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Plans Continue as Country Club is Slated to Open Memorial Day
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

More progress towards the slated Memorial 
Day opening of Harrison Meadows Country Club 
(HMCC) was reported at the Harrison Town/Vil-
lage Board meeting on Thursday, April 7th, with 
the hiring of ELQ Industries, Inc. to purchase and 
install equipment and furniture for HMCC at cost 
not to exceed $1,153,805.14, utilizing $753,805.14 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds.

Scope of services includes large kitchen 
equipment for Main Clubhouse Kitchen; Appli-
ances and Equipment, Indoor/Outdoor Furniture 
for Pool House Grill, as well as establishing cash-
less payments (Credit and Debit Cards) to HMCC.

There are already approximately 370 adults 
and children enrolled.  

Earlier, Supervisor/Mayor Richard Dioni-
sio requested a Moment of Silence “for all of our 
people who are suffering.” Town Board then au-
thorized hiring new Deputy Town Clerk Gina 
Smoyver and appointment of Joseph Stout as Act-
ing Planning Board Chairman.

A Public Hearing was opened, regarding a 
proposed Local Law titled “Amending Chapter 
207 entitled ‘Taxation.’”  Town/Village Assessor 
Joseph Calandrella explained that it basically was 
a Resolution to increase Tax Cap Amounts for all 
veterans in High Value Counties.

Next, West Harrison Fire Chief Mike Pellegri-
no requested a Budget Transfer of $36,000 to obtain 
updated equipment for their new Tower Ladder.

Engineering Department requested to renew 
the contract with Millennium Strategies for Grant 

Writing Services and Grant Management for 
an additional 12 months. Through Millenni-
um Strategies, the Town has been awarded 
various State, County and Federal grants 
totaling $9,371,294.  Further authorization 
is requested for a Purchase Order payable to 
Millennium Strategies not to exceed $37,800.

Other slated improvements includ-
ed Bingo and Entertainment Systems to 
be installed in the West Harrison Senior 
Annex Building and Veterans Memorial 
Building, encompassing two Digital Bingo 
Flashboard Touchscreen Control Panels 
and two Professional Table Top Bingo Ma-
chines, plus four 85-inch televisions, do-
nated by the Carvevalla family in memory 
of Josephine Carnevalla.

Left to right: Harrison Supervisor Richard Dionisio; Town/Village Clerk 
Jackie Greer; Councilman/Trustee Fred Sciliano.

Westchester Joint Water Works Releases Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Westchester Joint Water Works (WJWW), a 

nonprofit public benefit corporation that supplies 
water to some 120,000 Westchester County res-
idents, has prepared a Draft Environmental Im-
pact Statement (DEIS) for a proposed drinking wa-
ter filtration plant to be built in the Town/Village 
of Harrison. At its April 12 board meeting, WJWW 
authorized the release of the DEIS for public com-
ment and review by other public agencies.

The DEIS was prepared in accordance with 
the New York State Environmental Quality Review 
Act (SEQRA). The document identifies and takes a 
hard look at the potential environmental impacts 

of the proposed project, including positive 
and negative effects to the environment, and 
considers project alternatives and potential 
measures to mitigate any negative impacts.

The DEIS was prepared by WJWW in 
collaboration with an expert team of envi-
ronmental engineers, scientists, planners, 
architects, government agencies and legal 
specialists. The purpose of the DEIS is to 
consider potential environmental impacts 

of the proposed Rye Lake Filtration Plant project, 
inclusive of a land exchange with Westchester 
County by which WJWW would acquire 13.4 acres 
of land on the grounds of Westchester County 
Airport to build and operate a 30-million-gallon 
per day Dissolved Air Flotation/Filtration (DAFF) 
plant. The project would include construction of 
the building, driveway, parking lot, installation of 
supporting ancillary facilities, utilities including 
water and sewer, and stormwater management 
features. The proposed land exchange studied 
in the DEIS would also include deeding a 13.4-An aerial view of where the plant will be sited adja-

cent to Westchester County Airport continued on page 3
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acre tract of nearby land owned by WJWW to 
Westchester County for inclusion in the airport 
grounds.

The DEIS includes a thorough examination 
of existing conditions and potential impacts in a 
number of areas, including wetlands and topog-
raphy; land use and zoning; the Town/Village of 
Harrison’s Comprehensive Plan; visual resources 
and community character; air-quality, noise and 
traffic; utilities; and economic impacts. The DEIS 
concludes that the proposed project would com-
ply with the use regulations of existing zoning 
and Harrison’s Comprehensive Plan, and that no 
significant adverse environmental impacts are 
anticipated. The DEIS identifies a number of mea-
sures to minimize and mitigate the potential en-
vironmental impacts of the proposed project and 
concludes that no additional mitigation measures 
are necessary.

Submission of the DEIS is an important step 
forward in the process to build the plant to pro-
vide filtration for WJWW’s raw water source at 
Rye Lake. In accordance with the New York State 
Department of Health and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency orders, the plant is mandatory 
for WJWW to comply with surface water treatment 
requirements and control harmful levels of disin-
fection by-products, including haloacetic acids, or 
HAA5. The filtration plant would have the capacity 
to filter the maximum day water supply demand of 
WJWW’s entire water distribution system.

Traces of HAA5 have been detected in the 
Rye Lake water supply system. HAA5 compounds 
are a common by-product of the water disinfec-
tion process, as they form when chlorine reacts 
with naturally occurring organic matter in un-
treated surface water from the Rye Lake source. 
Chlorine is the most commonly used disinfectant 
among public water suppliers to kill bacteria and 
viruses that could cause serious illnesses. Filter-
ing the water is a proven treatment to remove or-
ganic matter and thereby reduce the formation of 
HAA5 compounds. Long-term exposure to high 
levels of HAA5 has been linked to an increased 
risk for cancer.

WJWW has scheduled a public hearing on 
the DEIS for May 25, 2022 at 5:00 p.m. at the Town 
of Mamaroneck Town Center Court Room, 2nd 
floor, 740 West Boston Post Road, Mamaroneck, 

NY 10543. WJWW will accept written comments 
on the DEIS until June 6, 2022 by mail to West-
chester Joint Water Works at 1625 Mamaroneck 
Avenue, Mamaroneck, NY 10543 or by email to 
seqr@wjww.com. 

“Entrusted with providing safe drinking wa-
ter to the public, Westchester Joint Water Works 
understands the urgency to build a water filtra-
tion plant for the health and safety of the people 
we serve,” said Paul Kutzy, WJWW Manager. “We 
also are sensitive to protecting the environment, 
and as we move forward we will work closely with 
our team of professionals to ensure the process 
is conducted in the most careful, effective and 
efficient manner. We welcome all questions and 
comments as part of our thorough environmental 
review of this critical project.”

For information about the water filtration 

Westchester Joint Water Works Releases Draft Environmental Impact Statement
continued from page 1

plant and the SEQRA process, visit wjwwfiltra-
tion.org.

Westchester Joint Water Works (WJWW) is a 
nonprofit public benefit corporation formed in 1927 
by its three member municipalities: the Village of 
Mamaroneck, the Town of Mamaroneck, and the 
Town/Village of Harrison pursuant to the provisions 
of Chapter 654, Laws of 1927, State of New York to 
acquire, construct and provide a joint water works. 
WJWW supplies water to its member municipalities 
and to portions of the cities of Rye and New Rochelle, 
serving 59,629 consumers through 14,682 service 
connections. WJWW also supplies water on a whole-
sale basis to the Village of Larchmont and Suez Wa-
ter Westchester, which supplies water to the City of 
Rye, Village of Rye Brook and Village of Port Chester, 
which collectively represent approximately another 
60,000 consumers.

An architectural rendering of the façade of the proposed water filtration plant facing Purchase Street
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Governor Kathy Hochul

Innovative Program to Assist At-Risk Youth Who Have 
Not Responded Well to Traditional Treatment

Governor Kathy Hochul has 
announced $21 million in fund-
ing awards for 15 Youth Assertive 
Community Treatment teams. 
New York is the first state in the 
nation to enact Youth Assertive 
Community Treatment teams, 
which serve children ages 10 to 
21 and their families, provid-
ing services and support in the 
home and community settings. 
The teams allow young people 
who are at risk of entering resi-
dential or inpatient psychiatric 
treatment to receive services 
while remaining with their families and in their 
communities. 

"When at-risk young people are suffering 
from hardships, it is imperative that families stay 
together," Governor Hochul said. "In the wake of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, New York is leading the 
way in developing new and innovative ways to pro-
vide behavioral healthcare to vulnerable individ-
uals. With the help of this new program, children 
across the state will have the opportunity to re-
main with their families and receive the services 
they need."

 Westchester County Executive George La-
timer said, "Our young people have faced hard-
ship beyond belief due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
this is another tool to help them find their footing, 
to help them stay in school and go on to lead pro-
ductive and successful adult lives. I applaud the 
Governor for her leadership in providing innova-
tive ways to help at-risk young people have access 
to behavioral healthcare. The dollars announced 
today will greatly benefit children and families 
across Westchester County and New York State."

 Nearly $15 million in funding is annual and 
will be provided through state-aid and Medic-
aid reimbursements, and $6 million is one-time 
start-up funding from the federal government 
provided through the time-limited expansions of 
the Community Mental Health Services (CMHS) 
Block Grant and Federal Medical Assistance Per-
centage (FMAP) programs. Additional funding for 
those programs was allocated under the Corona-
virus Response and Relief Supplemental Appro-

priations Act and the American 
Rescue Plan Act. 

Youth Assertive Communi-
ty Treatment (ACT) team provid-
ers are not-for-profit agencies 
that have experience providing 
mental health services to per-
sons with serious emotional dis-
turbance. They will create and 
oversee the ACT teams, which 
are multi-disciplinary with pro-
fessional staff including psychia-
trists, nurse practitioners, men-
tal health clinicians, and peer 
advocates. 

CEO of The Jewish Board of Family & Chil-
dren's Services Dr. Jeffrey Brenner said, "Invest-
ing in New York State's mental health workforce 
is crucial to keeping youth and families healthy 
in communities all across the state. The Jewish 
Board applauds Gov. Hochul's support of youth 
assertive community treatment teams, which will 
enable us to provide innovative, evidence-based 
services to youth who may not have responded to 
traditional mental health treatments. Providing 
intensive, coordinated services to youth and fam-
ilies in the communities where they live offers a 
flexible and powerful path to recovery."

By using a team approach, Youth ACT teams 
can deliver intensive, highly coordinated, individ-
ualized services and skilled therapeutic interven-
tions to ensure the child and their family have the 
level of treatment and services to support their 
recovery. They are highly responsive and flexible 
to meet the individualized, changing needs of the 
child and family, and they offer support 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week. 

