichment?  Experiencing loneliness or memory 
loss?  Engage and relax through music during weekly sessions in your home or virtually.  Songs from the 
40’s, 50’s, 60’s and more... Sing along or simply enjoy listening.  Contact Josh at 914-391-2867.

IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and Companion.  
Experienced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.

RIVER FRESH AWNING SERVICES
Mobile service that’s at your convenience. River Fresh Detailing offers a wide array of services from 
Awning Cleaning, Pressure Wash, Driveways, Houses and many more. Tel: 914-573-9364 
Email: riverfreshdetailing1@gmail.com Facebook and Instagram: riverfreshdetailing

BUSINESS CARDS

The Only Constant in Life is Change

BY: BERNARD A. KROOKS, CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

 We all know that things can, and do, change; 
even (or perhaps, especially) when it comes to es-
tate planning.  That’s why it makes sense to review 
your estate plan every couple of years or, more 
often, if there is a life-changing event such as the 
birth of a child or grandchild, change in a relation-
ship with someone mentioned in your will, or a 
change in financial circumstances for you, among 

many other reasons. 
 Surprisingly, many clients are not even 

aware that their estate plan could be changed. 
While there may be some things that you have 
done in your estate planning that are irrevocable, 
that’s probably not the case for most items in your 
estate plan. 

For most documents in your estate plan, 
changes can be made so long as you have the ca-
pacity to do so. Keep in mind that the legal capaci-
ty to execute or change a Will is different than, for 
example, that needed to change a trust or a power 
of attorney. 

In your Will, you nominate an executor to 
marshal your assets, pay your debts and expenses 
of your estate administration, and distribute your 
assets after your death to whomever you have 
mentioned in your Will. An amendment to a Will 
is called a Codicil. These days, we don’t often do 
Codicils since it is so easy to change documents 
using digital files and it is usually much easier to 
draft a new Will instead of doing a Codicil. More-

over, Codicils have the same exaction require-
ments as a Will and having one document, instead 
of two, makes it easier to keep track of it and store. 
To make or change a Will you need to have “tes-
tamentary capacity,” which has been described 
as the lowest form of capacity to execute any legal 
document in New York. Basically, that means you 
must have the ability to know: 

1) what you own - the nature/extent of your 
assets and what they are, 

2) the natural objects of your bounty - your 
loved ones and who they are, and 

3) how you plan to dispose of your assets - 
that your estate planning documents determine 
who gets (or doesn’t get) your assets. 

In addition to a Will, many clients also have 
a trust which could be revocable or irrevocable. 
Use of revocable trusts are becoming more com-
mon in New York since it provides for a successor 
trustee who could manage your financial affairs if 
you become sick or incapacitated and the assets 
contained in the trust will not be subject to the 
probate process upon your death. You can always 
make changes to your revocable trust provided 
you have the legal capacity to do so.  However, the 
capacity required to execute or make changes to 
a trust are similar to the capacity needed to enter 
into a binding contract. This level of capacity is 
higher than that required to execute or change a 
Will. 

Conversely, if your trust is an irrevocable 
trust, which might be appropriate if your purpose 

in creating the trust was to save taxes or protect 
assets from a nursing home or the costs of long-
term care, then, the trust cannot be changed un-
less there are specific provisions in the trust au-
thorizing certain actions by you or someone else. 
Some irrevocable trusts may give you the right to 
change trustees or the power to change the ulti-
mate disposition of the trust property, among oth-
er things. It really depends upon the terms of the 
trust document itself.  

Also, keep in mind that if you become inca-
pacitated, your agent under a power of attorney 
may be able to make certain changes to your es-
tate plan, depending on the powers granted to the 
agent in the power of attorney. However, the agent 
will not be able to change your Will. 

One final note; making changes to legal doc-
uments is not as simple as crossing out a name 
and inserting another name. Best to work with a 
qualified estate planning attorney to make sure it 
is done right.

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner of 
Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Lawyer of 
the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for excellence 
in Elder Law and has been honored as one of the “Best 
Lawyers” in America since 2008. He was elected to the 
Estate Planning Hall of Fame by the National Associ-
ation of Estate Planners & Councils (NAEPC). Krooks 
is past Chair of the Elder Law Committee of the Amer-
ican College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr. 
Krooks may be reached at (914-684-2100) or by visit-
ing the firm’s website at www.elderlawnewyork.com.

Let us handle the creative side of your business.

Website design, logos, brochures, mailers, annual reports, 
flyers, business cards, signage, event materials and more...

Call 914-738-7869 or email cp@shorelinepub.com
for complete details.
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westchesterjewishlife.com

Visit Westchester Jewish Life online and get updated 
with newsworthy articles focusing on 

Westchester County and surrounding areas. 
Find out about the latest events and important information. 