The development of Youth ACT represents a 
commitment by the NYS Office of Mental Health 
to increase access to services in the home and 
community for children and youth with mental 
health issues and their families. As the teams be-
gin to treat clients, OMH will evaluate their effec-
tiveness, and has formed a steering committee of 
researchers, clinicians, and family and youth part-
ners to guide the evaluation and refine the model. 

The Youth ACT team in the Mid-Hudson is 
MHA Westchester, serving Westchester County. 

54TH Annual Salute to Seniors
In celebration of Older Americans Month, the 

Westchester County Department of Senior Programs 
and Services will be holding its 54th Annual Salute to 
Seniors events at various Westchester County Parks 
on Wednesdays during the month of May. Free Pfizer 
Covid 19 vaccinations will also be available {bring vac-
cination card.}

Westchester County Executive George Latimer 
said, “Westchester County’s senior citizens are an 
important part of our communities, and they deserve 
to be recognized for the accomplishments they’ve 
made over the course of their lifetime. We created 
events like Salute to Seniors many years ago to bring 
people together and create access to the programs 
and services seniors need to feel healthy and safe. I 
am thrilled that the annual Salute to Seniors event 
is returning in 2022, and I look forward to seeing you 
there.”

Westchester County Department of Senior Pro-
grams and Services Commissioner Mae Carpenter 
added, “Salute to Seniors events are celebrations that 
honor our older persons by connecting them to re-
sources that they care about.  This year’s theme, Age My 
Way, is a testament to the wonderful diversity that we 
appreciate and admire about our Westchester seniors. 
We are looking forward to the fun-filled activities that 
bring our communities together, because quality of life 
is better when we connect with those around us.”

Westchester County Parks Commissioner Kathy 
O’Connor said, “We are excited to carry on the tradi-
tion of hosting Salute to Seniors during Older Amer-
ican’s Month. Following in the footsteps of last year’s 
success, we bring this event to four of our scenic parks, 
giving Westchester’s elder residents the opportunity to 
enjoy nature while providing them with easy access to 
programs and services that will help them stay healthy 
and remain independent.” 

Westchester County Department of Public 
Works and Transportation Commissioner Hugh J. 
Greechan: Jr., P.E said, “We are proud to partner once 
again on the Salute to Seniors events and offer free 
rides to seniors on the Bee-Line fixed-route bus system 
every Wednesday in May.  Transportation is an import-
ant issue as we age, and our system provides seniors 
with the freedom they deserve.”

Salute to Seniors will run from 10 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m. at four different Westchester County parks on the 
following Wednesdays:

May 4: Sprain Ridge Park, 149 Jackson Avenue, 
Yonkers

May 11: Ridge Road Park, 287 Ridge Road, Harts-
dale

May 18: Croton Point Park, 1 Croton Point Avenue, 
Croton-on-Hudson

May 25: Glen Island Park, Weyman Avenue, New 
Rochelle

Attendees will enjoy this year’s outdoor events 
that will feature a boxed lunch, music and information 
on programs, services and products targeted to the 
senior community. Parking and admission are free. 
Reservations are required, as space will be limited. Call 
(914) 218-3968 to make reservations.

The Westchester County Department of Public 
Works and Transportation will be providing free Bee 
Line Bus transportation each Wednesday for all four 
events. Salute to Seniors will operate safely under ap-
plicable New York State guidelines in place at the time 
the events are in session.

The event is sponsored by Westchester County 
Senior Programs and Services (DSPS) and The West-
chester Public/Private Partnership for Aging Services, 
and co-sponsored by Westchester County Parks, Rec-
reation and Conservation and Public Works and Trans-
portation. 

Board Celebrates Women’s History Month
On Monday evening, March 28, the West-

chester County Board of Legislators commemo-
rated Women’s History Month by honoring all of 
the women who have served the Board, in a live-
streamed video presentation and ceremony.

Chairwoman Catherine Borgia (D–Briarcliff 
Manor, Cortlandt, Croton, Ossining, Peekskill) 
kicked off the ceremony with the acknowledge-
ment that Women’s History Month 2022 was an 
historic moment for the Board. She said, “In light 
of our Board electing women for the first time to 
the top two leadership positions -- myself as Chair 
and Legislator Nancy Barr as Vice Chair -- it is 
fitting to pay tribute to all the women who have 
served this Board. Since this body first convened 
in 1970, women have been integral as Legislators, 
and in leadership positions of Chair, Vice Chair, 
Majority and Minority Leader, and as Clerk.”

A video comprised of personal messages 
from former Legislators was shown and included 
segments from NYS Senate Majority Leader An-
drea Stewart-Cousins, NYS Assemblywoman San-
dy Galef, the Hon. Diane A. Keane-Foster, the Hon. 
Alfreda A. Williams, the Hon. Pearl C. Quarles, the 
Hon. Kitley Covill and the Hon. Ruth Walter. They 
relayed anecdotes about winning their place at the 
table by balancing the budget, working across the 
aisle for economic and social equity for women 
and minorities, and helping to create the Coun-
ty Human Rights Commission. A photo montage 
followed, chronicling the work of all the women 

Legislators which culminated with the Board’s 
appointment of Tajian Nelson as the first Black 
woman Democratic Election Commissioner at the 
March 7, 2022, Board meeting.

Finally, Chair Borgia acknowledged and 
thanked the former women Legislators who were 
in the audience – the Hon. Alfreda A. Williams, 
the Hon. Pearl C. Quarles, the Hon. Kitley Covill 
and the Hon. Ruth Walter – asking them to stand 
with the women who currently serve: Vice Chair 
Barr (D-Harrison, Port Chester, Rye Brook), and 
Legislators Erika Pierce (D-Bedford, Lewisboro, 
Mt. Kisco, North Salem, Pound Ridge, Somers), Mi-
nority Leader Margaret A. Cunzio (C-Mt. Pleasant, 
North Castle, Pleasantville, Valhalla, Sleepy Hollow, 
Briarcliff Manor), Catherine F. Parker (D-Harrison, 
Larchmont, Mamaroneck, New Rochelle, Rye), Jew-
el Williams Johnson (D- Elmsford, Greenburgh, 
Sleepy Hollow, Tarrytown), Terry Clements (D- 
New Rochelle, Pelham, Pelham Manor), and Mary-
Jane Shimsky (D- Ardsley, Dobbs Ferry, Edgemont, 
Hartsdale, Hastings-on-Hudson, Irvington).

Borgia concluded the program by saying, “It 
was wonderful to see all of these pictures of the 
women who came before us, and to know of the 
battles they fought so that we could have the priv-
ilege of sitting here tonight … I think we all have 
an obligation, both men and women, to encourage 
young women to participate in government be-
cause it is clear that when we have equal represen-
tation, really good things happen.”

 

L to R Bottom row – Leg. Terry Clements, Hon. Ruth Walter, Hon. Alfreda A. Williams, Hon. Kitley Covill, Hon. Pearl C. 
Quarles, Chair Catherine Borgia, Vice Chair Nancy E. Barr, Top row – Leg. MaryJane Shimsky, Leg. Erika Pierce, Leg. 
Catherine F. Parker, Leg. Jewel Williams Johnson, Min. Leader Margaret Cunzio attended remotely
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Senator Charles E. Schumer

Funding Will Tune Westchester Into The Next 
Generation of Emergency Radio Tech

U.S. Senate Majority Leader 
Charles E. Schumer announced that 
he has secured $2,000,000 for criti-
cal upgrades to overhaul Westchester 
County’s emergency radio and transit 
communication system. The funding 
was secured as a part of the bipartisan 
omnibus spending package for Fiscal 
Year 2022. Schumer explained that 
firefighters, police, EMS and transit 
like the Bee Line bus system, all rely 
on these communication systems in 
their daily work to ensure public safe-
ty and deliver vital services to West-
chester County residents. This fund-
ing will help upgrade Westchester’s 
radio system, some of which was based off analog 
technology, with new state of the art reliable com-
munications to save critical taxpayer dollars and 
bolster essential services to keep those who live, 
work and visit Westchester County safe.

“In an emergency, when seconds count, 
you need the best in communication technology. 
When Westchester County told me they needed 
help getting these outdated emergency & tran-
sit radio systems replaced I heard them loud and 
clear, and I am proud to have secured $2 million 
in federal funding to give our firefighter, EMS, 
police and buses the modern equipment to keep 
Westchester families safe,” said Senator Schumer. 
“This funding will boost our first responders, the 
Bee Line, and so many other essential services to 
keep Westchester running smoothly and tuned 
into the latest in radio technology.” 

Westchester County Executive George Latim-
er said, “Thanks to Senator Schumer, this funding 
can help ensure our County’s first responders and 
transit workers can better rely on the communi-
cations services they need to keep us all safe and 
going where we need to go. Time and time again, 
Senator Schumer has shown up for Westchester 
– truly showing what partnership among various 
levels of government is supposed to look like.”

This Schumer secured $2 mil-
lion in funding will support the on-
going design, construction, and im-
provements of large mission critical 
interoperable radio communications 
systems used by the Westchester 
County Departments of Emergency 
Services, Public Safety-Police Depart-
ment, Public Works, and Transpor-
tation, as well as providing access to 
all municipal first responder agen-
cies, including all the fire and EMS 
agencies that provide vital services 
throughout the County. It will also re-
place an integral part of the County’s 
radio systems used to communicate 

with Bee-Line buses and other support personnel.
These upgrades include radio system infra-

structure and hardware installed at more than a 
dozen radio tower sites in the County, numerous 
radio consoles used by dispatchers, and sever-
al thousand handheld and vehicle radios used 
by first responders and service personnel in the 
field. Schumer said that additional funding will 
also support the system capital projects, saving 
local taxpayer dollars to improve the design, pro-
cure, and implement additional services needed 
for system enhancements, including the Trunked 
Radio System and the paging/alerting system used 
to notify agencies of an emergency.

The Westchester County Departments of 
Emergency Services Emergency Communications 
Center located in Valhalla will greatly benefit from 
this system overhaul, as it provides primary dis-
patch services to 53 fire departments and 31 EMS 
agencies within Westchester County. The upgrad-
ed system will be accessible to all the fire and EMS 
agencies that provide critical 911 services. Addi-
tionally, Westchester’s DPS Headquarters located 
in Hawthorne will use these crucial upgrades as 
the agency provides dispatch services for DPS as 
well as interoperability and law enforcement dis-
patch support for some local municipalities.

County Executive Launches New Child Care Scholarship with Broad Eligibility
Recognizing that af-

fordable child care is es-
sential for children, fam-
ilies and the economy to 
thrive, Westchester Coun-
ty has partnered with 
the Child Care Council 
of Westchester to create 
the Westchester Works 
Scholarship for resident 
families who have not pre-
viously qualified for child 
care financial assistance.

Westchester County 
Executive George Latimer 
said, “I know all too well 
the struggles and hard 
decisions families face 
when they have to answer 
the age old question, ‘who 
is going to watch the chil-
dren when we go to work?’ Increasing the eligi-
bility will allow more parents to go to work with 
peace of mind knowing their children are safe and 
in good hands.  These parents will better be able 
to provide for their children and themselves. Sup-
porting and increasing funding for childcare is the 
right thing to do for working families – period.” 

Latimer’s 2022 budget contains a total of 
$38.9 million for childcare subsidies.  An increase 
of $10.2 million from 2021 levels of $28.7 million.

Board of Legislators Chairwoman Catherine 
Borgia said, “I began my career in politics advocat-
ing for affordable child care when I first became 
a mother. Adding this funding to the 2022 budget 
was a high point of my career. I am overjoyed today 

to see this program coming to fruition, knowing 
that it will make a huge difference in the lives of so 
many families across Westchester. We know that 
early child care leads to lifelong positive outcomes 
in behavior, education, and functionality. Institut-
ing programs like this is a true example of a legacy 
that outlives you. This will improve the lives and 
futures of Westchester residents.”

Department of Social Services Commission-
er Leonard Townes said, “Child care is an essential 
element in helping Westchester families maintain 
employment which creates self-sufficiency and 
benefits our local economy. County Executive 
George Latimer and the Board of Legislators com-
mitment to supporting childcare reflects a heart-

felt concern for helping families prosper and the 
well-being of children.”

For many families, child care is often the 
biggest bill in the household – but this new schol-
arship provides relief. A family of two was previ-
ously ineligible if household income was $34,841.

Now, that same family can have a gross income 
of up to $60,674 and qualify for the Westchester 
Works Child Care Scholarship. A family of three can 
earn up to $74,950, and a family of four, up to $89,226.

 “Properly funding child care was an ongoing 
battle from the beginning of my tenure as a legis-
lator under the previous administration.  As we 
begin to emerge from the COVID pandemic and 
parents head back to work in person, this program 
could not be more timely. I am incredibly proud 
that as the Majority Leader of the Board of Legisla-
tors I was a part of the leadership team that part-
nered with County Executive Latimer last year to 
add this funding to the budget. This program will 
improve the lives of so many families as we recov-
er from the struggles of the past two years, and as 

we are determining the pandemic’s long term ef-
fects on our children. This is a big step in the right 
direction for all of our children,” Legislator Mary-
Jane Shimsky said.

Child Care Council of Westchester Executive 
Director Kathy Halas said, “We’re immensely grate-
ful that Westchester County Executive George La-
timer and the Board of Legislators took bold action 
in this year’s budget.  These funds have immediate-
ly increased access to safe, quality child care. Long 
term, fewer Westchester families will struggle to 
meet basic needs, more children will reach their po-
tential, and Westchester will be safer and healthier.”

 Scholarship applications are being accept-
ed as of April 1. To qualify for the scholarship or 
a child care subsidy, parents/guardians must be 
working and meet income eligibility. For  ques-
tions, Email scholarships@cccwny.org, or call 
(914) 761-3456 x140.

Employers are also encouraged to reach out 
to the Council to obtain information and resourc-
es to distribute to employees.

continued on page 6

VNSW Opens Offices at New Waterstone of Westchester

The newest independent senior living 
community, which opened its doors in White 
Plains in March, is partnering with the Vis-
iting Nurse Service in Westchester (VNSW) 
to offer its residents the security of knowing 
that they will have the best care should they 
need it. 

VNS Westchester celebrated the opening 
of its office on April 1 with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony.

“We’ve partnered with VNS Westchester 

because they are, quite simply, the largest and 
best home healthcare provider in the region,’’ 
said Lauren Freifeld, Executive Director of 
Waterstone of Westchester. “While most of 
our residents are active and independent, it’s 
a comfort to know that they will have access 
to high quality care right in their own commu-
nity.’’

Founded in 1901, VNS Westchester, has 
over a century of experience providing unpar-

From L-R: John Byrne, Administrator at VNS Westchester; Diane Law, Administrator at VNS Westchester; Adam Lakas, 
Executive Chef of Waterstone of Westchester; Rosanne Alfano, Senior Advisor at Waterstone of Westchester; Lauren Freifeld, 
Executive Director Waterstone of Westchester; Regina Melly, Director of Business Development at VNS Westchester; Ellen 
Mancuso, Business Office Manager at Waterstone of Westchester; Patrice Griffiths, Waterstone of Westchester; Madelyn 
Silverstein, Life Enrichment Director at Waterstone of Westchester. 
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Exhibition Explores Inclusive Recounting of 
the Past and Present

ArtsWestchester’s first gallery exhibition of 
2022 asks challenging questions about truth and 
history.

Now open, the art in Who Writes History? 
considers how images and language (together and 
independently) shape our collective memory and 
mainstream narratives. Through their works, 21 
participating artists attempt to manifest a more 
inclusive recounting of the past and present.

“Our exhibition asks questions that are roil-
ing our society today: What is the ‘Truth?’ Is there 
one truth? Or are there many? Who ‘owns’ histo-
ry? Does it belong to the writers and those written 
about? Or do we all have a share as a collective?” 
said ArtsWestchester CEO Janet Langsam.

Who Writes History? consists of events at 
ArtsWestchester’s gallery, online and in venues 
around Westchester County.

Live events include multi-media perfor-
mance event blending visual art with poetry, mu-
sic, and dance by Marcy B. Freedman on May 7 and 
Los Herederos’ June 11 installation of their sonicy-
cle, an itinerant sound device, documentary tool, 
and community organizing-activation platform.

Lectures include a session on public art’s role 
in civil discourse with artist Jean-Marc Superville 
Sovak and White Plains Mayor Thomas Roach, 
who will discuss the significance behind the dis-
play of a statue of Harriet Tubman in downtown 
White Plains.

A full roster of Who Writes History? events is 
posted on ArtsWestchester’s website.

Who Writes History? runs through July 3 at 
ArtsWestchester’s gallery, 31 Mamaroneck Ave. 
General admission costs $5 and members are free.

ArtsWestchester requires proof of vaccina-
tion for entry to the gallery and related events and 
attendees must wear face coverings for all in-per-
son programming.

 For more than 55 years, ArtsWestchester 
has been the community’s connection to the arts. 
Founded in 1965, it is the largest, private, not-for-

profit arts council in New York State. Its mission is 
to provide leadership, vision, and support, to en-
sure the availability, accessibility, and diversity of 
the arts. ArtsWestchester provides programs and 
services that enrich the lives of everyone in West-
chester County. ArtsWestchester helps fund con-
certs, exhibitions and plays through grants; brings 
artists into schools and community centers; advo-
cates for the arts; and builds audiences through 
diverse marketing initiatives. In 1998, ArtsWest-
chester purchased the nine-story neo-classical 
bank building at 31 Mamaroneck Avenue which 
has since been transformed into a multi-use re-
source for artists, cultural organizations, and the 
community. A two-story gallery is located on the 
first floor of ArtsWestchester’s historic building 
in downtown White Plains. For more information 
about ArtsWestchester’s programs and services, 
visit artsw.org

"I Am A Rainbow Too" by Jeffrey Gibson. Photo 
courtesy of ArtsWestchester.

St. Vincent’s Hospital in Harrison to Hold Spring Sprint
St. Vincent’s Hospital Westchester, a divi-

sion of the Saint Joseph’s Medical Center, will 
hold its Annual Spring Sprint Run/Walk on Sat-
urday, May 7.  

Hosted by the St. Vincent’s Hospital Aux-
iliary, the event start will start at 9:00 am at 
the St. Vincent's Harrison campus. Check-in 
starts at 8:00 am. Participation fee is $30. The 
event supports mental health and addiction 
recovery services at St. Vincent's. 

St. Vincent’s Hospital Westchester division 
of Saint Joseph’s Medical Center offers inpatient 
and outpatient mental health and addiction 
treatment services at its campus in Harrison and 
at off-site locations in White Plains, Tuckahoe, 

and Port Chester. 
St. Vincent’s also provides mobile crisis ser-

vices for Westchester County, manages residential 
services for more than 1,200 individuals in West-
chester County and New York City and operates 
three opioid treatment centers in New York City. 

“The need for helping people who are 
challenged by mental illness and addiction has 
grown even more critical in the aftermath of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. By participating in this 
event, you are helping us to meet this growing 
need,” said Michael Spicer, President and CEO of 
Saint Joseph’s Medical Center.

To register visit  https://www.saintjosephs.
org/about-us/event/st.-vincent's-spring-sprint.  

HERRO Program to Assist Volunteer Fire and EMS Agencies
continued from page 5

alleled, skilled nursing, rehabilitation, home 
health aides, social work and care coordina-
tion services to people right at home. VNS 
Westchester is accredited every three years 
by CHAP (Community Health Accreditation 
Program), and consistently exceeds that orga-
nization’s national standard of excellence.

Among some of the services VNS West-
chester can provide to residents are: 
• Regular visits and care management by a reg-

istered nurse
• Physical, occupational and speech rehabili-

tation
• Medical social work
• Medication management
• Consultations with a registered dietician
• Home health aides
• TeleHealth remote monitoring

Located on Bloomingdale Road in White 
Plains, the luxury independent senior resi-
dence for 62 + includes 132 apartments and 
offers a full array of exceptional amenities 
including a movie theater, fitness center, 

indoor pool, lobby bar, art studio and salon. 
Services include chauffeured car service, ga-
rage parking and on-site concierge. Gourmet 
cuisine, which is served in a variety of on-site 
dining venues, is prepared by professional 
chefs who use locally sourced and seasonal 
ingredients.  

Waterstone of Westchester features a 
choice of spacious one-bedroom, two-bed-
room and two-bedroom plus den apartments, 
complete with elegant high-end finishes and 
upgrades. 

Waterstone of Westchester is the latest 
best-in-class independent living community 
created by leaders in the field EPOCH Senior 
Living and National Development. EPOCH Se-
nior Living operates 13 senior living commu-
nities in the Northeast. Waterstone of West-
chester is the company’s first independent 
living community in New York State.  For more 
information about Waterstone of Westches-
ter, visit www.waterstoneofwestchester.com 
or call 914-821-6369.