To receive updates on the latest issue email
shorelineproduction@gmail.com

WESTCHESTER

JewishLife
WESTCHESTER COUNTY’S ONLY MONTHLY JEWISH NEWSPAPER

Harrison Native Graduates from the U.S. Naval Academy
Mark Anthony Rigano of Purchase. success-

fully completed four years of challenging academ-
ic, physical, and professional military training, 
graduating from the U.S. Naval Academy with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engi-
neering and a commission as a U. S. Marine Corps 
2nd Lt. He is a graduate of Harrison High School. 
Rigano was the Commanding Officer of the Silent 
Drill Team. He performed the duties of squad 
leader for two semesters and platoon command-
er for his final semester. He also studied abroad 
for one semester at the Italian Naval Academy in 
Livorno, Italy.

Founded in 1845, the U.S. Naval Academy 
today is a prestigious four-year service academy 
that prepares midshipmen morally, mentally and 
physically to be professional officers in the naval 
service. More than 4,400 men and women repre-
senting every state in the U.S. and several foreign 
countries make up the student body, known as 
the Brigade of Midshipmen. U.S. News and World 
Reports has recognized the Naval Academy as a 
top five undergraduate engineering school and a 
top 20 best liberal arts college. Midshipmen learn 
from military and civilian instructors and partici-
pate in intercollegiate varsity sports and extracur-
ricular activities. They also study subjects such as 
leadership, ethics, small arms, drill, seamanship 
and navigation, tactics, naval engineering and 
weapons, and military law. Upon graduation, mid-
shipmen earn a Bachelor of Science degree in a 
choice of 27 different subject majors and go on to 
serve at least five years of exciting and rewarding 
service as commissioned officers in the U.S. Navy 
or U.S. Marine Corps.

The Brigade of Midshipmen is comprised of 

approximately 4,400 students from every state in 
the union. Each year, approximately 1,200 young 
men and women are admitted to the Naval Acade-
my’s incoming class.

The academy’s alumni include, one president, 
21 members of Congress, five governors, 73 Medal 
of Honor recipients, two Nobel Prize winners, 54 
astronauts and 4,000 admirals and generals.

Mark Anthony Rigano

Poetry Path Installation at Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary
Poetry and nature go hand-in-

hand at Edith G. Wildlife Sanctuary 
in Rye, with its installations of poems 
as part of the Rye Poetry Path.

The Rye Poetry Path is a collabo-
rative public art installation designed 
to spark reflection and conversation 
around themes of community, con-
servation, and social justice. Read 
Sanctuary is in the process of install-
ing poems and when complete, will 
have 16 poems placed throughout the 
Sanctuary.

Westchester County Executive 
George Latimer said, “As a resident 
of Rye and an original member of the Friends of 
Edith Read Sanctuary, I’m thrilled to see this col-
laborative effort bring together the serene beauty 
of the area with inspired poetry.”

Commissioner of the Westchester County 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Conserva-
tion, Kathy O’Connor said, “Edith G. Read Wildlife 
Sanctuary is one of our most tranquil parks and is 
the perfect place to take in the poetry and reflect.”

Next to each poetry exhibit, visitors will see 
a rock with a QR code to scan, which will provide 
details about the poem and poet.

Rye Poetry Path Founder, Amy Vijayanagar, 
said, “We're so grateful to our Poet in Residence 
Iain Haley Pollock and to the many non-profit or-
ganizations, artists, sponsors, and volunteers that 
have come together to make this project happen. 
We hope the poems help people pause and reflect 

and connect in new ways with our beautiful green 
spaces and with each other.”

The Rye Poetry Path is a collaborative effort 
between the Rye Arts Center, the Rye Free Reading 
Room, the Rye Historical Society, Rye Town Park, 
the Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary, Rye Country 
Day School, and the Friends of Rye Nature Center. 
Additional locations where poetry can be viewed 
are Rye Town Park, Rye Nature Center and the 
Knapp House.

Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary is located 
at 1 Playland Parkway, Rye. Members of Friends 
of Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary can park at 
the Sanctuary for free. Non-members have to pay 
upon entry at Playland Park, May through Septem-
ber, park in Playland’s parking lot and walk over.

View Rye Poetry Path at Edith G. Read Wild-
life Sanctuary at  https://youtu.be/rNrOWsjSX6I
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Proud to be recognized by 
R E A LT R E N D S  AS  O N E  O F 

AMERICA’S  BEST  

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

INDIVIDUAL BY SALES  

VOLUME in NEW YORK

1 RENAISSANCE SQ. #P4 CD, WHITE PLAINS, NY
4 BEDS  |  4.1 BATHS  |  4,959 SQFT  |  $3,775,000 

7 BROOK VIEW LANE, RYE, NY
6 BEDS  |  7.1 BATHS  |  11,754 SQFT  |  $3,995,000

16 PARK DRIVE SOUTH, RYE, NY
6 BEDS  |  7 BATHS  |  5,550 SQFT  |  $3,200,000