“The State of Our County is United, Says Latimer”
Westchester County Execu-

tive George Latimer delivered his 
fifth State of the County Address 
in the Legislative Chambers of 
the Board of Legislators on April 
21. Latimer assured all residents 
of Westchester County that 
while a war of aggression rages 
across the ocean, here in West-
chester County – we are united.

Latimer said: “While others 
are divided, while others swim in 
opposing tides fighting currents 
and waves of destruction – we – 
the State of our County – is unit-
ed,” Latimer said.

Latimer touted Westchester County’s surg-
ing population, with more than one million people 
collectively calling Westchester County home. The 
Hudson Gateway Association of Realtors reported a 
“record-breaking year in 2021,” with home prices up 
and inventory down as the demand for Westchester 
real estate soared.

“We know families are pouring in, we know 
houses are flying off the market. We know it because 
we see it on our block,” Latimer said. “The County’s 
population grew by 5.8 percent between 2010 and 
2020, ahead of the Census Bureau’s own estimates.”

The County Executive stressed the importance 
cutting County property taxes again for Westches-
ter’s homeowners – a seven million dollar cut in the 
2022 budget, and a promise to strive for another cut 
in the future. Latimer closed out 2021 with a $64 mil-
lion-dollar operating surplus, all while maintaining 
Westchester County’s essential services. 

“We are launching new and innovative pro-
grams, but despite the rhetoric, we aren’t raising 
taxes to do it. After four full years of smart, prudent 
fiscal management by my administration, West-
chester County’s bond ratings now stand as ‘stable’ 
by all three major rating agencies.”

Latimer applauded the brave men and wom-
en of the County departments of Public Safety and 
Probation, for helping to keep crime down and our 
residents safe in Westchester. In Westchester Coun-
ty we are tough on crime, and the numbers prove it.

Latimer placed a special focus on the de-
velopment of affordable housing, supported by a 
combined total of $50 million allocated in the 2022 
Capital Budget, representing the largest single year 
commitment to affordable housing in the County’s 
history. With affordable housing developments 
opening in Port Chester, Yonkers, Rye Brook, Green-

burgh and numerous other 
neighborhoods, and more than 
4,400 in the pipeline since 2018, 
Latimer has proven that afford-
able housing is a top priority.

The State of the County 
address included a video series 
detailing Westchester Coun-
ty’s path forward, including a 
focus on crime reduction with 
the help of the County’s Public 
Safety and Probation Depart-
ments, a behind-the-scenes look 
at long-standing building and 
infrastructure projects like Me-

morial Field, and the completion of the Westchester 
County 9/11 First Responders Memorial. 

The speech also highlighted several initiatives 
the Latimer Administration has accomplished, in-
cluding:  A 2021 Budget that closed with no layoffs, 
no furloughs, no service cuts or borrowing for pen-
sion costs; A recognition of the County’s Health De-
partment for their continuous efforts throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic, including hosting more 
than 200 pop-up vaccination clinics and conduct-
ing more than 400 thousand case investigations for 
COVID-19;

 The continued success of the Office of Eco-
nomic Development, including new and innovative 
programs to support job growth in Westchester; 
A combined total of $50 million dollars for Afford-
able Housing, the largest single-year commitment 
to affordable housing in the County’s history; The 
creation of Project Alliance in partnership with the 
departments of Community Mental Health, Public 
Safety, Emergency Services and Social Services to 
address the needs of residents with behavior health 
challenges;  The revamping of a community-based 
Public Engagement Program to support the Master 
Plan on Westchester County Airport;

The grand opening of the County’s new Vet-
erans Service Agency office in White Plains; The 
electrification of Westchester County’s Bee-Line Bus 
fleet; An ongoing celebration of all cultures and her-
itages throughout Westchester County.

Latimer concluded, “We learned during the 
pandemic that no one person can care for all the 
sick, no one person can test all the worried, or vac-
cinate all the willing.  No one person can teach the 
young, and no one person can restore our faith – no 
one person can do anything alone. But fear not, be-
cause we have each other. One Westchester. And we 
are building our future – together.”
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LIFE-SAVING 
CARDIAC SURGERY. 
NOW IN THE HEART 
OF WESTCHESTER.
Advanced Cardiac Care at White Plains Hospital.
Your heart is in the Hudson Valley. So how you care for your heart should be too.  

That’s why internationally-renowned surgeons from Montefiore Einstein are now performing open-heart surgery at 
White Plains Hospital. This makes us one of the only hospitals in the county providing this advanced level of cardiac care. 

Visit wphospital.org/cardiacsurgery to learn more about our award-winning care.

WHITE PLAINS HOSPITAL MONTEFIORE-EINSTEIN
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Fordham University Veterans Support Ukraine
Fordham University’s 

Student Veteran Associa-
tion (SVA) has partnered 
with Veselka, a Ukrainian 
restaurant in New York City, 
and Razom, a nonprofit in 
New York City, to provide 
support to Ukraine. Ford-
ham set up stations on its 
campus in West Harrison, 
Rose Hill (the Bronx) and 
Lincoln Center (NYC), to 
collect items including 
first-aid supplies, packaged 
foods, baby supplies and 
clothing items. Student vet-
erans packaged the supplies 
for shipping and delivered 
them to Veselka, which is 
working with Razom to 
handle the logistics of getting the supplies to the people who need them in Ukraine.  

“We’re proud to collaborate with Veselka and Razom and to help the people of Ukraine,” said Matt Butler, 
MSgt. USMC (Ret.), Director of Military and Veterans’ Services at Fordham University. “Here at Fordham, we’re 
fortunate to have such a caring and dedicated community. Our student veterans are always on the lookout for 
ways to help those in need and our community is always quick to respond to the call for action. We thank every-
one who has helped in this important effort.”

Fordham’s SVA is the No. 1 student veteran’s association in the New York metropolitan area, according to 
Student Veterans of America. The association helps foster community and support for Fordham’s 400 veterans 
and military-connected students. Fordham is an approved Yellow Ribbon Program University, which guaran-
tees that all tuition and fees are fully covered for admitted veterans who are classified in the VA’s maximum 
benefit category of eligibility. Fordham is one of the top-ranked military-inclusive colleges in New York City and 
is listed in the top ranks of other leading national publications for military and veterans. It is one of only five 
universities in New York State to be included in the “Keys to Veterans Success” listing by the U.S. Department of 
Education. For more information, visit www.fordham.edu/veterans/.

The Fordham Student Veteran Association prepares donated items to be shipped to 
Ukraine: (from left) Matt Butler, MSgt. USMC (Ret.), Director of Military and Veterans' Ser-
vices at Fordham; student veterans Miguel Pinto, Tre'Von Knight-Watkins, Emma Cassidy, 
Damian Grady and Daniel Slowinski; and Steven Hellman, USCG veteran, Assistant Director 
of Military and Veterans' Services at Fordham University.

We're Hiring!
Advertising Sales 
Executives

• Goal oriented
• Organized and Efficient
• Able to Prospect New Business
• Adaptable and Quick Study
• Great Customer Service Skills

BENEFITS
• Excellent work environment
• Liberal commission and 

incentives

SEND RESUME TO
es@shorelinepub.com

SWING BY THE GOLF SHOP 
TO MEET THE STAFF AND 

TOUR THE CLUBHOUSE
info@harrisonmeadowscc.com

harrisonmeadowscc.com • 914.925.7001

OPEN FOR PLAY
We are

AATT   TT HH EE   all-new
HH AA RR RR II SS OO NN   MM EEAA DD OOWW SS !!

We have daily fees and passes 
exclusively available to Harrison, 

Purchase and West Harrison golfers.
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The April May June Team is a team of real estate salespersons affi liated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

Sisters. Locals. Realtors.

THE APRIL MAY JUNE TEAM

April Saxe | May Burke | June Hatch
Licensed Real Estate Salespersons
M. 914.882.3279 | aprilmayjune@compass.com
Rye Offi ce: 80 Theodore Fremd Avenue, Rye, NY 10580

With deep roots and trusted 
experience to guide you home.
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Informed by Nature on View at Harrison 
Public Library

Harrison Public Library 
presents "Informed by Nature" by 
Suzanne Montresor, Helen Schil-
iro, and Virginia Zelman, on view 
until May 6. 

The three artists in this 
show rely on the beauty of nature 
for their inspiration.  Suzanne 
Montresor is exhibiting her 
graphite and watercolor draw-
ings, Helen Schiliro is exhibiting 
her recent oil and acrylic paint-
ings and Virginia Zelman is ex-
hibiting her recent oil paintings.

“Creating this body of work, 
I tried to capture a fleeting mo-
ment in my memory. I often mix 
the hard edges of squares against 
the soft flow of curves to create 
a painting within a painting.  I 
think the absence of color and the use of shading, and details, enhance the sculptural aspects of my 
paintings and drawings,” noted Suzanne Montresor.

“My images are taken directly from life, from sketches or photos I’ve taken, or very often from 
memories or imagined places.  I have always been particularly drawn to seascapes and areas along the 
Sound, ponds, rivers, streams and inlets.  I never tire of trying to capture the currents and effects of light 
and the transitions between sky, sea and earth,” said Helen Schiliro.

“My paintings are inspired by nature as recorded in the many and varied photos I take. One photo 
may become the basis for many paintings or one painting may include aspects of different photos.  My 
objective is to make an interpretation of nature not a representation. This requires invention as well 
as observation. Painting is exciting for me when I explore the paint to find a result which satisfies me,” 
Virginia Zelman explained. 

For more information see http://www.harrisonpl.org or call 914-835-0324.

Koi Pond {Pic} by Helen Schiliro

Celebrating 20 Years in Business!
1895 Palmer Avenue, Larchmont NY 10538

(914) 834-9888

Call for Schedule
Dine in  •  Catering Available  

Delivery Within 5 Miles
TurqGourmet1895@gmail.com

Order Online

turquoiseny.com
Hours: Mon - Sat, Noon to 11 pm 

& Sun 5 - 9 pm

Live Entertainment 
& 

Belly Dancers!

The Julia Brasesco Team is a team of real estate agents affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to 
errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other 
professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage. Compass #1 Brokerage in the U.S. - Source: Real Trends 3/16/22 - #1 US Brokerage in Closed 2021 Sales Volume.

Let the Julia Brasesco Team 
elevate your real estate journey.
Compass: #1 US brokerage in closed sales volume.

Our Exclusive Rental Listings at 550 Halstead Ave, Harrison

Julia Brasesco Team at Compass
Julia Brasesco
M: 914.450.8338
julia.brasesco@compass.com
juliabhomes.com
Licensed in NY and CT under Julia Brasesco
80 Theodore Fremd Ave, Rye, NY 10580

Trust our team of experts to provide you with 
the service you deserve. Whether selling, 
buying, or landing an interim rental, your next 
residence is our ultimate goal.
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Local High School Students Advance to National and 
International Science and Engineering Competitions

Thirty-Five local high school students from 
Westchester and Putnam counties will represent 
the region at national and international science 
and engineering competitions after advancing 
at the 21st annual Regeneron Westchester (and 
Putnam) Science & Engineering Fair (WESEF). 
Winners were announced at a celebratory awards 
ceremony at Somers High School on March 24. In 
addition, approximately 200 students were recog-
nized with top awards and prizes. 

On March 19 and 20, participants, mostly se-
niors and juniors from Westchester and Putnam 
counties, showcased their multi-year science re-
search projects virtually to judges during the sci-
ence fair competition. 

Twenty students won spots to compete at the 
Regeneron International Science & Engineering 
Fair (ISEF), the largest international science fair 
in the world. ISEF will be held May 7 – 13 in Atlan-
ta, GA, and will bring together more than 1,800 
science fair winners from over 75 countries in a 
hybrid format. 

ISEF Finalists include:   From Harrison, Mai 
Blaustein; Research: Identification of Chemical 
Contaminants in Spiked Beverages with the use 
of Infrared Spectroscopy through Development 
of Inexpensive and Inconspicuous Device to Iden-
tify Date-Rape Drugs; From Harrison, Jack Kelly; 
Research: Quantifying Linguistic Polarization for 

Congressional Representatives Facing Primary 
Challengers: A Random Effects Logit Regression 
Approach; From Mamaroneck, Tista Goswa-
mi: Research: SMART-Screen: A Point-of-Care 
COVID-19 Active Replication Detection System.

Fifteen students won a spot at the Interna-
tional Genius Olympiad, where more than 500 
students from over 70 countries will compete with 
projects focused on sustainability in the areas 
of energy, environment, engineering and global 
health. The International Genius Olympiad will 
take place [virtually] in early June in Rochester, 
NY.

International Genius Olympiad Finalists in-
clude Anna Barlis, New Rochelle: Behavioral and 
Social Sciences and Aadi Bhattacharya, Rye Coun-
try Day: Cellular and Molecular Biology.

The Regeneron - Westchester Science and 
Engineering Fair, is made possible by the generous 
contributions of local corporations including Re-
generon Pharmaceuticals, Con Edison and Boeh-
ringer Ingelheim Cares Foundation,. Additional 
sponsors include Westchester Academy of Med-
icine, Carl Zeiss Microscopy, Momentive Perfor-
mance Materials and others. In total, the sponsors 
have donated over $150,000 for this year’s event, 
enabling WESEF to award nearly 60 percent of all 
students with some form of recognition.  

For more information, visit www.wesef.org.

New State Grant will Support Economic 
Recovery Efforts Through the Arts

Artists in the Hudson Valley are cheering 
with the news that ArtsWestchester has been 
awarded a $500,000 grant to use the arts to sup-
port economic development and promote tour-
ism in the city of White Plains. The Market New 
York grant from I LOVE NY/New York State’s Divi-
sion of Tourism was awarded to ArtsWestchester 
through the state's Regional Economic Develop-
ment Council initiative.

The state grant will help ArtsWestchester 
mount the Serious Fun Arts Festival from Octo-
ber 12-16 of this year, a five-day celebration of the 
cultural community where art and music will take 
over White Plains. 

ArtsWestchester CEO Janet Langsam said, 
“The Market NY grant gives ArtsWestchester an 
opportunity to showcase the vast talent that exists 
in the Hudson Valley Region. The Serious Fun Arts 
Festival is the capstone project of more than five 
years of work and planning in public art. We know 
this investment in public art and placemaking will 
enliven the city for years to come.”

Westchester muralist Daniel Carello said, 
“I'm thrilled to hear the news about the arts festi-
val grant. It will certainly help the arts community 
which has greatly been affected by the pandemic 
- with financial support and aid in restoring en-
thusiasm and an espirit de corps among artists 
during this challenging period.”

The Serious Fun Arts Festival will brighten 
the city with arts activities ranging from concerts 
to live mural painting, a public art walking tour 
to dancing in the streets. There will be sculpture, 
performance art, massive public art unveilings by 
renowned artists, fun family artmaking and more 
throughout the downtown.

The timing of the festival capitalizes on the 
fall foliage period when consumers seek accessi-
ble, exciting destinations for long weekends. The 
event will be a perfect outing for locals and visi-
tors coming to White Plains by bus, train or car 
and traveling up the Hudson Valley. Successful 
“mural fests” in urban settings like Jersey City, 
Miami and Brooklyn inspired the strategy behind 
Serious Fun.

Empire State Development Vice President 
and Executive Director of Tourism Ross D. Levi 
said, "The Serious Fun Arts Festival will bring 
the arts outdoors in a fun and innovative way for 
residents and visitors alike. Paired with local mu-
seums and historical sites, outdoor activities on 

the nearby Empire State Trail, and farm-to-table 
food and craft beverage offerings, it will make for 
a great weekend getaway, and we encourage every-
one to come be a part of some serious fun."

White Plains Mayor Tom Roach and Janet 
Langsam were on a recent MTA panel to select a 
major new work of art for the Metro North Train 
Station, which just completed a $94 Million ren-
ovation. Visitors coming to White Plains by train 
are now welcomed to the city by two major art in-
stallations by Barbara Takanaga commissioned by 
MTA Arts & Design.

Mayor Tom Roach explained, “A number of 
years ago, Janet Langsam and ArtsWestchester 
articulated to me their vision of weaving art into 
the city's downtown landscape by incorporating 
it into mixed use development projects and oth-
er public improvement projects occurring in the 
city. Since that time, they have pursued making 
this vision a reality with laser focus and steadfast 
attention. Clearly, their efforts have paid off and 
White Plains is the better for it. "Serious Fun" 
aims to coalesce the variety of public art projects 
that have been completed and launch several new 
ones in a 5-day event that will attract new visitors 
and position White Plains as a creative force in the 
county well into the future."

In addition to Takanaga’s luminescent mo-
saics at the train station, the 2022 fall arts festival 
will spotlight new, landmark artwork, including:

• A two-story reflective stainless steel 
tear drop sculpture by Bulgarian artist Georgi 
Minchev.

• A nine-story vibrant fabric installa-
tion by internationally renowned artist Amanda 
Browder.

• A skyscraper-high landmark mural by a 
celebrity of the street art scene.

• Three sculpture installations by Hud-
son Valley artists.

ArtsWestchester has been working with 
multiple major developers such as Ginsburg De-
velopment Companies; LMC, a Lennar Company; 
the Beitel Group and Trinity Financial to incorpo-
rate public art into new residential housing proj-
ects.

The Festival is ArtsWestchester’s latest in-
vestment in a public art program that since 2020 
has provided artists with more than $700,000 in 
grants and commissions and delivered two dozen 
new works throughout Westchester County. 

The Harrison Public Library's Adult and Teen Programs 
Many exciting programs are in the May 

schedule at The Harrison Public Library, 2 Bruce 
Avenue. A Zumba Gold Series will be held Monday, 
May 2, May 16, June 6 and June 20, online with Di-
ane Sorg at 11 am. Register at https://www.harri-
sonpl.org/events/9000405

The Three Amigos of Mental Health Work-
shop with Michael Weinstein will take place in 
the Community Room and Online on May 4 with 
Michael Weitzman who will share his experience 
with mental health in honor of Mental Health 
Wellness Month. Michael has a unique approach 
to tackling mental health and uses humor as a 
healing factor. A Q&A will follow his talk.  Regis-
tration is required for this hybrid 7 pm program at 
https://www.harrisonpl.org/events/9000417.

A Bling's the Thing: Beaded Earrings Work-
shop with Joan Lloyd will be showing  how to 
make beautiful beaded earrings. For each pair you 
make, you create a second one for donation to a 
women's homeless shelter in Westchester Count-
er. Registration is required for this onsite program 
at https://www.harrisonpl.org/events/9000418 on 
May 6 in the Community Room at  3:30 pm.

On Tuesday, May 10 at 11am in the Com-
munity Room, an Origami Workshop will be 
held. No experience required. Register for this 
on-site program at https://www.harrisonpl.org/
events/9001121

Join online for a special astronomy program 
on Zoom with Dr. Joe Rao called Night of the Red 
Moon on May 13 at 6pm. All bodies in the solar sys-
tem which receive light from the Sun cast a shad-
ow into space. When the shadow of one body falls 
upon another, an eclipse occurs. When the Moon 
wanders into the shadow cast into space by our 
home planet, we are then treated to a lunar eclipse. 

An eclipse of the Moon is a dramatic natural event 
which has been described in records going back 
for centuries in many civilizations.  Ancient as-
tronomers or wise men discovered certain cycles 
of occurrence of eclipses, which then allowed pre-
diction. Accurate prediction could then command 
power and prestige. On Sunday night, May 15th, a 
Total Eclipse of the Moon will take place. Here in 
the Northeast US, we will have ringside seats for 
this event, as the total phase of this eclipse will 
occur well up in the southern sky during the late 
evening hours. In this presentation, Rao provides 
all the details on how to best prepare for this re-
markable celestial sight, as well as talk about oth-
er important eclipse events that will occur in the 
near future. Register for this program at https://
www.harrisonpl.org/events/9001148

On Saturday, May 14, from 10 AM - 5 PM, a 
Defensive Driving Discount Course will be led by 
Sam Eskander. This class is a full day (7-hours). 

There will be a lunch break. Fee is $30 in cash, 
payable to Sam Eskander. Held in the Community 
Room, registration is required for this, on site at 
https://www.harrisonpl.org/events/9001150.

"How to Build Resilience" with Dr. Caren 
Boruch-Feldman will take place on Monday, May 
16 at 7 pm, in the Community Room and online. 
Registration is required at https://www.harrison-
pl.org/events/9017266

Keeping backyards and lawns safe is import-
ant as we prepare for the summer. Join for a spe-
cial talk on Bird-Friendly Backyards with Anne 
Swaim , Executive Director of the Saw Mill River 
Audubon on Wednesday, May 18 online at 7 pm. 
Register online for the Zoom link at https://www.
harrisonpl.org/events/9014160

The Global Reads Book Club will have a dis-
cussion of House on Endless Waters by Israeli au-
thor Emuna Elon, online on May 10 at 7pm. In the 
tradition of The Invisible Bridge and The History of 
Love, comes an exquisitely moving novel about a 
writer who discovers the truth about his mother’s 
wartime years in Amsterdam, unearthing a shock-
ing family secret that becomes the subject of his 
magnum opus. Part family mystery, part wartime 
drama, House on Endless Waters is an unforgetta-
ble meditation on identity, belonging, and the in-
extricable nature of past and present. Register at 
https://www.harrisonpl.org/events/9001248

For more information, call the library at 
(914)-835-0324.

Dr. Joe Rao
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How to Identify Hidden References of Teen’s 
Drug or Alcohol Use

The Auxiliary of Saint Joseph’s Medical Cen-
ter of Yonkers and The Maxwell Institute of Tuck-
ahoe will host a program for parents on how to 
identify hidden references and paraphernalia that 
could indicate a teen’s drug or alcohol use. 

Called Hidden in Plain Sight, the program 
will feature a replica of a teen’s bedroom that will 
test your knowledge and strength your observa-
tional skills. The replica of an adolescent’s bed-
room is set up with common items teens use to 
hide drug paraphernalia. The interactive program 
is presented by Lillian Neuman, CASAC, Director 
of Outreach and Prevention Education for The 
Maxwell Institute, which is part of Saint Joseph’s 
Medical Center.

The program will be held Thursday, May 19 
from 7:00 -8:30 pm at the Bronxville Public Li-
brary, 201 Pondfield Road, Bronxville. Doors open 
at 6:30 pm. The event is free. Preregistration is 
required. To RSVP visit www.saintjosephs.org/
about-us/event/hidden-in-plain-sight

“Realizing that you or a loved one needs help 
is tough. If you take steps to get help early, you can 
avoid some of the devastating effects of addiction,” 
said Karen Goldman-Hertz, LCSW, Director of 

The Maxwell Institute in Tuckahoe, an outpatient 
center for addiction recovery that is part of Saint 
Joseph’s Medical Center in Yonkers. 

The Maxwell Institute offers a range of indi-
vidual and group outpatient services, including 
medication-assisted treatment, for adults and 
adolescents. Services are provided by licensed 
professionals who work collaboratively with out-
side providers as needed. Maxwell’s adolescent 
program meets twice a week, with group therapy 
on topics such as education about the disease of 
alcoholism, development of positive coping skills, 
self-esteem and boundary issues. The Maxwell In-
stitute is a Community Fund supported program. 

Maxwell also offers community education 
services, which include: Free presentations to 
school and community groups on topics such as: 
the dangers of vaping and marijuana use, cottage 
talks, and adjustment to college life; Free virtual 
training on the use of naloxone overdose rescue 
kits is offered on the third Thursday of the month 
via Zoom. These programs are presented by Lil-
lian Neuman, CASAC, Director of Outreach and 
Prevention Education.  To register, email ssal@
drugcrisisinourbackyard.com. 

New Board BOL Legislative Director
Marcello Figueroa has joined the Westchester 

County Board of Legislators as its new Legislative Di-
rector, Chairwoman Catherine Borgia announced.

Figueroa will be responsible for stewarding 
County law from ideas, through drafting, the com-
mittee process and on to passage, working closely 
with Board leadership, Legislators, Board staff as 
well as the County's Law Department and the Coun-
ty Executive’s office.

The Yonkers native comes to the Board from 
the office of State Senator Elijah Reichlin-Melnick, 
where he also served as Legislative Director, work-
ing with the Senator to pass significate legislation 
such as a measure to increase funding for early in-
tervention services for young children with devel-
opmental delays and disabilities, and a measure to 
fund the Firearm Violence Research Institute.

A Fordham Law School graduate, Figueroa has 
also served as an aide to then-Assemblymember, 
now State Senator Shelly Mayer.

Figueroa said, "I thank Chairwoman Borgia for this opportunity to join a dynamic leadership team. 
When I was working at the State level, we often looked to the Westchester Board of Legislators as an 
example of leadership in action to support working families, protect public health, preserve our envi-
ronment, and promote social justice. I'm looking forward to doing everything I can to help our County 
Legislators build on that legacy."

Chairwoman Borgia (D - Cortlandt, Croton on Hudson, Ossining, Briarcliff Manor, Peekskill) said, 
"I'm so grateful that Marcello has agreed to join us at the Board. His intelligence, energy and fresh ideas, 
as well as his familiarity with the legislative process through his work at the State level, will be huge 
assets to us at the Board and to all the people of Westchester who elected us to do the people's work."

Marcello Figueroa

Three Harrison High School Students 
Qualify for Regeneron International 
Science and Engineering Fair

Harrison High School Se-
niors Mai Blaustein, Ariella 
Blackman, and Jack Kelly, have 
qualified to compete in the high-
ly competitive and prestigious 
Regeneron International Science 
and Engineering Fair in May. All 
three students are participants 
in the Harrison High School Sci-
ence Research Program.

The Westchester Science 
& Engineering Fair (WESEF) en-
courages students to participate 
in hands on science by provid-
ing a forum for showcasing the 
outstanding research of high 
school students in Westchester 
& Putnam counties of New York 
and sponsoring the top students 
from the fair to advance to the Regeneron Interna-
tional Science & Engineering Fair (ISEF). 

Mai and Jack won "Best in Fair" (top 20 proj-
ects) at WESEF, which qualified them for the Re-
generon International Science and Engineering 
Fair (ISEF) competition in Atlanta, May 7-13th.  
Approximately 550 students from 39 schools com-
peted at WESEF this year. 

Mai and Jack also placed first in their respec-
tive competition categories, Mai in Chemistry and 
Jack in Behavioral Sciences. In addition, Mai won 
the SM Materials Education Foundation Award for 
outstanding research in materials engineering.

Mai, Ariella Blackman and Zaynab Faisal also 
qualified for the final round of the New York State 
Science and Engineering Fair (NYSSEF). Since Mai 
already qualified for ISEF, only Ariella & Zaynab 
competed at the state fair. Ariella won first place in 

her competition category, was named among the top 
15 projects out of almost 300, and won the Mu Alpha 
Theta award for creative use of math.  As a result, Ari-
ella also qualified for ISEF. Zaynab earned honorable 
mention and won the Stockholm Junior Water Prize.

Additional WESEF 2022 Awards Earned by 
Harrison High School Students: Morgan Reme-
za: 2nd place in Environmental Science, and En-
vironmental Perspiration Award; Katie Pflieger: 
3rd Place in Bioinformatics; Ariella Blackman: 4th 
Place in Plant Sciences, and American Meteoro-
logical Association Award; Nicole Giandomenico: 
4th Place in Cellular & Molecular Biology; Keelan 
Vaswani: Honorable Mention in Behavioral Sci-
ences; Yuiko Suzuki: Honorable Mention in Be-
havioral Sciences; Macarena Hesse: United States 
Air Force Award; Zaynab Faisal: Teatown Young 
Environmentalist Award.

Harrison High School Seniors, Ariella Blackman, Jack Kelly, and Mai Blaustein, will 
compete at the Regeneron International Science and Engineering Fair in May.

LMK Students Receive Medals at 
New York State Science Olympiad

Four LMK Middle School students received medals at the New York State Science Olympiad 
competition: Atharv Gandhi and Mizuki Shimatani,  Event: Crave the Wave; Isani Mitra and Ron 
Blaustein, Event: Road Scholars.

Science Olympiad at LMK is a club that meets throughout the school year where students 
prepare for competitions against other middle schools regionally and across the state. In total, 
fourteen LMK students qualified at the Lower Hudson Valley Science Olympiad and earned an 
invitation to the New York State Competition in Eastern Syracuse, where 40 teams competed in 23 
different events.  This is the first year LMK students advanced to the state competition. Student 
teams compete in five categories: Life, Personal, and Social Science; Earth & Space Science; Phys-
ical Science and Chemistry; Technology & Engineering; Inquiry & Nature of Science. 

The goal of the New York State Science Olympiad is to engage and challenge students in Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics through team-based, competitive tournaments 
throughout New York State.

NYS Science Olympiad Medalists Ron Blaustein and Isani Mitra

NYS Science Olympiad Medalists, Mizuki 
Shimatani and Atharv Gandhi
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ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, 
records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 
914-235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  Excellent 
References. Call 914-602-7318.

JIMMY’S CUSTOM FLOORING
Jimmy’s Custom Flooring offers floor installation, floor repair and floor refinishing. We do drywall and 
painting! Call 914-469-5585 for details. Licensed and insured.

TREE OF LIFE MUSIC THERAPY
Are you or an aging family member seeking joy and enrichment?  Experiencing loneliness or 
memory loss?  Engage and relax through music during weekly sessions in your home or virtu-
ally.  Songs from the 40’s, 50’s, 60’s and more... Sing along or simply enjoy listening.  Contact 
Josh at 914-391-2867.

IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and 
Companion.  Experienced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.

RIVER FRESH AWNING SERVICES
Mobile service that’s at your convenience. River Fresh Detailing offers a wide array of services 
from Awning Cleaning, Pressure Wash, Driveways, Houses and many more. Tel: 914-573-9364 
Email: riverfreshdetailing1@gmail.com Facebook and Instagram: riverfreshdetailing

BUSINESS CARDS

May Calendar of Events
Mamaroneck will hold a School Budget Vote 

on May 17  

The Emelin Theatre, 153 Library Lane, Ma-
maroneck will host the following: 

The Great Guitars on Thursday, May 5, 
2022 @ 8PM, featuring Martin Taylor, Frank Vi-
gnola, and John Jorgenson. This is the fourth 
event in the 2022 Emelin Jazz Circle series. 

Melanie Kraut on Saturday May 7, 2022 @ 
8PM, Westchester’s own Melanie Kraut and her 
Broadway guest artists perform an incredible eve-
ning of music ranging from Broadway standards 
to Country to the screaming vocals of classic Rock 
’n’ Roll.  

Mark Morris Dance Group on Friday, May 
13, 2022 @ 8PM, Morris will present a full evening 
of dance accompanied by live music, from his rep-
ertoire of over 150 company works, many of which 
are widely considered masterpieces. 

Leo Kottke on Saturday, May 14, 2022 @ 
8PM. Kottke is arguably one of the most important 
and influential acoustic steel-string fingerstyle 
guitarists of the 20th century. Highly innovative, 
he is known for his compelling original composi-
tions as well as his inspired arrangements of cover 
songs. Kottke has collaborated with a wide range 
of musicians, from Chet Atkins to Procul Harum 
to the Violent Femmes, and most notably Phish 
bassist Mike Gordon. He’s been awarded two 
GRAMMY award nominations.

 Visit www.emelin.org for updates or email 
boxoffice@emelin.org for tickets.

The annual Taste of Harrison event will take 
place on May 15th from 12-3pm.  Tickets on sale now 
at https://www.harrisonpl.org/taste-of-harrison. A 
family friendly outdoor tasting featuring restau-
rants and shops in Downtown Harrison.  Partici-
pants can stroll, taste or hop on the free shuttle.   All 
money raised benefits the Harrison Public Library.  
Purchase tickets in advance at https://www.harri-
sonpl.org/taste-of-harrison and save $5.

On June 2, 3 and 4th, raindate June 7, The 
Larchmont Chamber of Commerce is hosting 
Sidewalk Sales. Visit Larchmontchamber10538.
org to learn more.

The Mamaroneck Public Library, 136 Pros-
pect Avenue, will present the following: The pho-
tos and artwork of John Cuddy of Mamaroneck, 
will be on view in the Warner Gallery through 
May; Mindfulness Meditation for Sleep Series 
with Instructor Jane Meryll, will take place May 
12, 19 and 26 at 7pm. Register at mamaroneckli-
brary,org/events. Co-sponsored with the Harri-
son, Pelham and New Rochelle libraries.

On May 11th at 7pm on zoom, Sheri Koones 
will discuss small houses and sustainable build-

ing. For more information call the library 698-
1250.

Sponsored by The Friends of the Mama-
roneck Library, a Communal Drum Circle will be 
held at Harbor Island on May 19, June 16 and July 
14 at 2:30pm. This special program features Na-
nette Garcia, percussionist and educator. She will 
lead adults in a Community Drum Circle. Bring a 
folding chair and a drum if you have one. There is a 
limited supply of drums. Parking is available, just 
let the gate attendant know you are attending a 
Mamaroneck Library program. Register@mama-
ronecklibrary.org/events

Westchester County ‘s annual 54th Salute 
to Seniors event will have multiple dates. May 4, 
in Southern Westchester, Sprain Ridge Park, 149 
Jackson Avenue, Yonkers, respond by 4/26; May 
11, Central Westchester, Ridge Road Park, 287 
Ridge Road, Hartsdale, respond by 5/3; Northern 
Westchester , Croton Point Park, 1 Croton Point 
Avenue, Croton-on-Hudson, respond by 5/10; May 
25, Southern Westchester, Glen Island Park, New 
Rochelle, Respond by 5/17. To make a reservation 
call 218-3968, One box lunch provided with res-
ervation. Event subject to change. All events from 
10am to 12:30pm.
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Table Hopping with Morris Gut
Soft Shell Crab Season Has Arrived: Where to Enjoy Them!

The season for fresh soft-shell crab runs thru 
September and there are legions who crave this 
delicacy simply sautéed or deep fried with some 
lemon and butter. Nothing like a crispy soft-shell 
crab sandwich with the proper condiments. I am 
a big fan. They first show up from Florida and the 
Gulf Coast at area markets followed by the popu-
lar bounty from the Chesapeake. As the season 
wears on more venues will be serving them. Here’s 
where to seek them out locally…

X20 Xaviar’s on the Hudson, 71 Water Grant 
Street, Yonkers (914-965-1111) Chef Peter X. Kelly 
and company do a fine job with soft shell crab ev-
ery year. Enjoy them along with expansive views of 
the Hudson River. www.xaviars.com 

The 808 Bistro, 808 Scarsdale Ave., Scars-
dale (914-722-0808) Chef Salvatore Cucullo Jr. will 
be serving soft shells with creamy polenta and 
cheese & spinach stuffed tomatoes on the side. 

Sounds yummy! They will also be on hand at their 
other space: El Barrio. www.the808bistro.com 

Saltaire Oyster Bar and Fish House, 55 Aben-
droth Ave., Port Chester (914-939-2425) Happy Hours 
have returned to the handsome barroom. Soft Shells 
will be available. www.saltaireoysterbar.com 

KEE Oyster House, 128 E. Post Road, White 
Plains (914-437-8535), Owner Ekren & Elvi offer a 
daily raw bar. The blackboard lists the daily catch 
and will soon include Soft Shell Crab. And they are 
pristine. www.keeoysterhouse.com 

Artie’s Steak & Seafood, 394 City Island 
Ave., City Island, Bronx (718-885-9885) The black-
board lists the weekly specialties served with all 
the trimmings. Jumbo soft shells simply sautéed. 
Wash it all down with one of the house specialty 
cocktails or craft beers. Indoors and al fresco. 
www.artiescityisland.com 

Hudson Garden Grill, at the New York Bo-

tanical Garden, 2900 Southern Blvd., Bronx (718-
817-8700) Farm to table dining in the park. Soft 
shells will be served. Check ahead for hours and 
availability. www.nybg.org 

Sammy’s Fish Box, 41 City Island Ave., City 
Island, Bronx. (718-885-0920) Traditional seafood. 
Indoor & outdoor dining, or to go. www.sammys-
fishbox.com  

Dubrovnik, 721 Main Street, New Rochelle 
(914-637-3777) This restaurant, the first to special-
ize in Croatian/Adriatic cuisine in the metro area, 
excels in fish and seafood so you won’t go wrong 
here. Indoor, al fresco, takeout & delivery. www.
dubrovnikny.com 

Caffe Regatta, 133 Wolf ’s Lane, Pelham 914-
738-8686 Veteran chef/proprietor Anthony Lab-
riola offers an eclectic contemporary mix of pris-
tinely fresh fish and seafood specialties along with 
a daily Raw Bar. Soft shells will be on hand. www.

cafferegatta.com
La Piccola Casa, 410 W. Boston Post Road, 

Mamaroneck (914-777-5766) Chef/owner Walter 
Ricci, who cooks just across from blossoming Har-
bor Island Park, personally shops the Hunts Point 
Fish Market during the wee hours of the morning, 
and he is always one of the first to mark the arrival 
of soft shells. He does a flavorful job.

Magno’s Grill, 108 Centre Ave., New Rochelle 
(914-235-0008) Chef Angel Magno offers soft shell 
crabs piccata with caper berries over sautéed 
corn, tomatoes, spinach, with a lemon wine sauce. 
Take-out & delivery. www.magnosgrill.com 

(Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing consul-
tant and former restaurant trade magazine editor. 
He has been tracking and writing about the food 
and dining scene in greater Westchester for 30 
years. He may be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net) 

Is Your Retirement Account Secure?

BY: BERNARD A. KROOKS, CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

You may recall our article from a couple of 
years ago which discussed changes to the require-
ments for taking money out of your retirement ac-
counts. The changes were part of the SECURE Act 
which affected anyone who owns an IRA or other 
retirement account. 

While there have been significant changes 
to the estate tax over the last several years, those 
changes likely won’t affect most Americans since 
less than 1 percent of us have estates large enough 
to be subject to the federal estate tax.  Conversely, 
most people have money in retirement accounts 
and over the next two to three decades there 
will be the largest inter-generational transfer of 
wealth in history, with much of the money being 
transferred being held in retirement accounts. 

Retirement accounts allow you to put away 
money, which grows tax-free, and not pay taxes on 
it until you take the money out. Thus, it is a way to 
defer paying taxes, not avoiding taxes. Neverthe-
less, there is great value in being able to defer tax-
es. Given the choice, you are usually better off pay-
ing taxes later, instead of now; unless perhaps you 
expect to be in a higher tax bracket later.  More-
over, the assets in retirement accounts continue 
to grow tax-free, without diminution for payment 
of taxes along the way.  Unfortunately, the defer-
ral doesn’t last forever, and the IRS has rules that 
require minimum distributions (RMDs) be taken, 
depending on the type of retirement account you 
have and your age.  Roth IRAs do not have RMDs 
while you are alive; but there is no tax deduction 

for contributions you make to Roth IRAs. 
The most important change made by the 

SECURE Act was the elimination of the “stretch” 
option for most IRAs.  Previously, if you inher-
ited an IRA from someone, you were able to take 
those benefits over your life expectancy if proper 
planning was done.  This allowed IRAs to grow in 
amount tax-free without having to be depleted 
by larger mandatory withdrawals since the ben-
eficiary was typically younger than the original 
IRA owner.  Under the SECURE Act, the entire ac-
count must be distributed within ten years of the 
account owner’s death, unless certain exceptions 
apply.  The purported rationale for this change, 
was that the IRA rules were originally intended 
to provide for the owner’s retirement and not in-
tended to be a wealth creation vehicle for the ben-
eficiaries. 

Certain beneficiaries are not subject to the 
new 10-year rule, including surviving spouses, mi-
nor children (but not grandchildren), individuals 
with disabilities or those who are chronically ill, 
and individuals who are not more than 10 years 
younger than the IRA owner.  If you qualify under 
these rules, you can still use the life expectancy ta-

bles and stretch out the retirement benefits. 
The SECURE Act also changed the date that 

individuals have to start taking required min-
imum distributions from their retirement ac-
counts from age 70 and ½ to age 72.  In addition, 
IRA contributions may now be made for those still 
working regardless of age.  Previously, 701/2 was 
the age limit for those still working. 

When the SECURE Act was enacted, there 
were a lot of unanswered questions concerning 
how the new rules were to be interpreted and 
implemented.  Over the past couple of years, it 
has been confusing and, in some cases, extreme-
ly complicated to compute the proper amount of 
RMD.  The stakes are high, since there is a 50% ex-
cise tax if you don’t take out enough money from 
your IRA each year.  In fact, this rule continues to 
apply to your IRA beneficiaries after your death. 

Recently, in an attempt to clarify and provide 
additional guidance on the SECURE Act, the IRS 
has finally issued proposed regulations.  This IRS 
publication is more than 270 pages long and we 
certainly can’t explain all the nuances in this arti-
cle.  Suffice to say, there are probably provisions in 
the new proposed regulations that will affect you 

and your IRA. 
While having a modern estate plan includes 

documents such as a will, trust, financial power of 
attorney and health care directives, it absolutely 
makes sense to give proper attention to your re-
tirement accounts.  Oh, and don’t forget that your 
will typically does not determine who receives 
your IRA at death, since that is covered by your 
beneficiary designation. 

Bottom line:  In light of the new proposed 
regulations regarding the SECURE Act, it probably 
makes sense to take a fresh look at how your re-
tirement accounts are treated in your estate plan.

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner 
of Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Law-
yer of the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for 
excellence in Elder Law and has been honored as 
one of the “Best Lawyers” in America since 2008. 
He was elected to the Estate Planning Hall of Fame 
by the National Association of Estate Planners & 
Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is past Chair of the Elder 
Law Committee of the American College of Trust 
and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr. Krooks may be 
reached at (914-684-2100) or by visiting the firm’s 
website at www.elderlawnewyork.com.

May Events at The Purchase Free Library
The Purchase Free Library, 3093 Purchase 

Street will host many exciting programs in May. 
All library programs are free.

Drawing with Caren., an in-person event 
will take place Friday, May 6, 6:00 pm.  Join Car-
en for her spring drawing session!  Caren’s tech-
niques are easy to learn, therapeutic, and best of 
all tons of fun!  For Adults.  

Little Bunny Storytime will be held Tues-
days, May 10 and 24 and June 14 and 28 at 2:00 
pm.  Stories, songs, dancing, finger rhymes, ac-
tion rhymes! For Ages 3 to 5. In person.

Kids and Crafts with Miss Anna will be 
in-person on Friday, May 20, 4:00 pm.  This 
month’s craft is paper flowers.  Don’t miss the 

last Kids & Crafts session of the school year!  Be 
sure to bring your library card. For Kindergarten 
to Grade 6.  (Note: Kids & Crafts will be on hiatus 
during June, July, and August.)

On Saturday, May 21, 1:00 pm, Versatile 
Outdoor Gardening is an informal workshop 
for beginners and connoisseurs with a green 
thumb.  Four types of outdoor gardening will be 
addressed: flower, container, vegetable, and herb.  
The library will supply free gardening materials.   
Zoom and in person.

The Real Book Club will be held on Thurs-
day, May 26, at 6:00 pm.  The selection for March is 
We Were Never Here by Andrea Bartz.   Book Page 
says about this whodunit: “This . . . has “film ad-
aptation” writ large upon it, with alluring locales, 

Hitchcockian tension and possibly the best pair 
of female leads since Thelma and Louise.”  Also, 
it is an NPR Best Book of the Year.  For Adults 
and in person.

Coming in Early June.  Keep watch on the 
library’s website for the 2022 Summer Reading 
Program registration page.  This year’s summer 
reading theme is “Oceans of Possibilities.”  All 
reading groups will be invited to register, from 
infants to adults. 

Register for the events at www.purchase-
freelibrary.org or call (914) 948-0550.

The library will be closed on May 30.
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LWVW Annual Meeting
On Thursday, June 9, 

2022, from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m., 
The League of Women Voters 
in Westchester will host their 
annual meeting at Scarsdale 
Woman’s Club, 37 Drake Road, 
Scarsdale.

If you are a member of a 
local League in Westchester 
County, you are automatical-
ly a member of the League of 
Women Voters of Westchester. 
Keynote Speaker will be George 
Latimer, Westchester County 
Executive.

At the LWVW Annual 
Meeting, you will meet other 

local League members, hear 
what LWVW has accomplished 
during the past year, learn 
about the 2022-2023 Advocacy 
Program, meet the new lead-
ership team, and enjoy guest 
speakers. A buffet supper will 
be served.

Tickets are $45.00. You 
may pay through PayPal, credit 
card, or mail a check:

League of Women Voters of 
Westchester

520 White Plains Rd., Suite 
500, Tarrytown, NY 10591

For more information call 
914-366-7312.

County Executive George Latimer

Local Resident Sid Lapidus to be 
Honored at Gala

A leader in the Jewish community and a 
Pulitzer Prize-winning historian and Holocaust 
Survivor will be honored at the Center for Jew-
ish History’s gala recognizing their achievement 
in scholarship, leadership, and the commitment 
to ensuring that the history of the Jewish people 
lives on for future generations. 

On May 19, 2022, the Center for Jewish Histo-
ry will recognize Sid Lapidus of Harrison, a prom-
inent leader of the Center for Jewish History since 
its founding, chair of the American Jewish Histor-
ical Society and a principal of Warburg Pincus for 
more than half-a-century. 

Through his tireless effort 
and philanthropy Lapidus has 
helped shape the Center for 
Jewish History into a home for 
one the largest and richest ar-
chives in the world relating to 
the modern Jewish experience. 

“We proudly honor Sid 
Lapidus for his steadfast sup-
port and commitment to the 
Center for Jewish History since 
its founding. His collection of 
original documents relating to 
religious liberty in Europe and 
the United States is remarkable 
for its significance and depth. His recognition of 
the importance of preserving Jewish history for 
future generations has been unwavering and mo-
tivates us to do what we do each day,” said Bernard 
J. Michael, president and CEO, Center for Jewish 
History.

Lapidus is a member of Westchester Reform 
Temple and the Westchester/Fairfield chapter 
of the American Jewish Committee. He and his 
wife are involved with Planned Parenthood and 
his wife, Ruth, is a board member emeritus of 
Planned Parenthood Hudson Peconic.

The Center for Jewish History will also honor 
Saul Friedländer, Pulitzer Prize-winning author, 
Holocaust Survivor, and preeminent historian. 
His groundbreaking scholarship on the Holocaust 
transformed the understanding of the Nazi era.

“It is our extraordinary privilege to honor 
Professor Saul Friedländer at this year’s gala cel-
ebration for the Center for Jewish History. Dr. 
Friedländer is a giant among scholars in the field 
of Holocaust studies and a pioneer in placing 
scholarly focus on the study of collective memory,” 
said Michael. “Dr. Friedlander was among the first 
to examine the Final Solution from the interwo-
ven perspective of ordinary Germans, Nazi lead-
ers, Jewish victims, and bystanders. And, at a time 
when many German historians were attempting 
to relativize the atrocities of the Nazi regime in 

order to create a normal sense 
of German national identity, Dr. 
Friedländer insisted that the 
unique nature of the Nazi geno-
cide should prevent Germans 
from viewing the actions of the 
Third Reich as they would any 
other era of German history.”

The award presentation 
will take place at the Center’s 
Gala during Jewish American 
Heritage Month, a fitting time 
to honor those who have helped 
shape American history, cul-
ture, and society. The Gala will 
begin at 6pm on May 19. For 

more information visit cjh.org/gala. 
The Center for Jewish History illuminates 

Jewish history through archival preservation, 
public engagement, and digital access to the larg-
est archive for the Jewish experience in the world 
outside Israel. The collections of the Center’s five 
in-house partner organizations – the American 
Jewish Historical Society, American Sephardi 
Federation, Leo Baeck Institute, Yeshiva Uni-
versity Museum, and YIVO Institute for Jewish 
Research – comprise over five miles of archival 
documents in dozens of languages and alphabet 
systems, over 500,000 volumes of books, 6 mil-
lion digital items, and thousands of artworks, rit-
ual objects, textiles, and recordings, all spanning 
5,000 years. The Center opens these collections to 
the public and activates the stories they hold.

Sis Lapidus

Narrative Collages on View at 
The Harrison Public Library

Harrison Public Library, Bruce Av-
enue, presents "Narrative Collages-- New 
Work" by Debra Friedkin on view May 8 to 
June 3.  A Meet the Artist reception will be 
held on May 18 from 6:00-8:00pm. 

Debra Friedkin’s narrative mixed 
media collages, sculptures and metal as-
semblages are based on concepts of re-
cycling and repurposing, deconstruction 
and reinvention. The pieces incorporate 
found objects and often depict provoca-
tive themes. Her work ranges from whim-
sical to darkly humorous, informed by 
sleek modernism, pulp science fiction and 
spiritual symbolism.

The artist studied at the Art Students 
League NYC and Westchester Art Work-
shop. She mentored privately with Lester 
Zakarin, an illustrator for Stan Lee Marvel 
Comics.

 Friedkin is a juried member of the 
Salmagundi Art Club in NYC, where she 
serves on the Jury of Awards and the Ad-
missions Committee. Other professional 
affiliations include National Association 
of Women Artists, Audubon Artists, and 
Williamsburg Art and Historical Center. 
An award-winning artist, Debra has wide-
ly exhibited in galleries and museums 
throughout the tri-state area.

Her work is held in private collections and a series of her sculptures are included in the permanent 
collection at the Williamsburg Art and Historical Center in Brooklyn, NY.

Purchase College Celebrates 
50th Annual Commencement

Purchase College, SUNY 
will hold its 50th annual com-
mencement ceremony on Fri-
day, May 20, 2022, at 3:30 p.m. 
on the Great Lawn on campus. 
This is the first time the cere-
mony has been held in person 
since 2019 due to the pandem-
ic, and the first time it has been 
held on campus since 2010.

Degrees will be conferred 
upon 970 graduating scholars 
representing dozens of majors 
and several countries.

President Milagros “Mil-
ly” Peña said, “I look forward 
to honoring our students, who 
have achieved remarkable ac-
ademic and artistic success 
during an unprecedented time of great chal-
lenges. I have no doubt that the intellectual cu-
riosity, creativity, adaptability, flexibility, and 
resilience, that they have shown during their ac-
ademic careers will serve them well upon grad-
uation and throughout their lives.

“We are also pleased to welcome our honor-
ary degree and distinguished alumni award re-
cipients, who are among the most dedicated and 

accomplished figures in their 
respective fields, for what I am 
sure will be an inspiring day 
for students and their fami-
lies.”

This year, Deputy Sec-
retary General of the Unit-
ed Nations and Chair of the 
United Nations Sustainable 
Development Group, Amina 
J. Mohammed and poet Kevin 
Young, the Andrew W. Mellon 
Director of the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of African 
American History and Cul-
ture, will receive honorary 
Doctor of Humane Letters de-
grees from SUNY. 

Recently retired Execu-
tive Director of the Cue Art Foundation, visual 
artist, writer, and editor Corina Larkin ‘06 will 
receive the President’s Award for Distinguished 
Alumni.

Chris Padro, a Theatre and Performance 
major, will offer remarks on behalf of the senior 
class. Juliet Papadopoulos, an Opera major who 
is heading to Yale University to continue her 
studies, will perform the National Anthem.

President Milagros "Milly" Peña
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Old World, or New?
Take your pick! Two wonderful homes ready for occupancy.

38 PLEASANT RIDGE, HARRISON, NY
5 BEDS I 4.2 BATHS I $2,695,000

A resplendent Tudor-style beauty, that blends old-world grandeur with 
modern-day comfort! This architecturally stunning home is set on a private 
2.17-acre oasis in Harrison's Sterling Ridge, with pool and pool house with 
bath , sweeping stone terrace for alfresco dining, and rolling gardens.

18 PLEASANT RIDGE, HARRISON, NY
5 BEDS I 4.1 BATHS I $2,985,000

Fresh from a stunning reconstruction, a sunlit Colonial is on a one-acre 
oasis with newly landscaped country gardens, majestic trees and option 
for a pool. Set back from the road in beloved Sterling Ridge. Step inside 
to sparkling new interiors, oak floors and walls of picture windows.
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